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Jacob Kehinde Olupona
AASR-President

FROM CHANR

In February 2004, AASR will meet in Ghana to deliberate on the West Afri-
can situation and to examine the role of religion in the social and cultural
transformation of the region. The meeting also culminates our efforts to
convene meetings in the three major regions of AASR activity on the conti-
nent - Southern, Eastern, and Western Africa. I trust and hope that a good
number of you will come. There are several reasons why we choose the top-
ic of religion and social transformation. First, there is an explosion of religi-
ous organisations and movements in West Africa — especially Pentecostal
and Charismatic churches, Islamic groups, and neo-traditional religious
movements. This exponential increase is unprecedented in West African
history. With large number of adherents comes also physical growth of de-
nominations, mosques, and temples in West African urban centers. Remark-
ably, many religious organizations command larger numbers of constituents
than some popular West African politicians and political leaders command.

However, during the last two decades a sobering rift has risen between
unprecedented growth and the mobilisation of West African masses to de-
velop social and cultural transformation comparable to this growth. West
Africa is a region embedded in war, violence, and enormous economic
‘crises’ certainly requiring critical intervention.

Participants at the conference will examine possible roles religion
may play in tackling these issues, as much as how religion itself is impli-
cated in these crises. We are delighted that many members of AASR in Af-
rica, Europe, and the United States indicated strong interests in attending
this significant regional meeting!

While in Ghana, members will also deliberate on the future of AASR,
especially as we prepare for the IAHR Congress in Japan. Information about
the Congress has appeared in several issues of the AASR Newsletter. It ap-
pears in this one, as well. Our members are encouraged to send their propo-
sals to the organizers of the Congress. Similar to AASR’s 2002 Congress in
Durban-Westville, South Africa, our new challenges are to provide funding
to allow African-based scholars to participate. As usual, I welcome your
suggestions on these matters. I look forward to seeing you in Ghana!

Happy New Year, 2004!
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CONPERENCES AREAD

2" AASR CONFERENCE IN AFRICA

& TAHR REGIONAL CONFERENCE,
5-8 February 2004,

UNIVERSITY OF GHANA, LEGON, GHANA

supported by
International Association for the History of Religions (IAHR),
International Institute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM)

& the University of California, Davis

THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN THE
SocC10-CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION
OF WEST AFRICA

Deadline for abstracts: 30 November 2003

This is an JAHR Regional Conference for scholars of religion in the West
Africa sub-region and the Second AASR-Conference in Africa. It will ex-
plore the relationship between social and cultural institutions and religious
practices in contemporary West African societies. The ongoing wars, civil
disturbances and turmoil in West African nations provide a unique opportu-
nity for scholars to investigate the role of religion in the social and cultural
transformation of the region. The following topics provide some guidelines
for the conference but they do not exclude any other topics on the general
theme:

= Religion: Conflict and Peace

= Religion and state in the region:

= The Role of Voluntary Organizations

= West Africa and Global (Dis)connections

Conference details and organisation

The three-day conference will be held from 5th to 8th February 2004 and
hosted by the Department for the Study of Religions, University of Ghana,
at Legon. The conference will be an important forerunner for the next inter-
national TAHR Congress planned for Tokyo 24-30 March 2005.
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Please send topics and an abstract of 200 words to all the following:
Professor Elom Dovlo: <edovlo@ug.edu.gh>
Professor Abdulkader Tayob: <a.tayob@let.kun.nl>
Dr. Matthews A. Ojo <matthews_ojo@yahoo.com>
Costs (subject to change): Registration Fees ($100); Accommodation
($300); Transportation ($85)
Partial support is available to scholars who are based in Africa.

Introduction

In accordance with the Constitution of the African Association for the Study
of Religions (AASR), which reads at Section 5.b that “The AASR will en-
deavour to organise a major regional conference in Africa at least once eve-
ry five years’, the Executive Committee of the AASR proposes to hold a
conference at the University of Ghana, in Legon, Ghana, in January or Fe-
bruary 2004. The proposed conference constitutes the second AASR confe-
rence to be held in Africa since the founding of the Association in Harare in
1992. The first conference was held in Nairobi, Kenya 27-30 July 1999 un-
der the theme, ‘The Religions of East Africa, and Their Study in the Age of
Globalisation’. The founding Harare Conference and the subsequent Nairo-
bi Conference were recognised as Regional Conferences of the International
Association for the History of Religions (IAHR). So is this conference.

The Conference Theme

Ongoing war, civil disturbance and turmoil in West African nations provide
a unique opportunity for scholars to investigate the role of religion, positive
and negative, in the social and cultural transformation of the region. Today,
many West African nations — Liberia, Sierra Leone, and the Ivory Coast —
are embroiled in civil unrest. The African Association for the Study of Reli-
gion (AASR), therefore, proposes to organise a regional conference in Gha-
na to bring together scholars from Africa and abroad to explore the relation-
ship between social and cultural institutions and religious practices in con-
temporary West African societies.

Significantly, the conference will raise issues with Western ideals that
separate ‘church’ and state. This model is based on the residue of enlighten-
ment modernity and assumed secularisation. In other parts of the world, this
residue continues to serve as a universal norm and framework for analysing
the relationship between religion and the social order. However, in West
Africa the paradigm fails to explain the passion and widespread participa-
tion of Africans in embracing varieties of religious practices, beliefs, and re-
ligious organisation. The conference will provide space to explore and com-
pare different perspectives and many aspects of the specific role and impact
of religions in West Africa.
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Among the questions to be discussed are the following. How can reli-
gion ameliorate civil strife, conflicts, and social cleavages? How do religi-
ous institutions alleviate poverty, human rights abuses, physical violence,
environmental degradation, cultural abuses and the ongoing civil disorder
that has resulted in large-scale wars, famine and migrations? How should
religion assist the state in formulating social policies that will transform
chaotic social and cultural systems into peaceful, productive communities in
a civil society?

As current events across the continent clearly demonstrate, religion
has enormous capacity to play significant positive roles in social and cultu-
ral transformation of African societies. To cite a few successful examples:
nation states such as Nigeria, Malawi, Kenya and South Africa embarked
upon democratisation processes, while the religious institutions of these civ-
il societies responded by pacifying implicit tensions and thus provided tang-
ible peace.

Another central goal of the conference is to theorise about the mean-
ing, relevance and limitation of religion in African contemporary social and
cultural life, especially in the last few decades of independent nation-states.
This exploration will focus on the role, if any, that religious institutions
played in the formation of public policies, the rule of law, and the emer-
gence of a civil society. How have religious institutions been implicated as
sources of conflict? Have religious organisations played active roles in con-
flict resolutions? How do indigenous African religions, Islam, and Christia-
nity relate to, or support, social and cultural transformations of African
states and societies — especially in their public roles as advocates for econo-
mic social and environmental justice? How do religious institutions, as part
of a civil society, alleviate or intensify poverty, human rights abuses, AIDS
epidemics, environmental degradation, war and communal and civil disor-
der?

Among other themes, the conference will explore the following issues:
religion and ethnic conflict, religion and peaceful coexistence, Muslim-
Christian relations, inter-religious dialogue, religion and civil society, reli-
gion and human rights, law and order, and religion and economic and social
justice. The conference, we hope, will offer a multidimensional understand-
ing of these issues and thereby revitalise the discussion of the place of reli-
gion in the social and cultural development of Africa.

We hope to publish the proceedings of this conference in Ghana with
distribution widely throughout Africa and abroad.

LR |
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THE UNIVERSITY OF JOS, NIGERIA,
FACULTY OF LAW & DEPT. OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

announce an international conference on

COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES
ON SHARIA IN NIGERIA

DATES: 15-17 JANUARY, 2004

VENUE: MULTIPURPOSE AUDITORIUM,
BAUCHI ROAD CAMPUS, UNIVERSITY OF JOS

PROGRAMME

Thursday, 15 January, 2-5 p.m.:

= Opening,

= Addresses by:

Saudatu Shehu Mahdi, Secretary General, Women’s Rights Advancement &
Protection Alternative (WRAPA)

Danny McCain, Department of Religious Studies, University of Jos

Friday, 16 January, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Abdulkader Tayob (Cape Town & Nijmegen Universities): ‘The Demand
for Sharia in African Democratization Processes: Pitfalls or Opportuni-
ties?’

Commentators: Warisu Alli (Unijos) & Isawa Elaigwu (IGSR)

Rosalind Hackett (University of Notre Dame): ‘Rethinking the Role of Re-
ligion in the Public Sphere: Local and Global Perspectives’
Commentators: Theresa Adamu (TCNN) & Muslih T. Yahya (Unijos)

Ruud Peters (University of Amsterdam): ‘A Survey of Sharia Implementa-
tion in the Muslim World Today’

Commentators: Joseph Kenny (Unibadan) & Auwalu Yadudu (BUK)

Cole Durham (Brigham Young University): ‘Nigeria’s “State Religion”
Question in Comparative Perspective’

Commentators: Musa Gaiya (Unijos) & Ibrahim Na’iya Sada (CILS/-
ABU)



6 AASR-Newsletter 20 (November 2003)

Saturday, 17 January, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
John Reitz (University of Iowa): ‘Freedom of Religion and Its Limitations:
Judicial Standards for Deciding Particular Cases’
Commentators: Titus Mann (CLO) & Jamila Nasir (Unijos)
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi (United Bank for Africa): ‘The West and the Rest:
Reflections on the Intercultural Dialogue about Sharia’
Commentators: Umar Danfulani (Unijos) & Isiage Oloyede (Unilorin)
Gerrie ter Haar (Institute of Social Studies, The Hague): ‘Religion: Source
of Conflict or Resource for Peace?’
Commentators: J.D. Gwamna (Unijos) & Sama’ila Mohammed (Unijos)
Abdullahi An-Na’im (Emory University): ‘The Future of Sharia’
Commentators: Ali Ahmad (BUK) & Andrew Walls (Princeton & Uni-

jos)

All interested persons are invited to attend. There will be no registration

charge or entry fee. Transportation, accommodation, and feeding are at per-

sonal expense. For further information contact:

Philip Ostien, Faculty of Law, University of Jos: ostienp @unijos.edu.ng or
ostienp @yahoo.com;

Umar Danfulani, Department of Religious Studies, University of Jos:
dademu @unijos.edu.ng; or

Franz Kogelmann, Lehrstuhl fiir Religionswissenschaft, Universitit Bay-
reuth: franz.kogelmann@epost.de.
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RELIGION,
PEACE-BUILDING, &
CONFLICT IN AFRICA

APRIL 1-3, 2004,
JINJA NILE RESORT, UGANDA

CALL FOR PAPERS

On April 1-3, 2004, the Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Stu-
dies at the University of Notre Dame will convene a conference entitled,

Religion in African Conflicts
& Peace-building Initiatives:
Problems & Prospects for a Globalizing Africa

at the Jinja Nile Resort in Uganda. In an effort to develop the promising
new sub-field of religion, peace-building, and conflict in the African con-
text, with an emphasis on the cross-fertilisation of theory and practice, we
are inviting submissions from scholars, activists, and practitioners from in-
side and outside of Africa.

Conference Theme

Why is it that, in contemporary Africa, such apparently progressive and uni-
versalising processes as democratisation and liberalisation have been ac-
companied by an unprecedented increase in religious conflict and revival-
ism? By focusing on the increasing salience of religion in the public sphere,
as well as changing religious-state configurations, we seek to generate new
perspectives on conflict and peace-building in the African context. We in-
vite papers on a broad range of issues concerning the role of religion in Af-
rican conflicts and peace-building, covering regions throughout the conti-
nent. Some topics of interest include, but are not limited to, the following:

= religion, African states, and the crisis of governance,

= multi-religious peace-building initiatives

= Islamic activism

= the politics of indigenous revivalism

= media access and representation
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= gendered and generational dimensions of religious conflict and conflict
transformation

= religion and the AIDs crisis

= proselytisation and social conflict

= the development of new local-global religious networks (including the
‘NGO factor’), and

= the role of religious ideologies and organisations in the popularisation of
human rights discourses.

Deadline for submissions: December 15, 2003.

Conference Package: US$ 2000

The conference fee will cover air-transport from Chicago to Entebbe via

British Airways, six day accommodation and all meals at the Jinja Nile Re-

sort for the full duration of the conference and an excursion to Kampala.

Flights will leave out of Chicago on March 29 and return on April 6, 2004.
As funds are limited, the organizers will not be able to provide financial

support. Participants are encouraged to seek their own funding. For further

information consult: http://www.nd.edu/~krocinst/research/religion.html

Or contact: PRCP Coordinator Omar @nd.edu

Additional note by Prof. Rosalind Hackett in e-mail of 5.11 and 8.11.03:
‘Please be advised that some funding may be available for selected African
participants based in Africa’.

e i A L
L4
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EASR/SECR/TAHR
Special Conference

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE
& INTOLERANCE

Santander, Spain,
8-11 September 2004

The conference

The European Association for the Study of Religions (EASR) will hold its
4™ conference and general assembly in Santander, Spain, from 8 to 11 Sep-
tember 2004 under the auspices of the Spanish Association of the Science of
Religions (SECR) and in association with the Department of Historical Sci-
ences at the University of Cantabria in Santender, Spain. Apart from being
the 6™ SECR and 4™ EASR conference, it is also an IAHR Special Confe-
rence which will serve as the venue for the IAHR Executive Committee and
the editorial boards of Numen and the Numen Book Series: Studies in the
History of Religions.

The conference theme

In various forms and degrees religions have played, and still play, important
roles at social as well as individual levels. Specific forms of religious be-
liefs, rituals and symbols have contributed towards the construction of iden-
tities, the integration of individuals in large and small scale groups, and the
expulsion of other individuals from the same groups. The history of reli-
gions demonstrates a great variety of ways in which religions have conceiv-
ed other religions, their truth claims, their gods, their rituals, and their adhe-
rents. Some have shown largesse, or even tolerance; others have been expli-
citly hostile and intolerant, in principle and practice. The religious history of
humankind has been stamped both by peaceful co-existence and bloody
conflicts, mutual understanding and a total lacy of it, tolerance and intole-
rance, and various positions in-between. History shows that religion can be
used to justify oppression, segregation and discrimination, and to generate
fanaticism, hatred and violence; and also that internal controversies contri-
buted to strong tensions within religious groups culminating in persecution,
aggression and violence. Constant change and renewal in established reli-
gions and the emergence of new religious movements reinvigorate contro-
versies. Claims of religious freedom generate discourses of tolerance, while
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intolerance fosters marginalisation, persecution and extermination of minor-
ities. In Europe, and elsewhere, human rights, including freedom of reli-
gion, are on the political and religious agenda. Freedom of religion, how-
ever, is sometimes equal to freedom for some religions only. In the process
of the construction of the European Union (EU), multiculturalism and the
protection of minorities become essential elements of debate. The atttitudes
of the different states and the EU towards religious diversity constitute a
pressing theme for discussion.

Aim of the conference

The aim of this conference is to discuss the concepts of religious tolerance

and intolerance, their historical development, and their expressions in soci-

ety in theory and practice in the past and the present. The conference aims

to be a forum for the exchange of ideas between scholars working in the

broad field of the academic study of religions. Historical, anthropological,

sociological, legal and psychological approaches to the topic are welcome.

Abstracts of papers must be submitted before 31* May 2004. Further inqui-

ries, proposals for papers and abstracts may be addressed to:

Prof. Ramon Teja, Dpto. Ciencias Historicas, Universidad de Cantabria,
39005 Santander, Spain. E-mail: tejar@unican.es

For information on registration, travel, accommodation and programme one

may consult the EASR website: www.easr.de

)|
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IAHR 19™ WORLD CONGRESS,
TOKYO, JAPAN,
24-30 MARCH 2005

RELIGION:
CONFLICT & PEACE

The 19th World Congress of the International Association for the History of
Religions (IAHR) will be held in Tokyo, Japan, 24-30 March 2005. Its gen-
eral theme is:

RELIGION: CONFLICT AND PEACE

The Congress Organisers, however, welcome proposals for papers on any
aspect of the study of religion. Papers may treat phenomena from any cul-
ture and historical period, and from a wide variety of academic disciplines,
including philosophy, history, sociology, philology, anthropology, psychol-
ogy, and iconography. The presentation of papers will take place during the
time set aside for group sessions. Members of the IAHR can propose organ-
ised panels, symposia, roundtable sessions or individual papers.

Important deadlines

* 31 March 2004 for proposals for individual papers, panels, symposia, and
roundtable sessions (note that the deadline has been extended).

* April 2004: Notification of acceptance of proposals.

* 30 September 2004 for payment of early registration fees, and submis-
sion of abstracts to the Congress Secretariat.

For full information, see the previous AASR Newsletter No. 19 (pp.13-17),

or consult the JAHR Congress website at:
http://www.l-u-tokyo.ac.jp/iahr/2005/
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PERSONS & POSTS

Dr. Afe Adogame, Department of the Study of Religion, University of Bay-
reuth, Germany, has been awarded a Senior Fellowship at the Center for the
Study of World Religions (CSWR), Harvard University, Cambridge. Mas-
sachusetts, USA during the 2003-2004 academic year. During this period,
he also embarks on field research on African religious communities in the
USA as part of his ongoing research project on African Religious Diaspora
in Germany (Europe) and the USA under the auspices of the Special Re-
search Projects with focus on Africa (SFB/FK 560) at the University of
Bayreuth. His address details for this period is: Afe Adogame, Ph.D, Senior
Fellow, Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard University 42,
Francis Avenue, Apt. # 4, Cambridge, MA 02138, USA; Tel. +1 (617) 493-
4076; Fax. +1 (617) 496-1520. See also: http://www.hds.harvard.edu/cswr

Dr. Richard Hoskins has been appointed Visiting Senior Research Fellow
in Sociology of Religion in the Department of Theology and Religious Stu-
dies at King’s College, London. Despite the ‘visiting’, his appointment at
King’s College is a permanent one.

Dr. Wotsuna Khamalwa returned in mid-2003 from the University of
Wales Lampeter at Ceredington, UK, to the Institute of Languages at Make-
rere University, Kampala, Uganda. He was posted in the University of
Wales Lampeter as Leverhulme Senior Research Fellow & Coordinator of
the Africa Outreach Programme in the School of Anthropology, Theology,
Religious Studies & Islamic Studies. Currently, however, he is in Bayreuth,
Germany, on a visiting lectureship till end of January 2004, when he will re-
turn again to Makerere.

Prof. Pratap Kumar (Dept. of Science of Religion, University of Durban-
Westville) has been appointed as Co-Editor of the Numen Book Series: Stu-
dies in the History of Religions (of E.J. Brill at Leiden). The series will be
managed by an editor from Europe (Prof. Wouter Hanegraaff, Amsterdam
University), one from North America (who is still being sought), and prof.
Pratap Kumar for the regions outside Europe and North America. The
IAHR-Executive serves as the Advisory Editorial Board.

Prof. Jacob K. Olupona, Chair, African American and African Studies,
University of California, Davis and the president of the AASR is curently
on sabbatical leave at Yale University African Studies Center, New Haven.
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He will also be at the Bellagio Rockefeller Center in Italy for research in
April/May 2004.

Prof. Frans Wijsen, director of the Nijmeegs Instituut voor Missiologie
(NIM), will spend his study leave, from January to mid-April, 2004, at Tan-
gaza College, Nairobi, Kenya. He will teach there and study recent develop-
ments in theology of religions.

N

Prof. Gary Lease

University of California, Santa Barbara

OBITUARY

PROF.DR. ANEMARIE SCHIMMEL
1922-2003

Born on April 7, 1922 in Erfurt (Germany), Annemarie Schimmel died on
January 26, 2003 in Bonn (Germany). One of the leading Orientalists and
Islam scholars of our time, she worked tirelessly for over 50 years to edu-
cate the Western world about Islam. In over 100 books, essays, collections
and published lectures, she sought to build a bridge between Islam and the
West. In 1995 the German Book Fair awarded her its prestigious Peace
Prize. Schimmel learned Arabic at 15, and took her first PhD at the Univer-
sity of Berlin. Her habilitation followed in1946 at the University of Miinich;
a second doctorate was gained in Marburg under the direction of Friedrich
Heiler. Her career and success were marked by many honorary doctorates,
prizes, and honours. In 1967, she was called to Harvard and in 1970 Schim-
mel was promoted to professor at that prestigious university, where she
stayed until retirement. Her many translations were from Arabic, Persian,
Turkish, Urdu, and Hindhi. Schimmel was also the president of the IAHR
(International Association for the History of Religions) from 1980-1990; in
1995 she was elected an honorary member of the TAHR, the world’s most
important scholarly organization for the study of religion.
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OTHER BARR

IAHR Nominations Committee

The TAHR Executive Committee has appointed Professors Michel Des-
pland, Yolotl Gonzdlez Torres and Michael Pye to the Nominations Com-
mittee. They will draw up a list of candidates for the next Executive Com-
mittee (2005-2010) and deliver it by summer 2004.

Proposed affiliations and disaffiliation

The IAHR International Committee will recommend to the IAHR General
Assembly in Tokyo, 2005, the affiliation of the Romanian Association for
the History of Religions and the Greek Society for the Study of Culture and
Religion. It will also recommend the disaffiliation of the Taiwan Associa-
tion for Religious Studies (TARS) as a national affiliate, but also that TARS
be recognised as a ‘corresponding member’.

IAHR Honorary Life Memberships

It will also recommend to appoint Professors Louise Backman, Noriyoshi
Tamaru and R.J. Zwi Werblowsky as the Honorary Life Membership Advi-
sory Committee with the mandate to choose five candidates for Honorary
Life Membership at the Tokyo Congress.

Numen

The TAHR is on the verge of signing a contract with E. J. Brill concerning
the NUMEN Book Series. The IAHR Executive Committee will function as
Advisory Editorial Board of the series and assist in appointing three manag-
ing editors ideally representing Europe, North America and a third country
or region from elsewhere in the world.The IAHR Executive Committee
gave special thanks to the following out-going and in-coming editors of
NUMEN. Out-going: Managing Editors Michel Despland, Einar Thomassen
and Reviews Editor Brigitte Luchesi. In-coming: Managing Editors Gustavo
Benavides, Einar Thomassen (second term) and Reviews Editor Maya
Burger (from the end of 2004). Brigitte Luchesi has graciously volunteered
to continue as Reviews Editor until Maya Burger can take on the job.

New website

The International Association for Psychology of Religion (IAPR) was re-
constituted in 2001. It now announces its new website: <http://www.iapr.de
>. IAPR also publishes the journal Archiv fiir Religionspsychologie.
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SCROLARSHEPS
FELLOWSHEPS

YALE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH
FELLOWSHIP IN THEOLOGY
& PUBLIC HEALTH

Yale University Divinity School and Yale School of Public Health, together
with Yale’s Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, announce the
availability of a 2003-2004 Fellowship for women theologians addressing
HIV/AIDS in Africa. This post-doctoral research fellowship aims to com-
bine theology, faith-based initiatives, and empirical research. Research pro-
posals must focus in some way on HIV/AIDS prevention and/or care in
Africa, and they must incorporate both theological research and empirical
research (whether qualitative or quantitative). Any proposals not meeting
these basic criteria cannot be considered. This fellowship is open to African
women theologians who have earned a Ph.D. degree.

History of this Research Fellowship

In Africa, faith plays an important role in individual and community life and
can influence social and health behaviour. Despite this fact, very little em-
pirical, scholarly research has been done to examine the actual or potential
impact of faith-based prevention initiatives on the African continent. In De-
cember, 2002, the Yale Divinity School began a project entitled, Gender,
Faith, and Responses to HIV/AIDS in Africa. Participants in this project es-
tablished a partnership with the Circle of Concerned African Women Theol-
ogians (Circle), one of whose goals is to improve awareness and effective-
ness of faith-based organisations in areas related to HIV prevention.

In the spring of 2003, the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies at Yale
(CIRA), in collaboration with Yale Divinity School (YDS) and the Yale
School of Epidemiology and Public Health (EPH), and with support from
the Fogarty International Center, provided research fellowship training
grants to three African women, members of the Circle. These women work-
ed with mentors and colleagues from the Divinity School, School of Epide-
miology and Public Health, and CIRA. Their semester at Yale allowed them
to study with faculty from YDS, EPH, and CIRA, and to develop research
proposals for implementation in their own countries.
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Provisions of the Fellowship

This Research Fellowship provides funds to cover travel to and from Africa
to the U.S., lodging and living expenses while at Yale, and implementation
of a research project upon return to Africa. While travel and expenses are
fully covered, there is no stipend provided that is in addition to these. Each
research fellow is expected to be at Yale during the academic year, August
of 2003 to May of 2004. Questions for further information may be addres-
sed to: margaret.farley @yale.edu, or to: letty.russell@yale.edu.

Applications:

An application must be filled out and accompanied by a personal resume
and an expanded version of proposed research. These are to be sent to Dr.
Isabel Phiri at the University of Natal (Phiril@nu.ac.za) and to Dr. Margaret
Farley at Yale University Divinity School (margareth.farley@yale.edu).
The application must contain (1) the name of the applicant; (2) her mailing
address; (3) her E-mail address; (4) her telephone and fax numbers; (5) her
institutional connection; (6) her position in it; and (7) a brief outline of her
proposal for her research project, delineating its focus, objectives, who
(what population) will be the subjects of the research, and what will the re-
search consist in (method, goal, process, etc.)? The application must be re-
ceived by June 30, 2003.
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AFRICAN STUDIES CENTRE (ASC), LEIDEN,
& CENTRE D’ETUDES D’ AFRIQUE NOIRE
(CEAN), BORDEAUX

CALL FOR
APPLICATIONS FOR FELLOWSHIPS

ISLAM,
DISENGAGEMENT OF THE STATE,
& GLOBALISATION
IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

The African Studies Centre (ASC) in Leiden and the Centre d’Etudes d’A-
frique Noire (CEAN) in Bordeaux, pending final budgetary approval, are
launching a project to study the relationship between Islam, society and the
state in Sub-Saharan Africa that will culminate in an international confe-
rence to be held in the Spring of 2005. A number of fellowships are avail-
able for innovative field research projects in Africa. Although research pro-
jects will be considered in any country in Sub-Saharan Africa, there is parti-
cular interest in projects in Chad, Cdte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali,
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tanza-
nia, and Uganda. Proposals may focus on one or more countries or regions.
The proposed research should make a significant contribution to the under-
standing of the dynamics of contemporary Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa,
with particular reference to relations with the state, processes of political
and economic reform/liberalisation, globalisation and transnationalism.

Applicants

All researchers (including those with university teaching or research posts)
and PhD students are eligible to apply for a fellowship. There are no restric-
tions due to age or nationality but all candidates must be able to demon-
strate a knowledge of Islam and their fieldwork site(s). All proposals will be
reviewed by the Scientific Committee. The committee’s decision is final. It
is envisaged that as many as 15 projects may be funded.
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Applications

Applications must be accompanied by the following:

- A full CV clearly detailing the applicant’s qualifications and ability to un-
dertake the proposed research.

- A list of publications on Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa and/or a copy of the
applicant’s completed thesis or a detailed outline and summary of any
PhD still in progress.

- A letter of reference from the applicant’s head of department or director of
research or his/her PhD supervisor.

- A research project (5-10 A4 pages in total) outlining the objectives and
feasibility of the study, methodology, a bibliography, time schedule, and
one paragraph abstract.

- A detailed project budget for travel and accommodation costs and related-
research expenses (one page only).

- A list of contacts in the country or countries where the project will be un-
dertaken.

Time schedule

- 10 February 2004: deadline for the submission of applications to both the
ASC and CEAN.

- April 2004: notification of successful candidates.

- mid-April 2004: Informational meeting for all successful candidates with
the Scientific Committee (date and place to be announced)

- 31 October 2004: deadline for the completion of field research projects.

- 15 January 2005: deadline for the submission of the final report.

- April/May 2005: conference.

N.B.: Successful candidates will have until 31 October 2004 to complete
their field projects, and a final project report will be due by 15 January
2005. For more information please contact:

Benjamin Soares (ASC): Islaminafrica@fsw.leidenuniv.nl

René Otayek (CEAN): r.otayek @sciencespobordeaux.fr

Applicants must send a copy of their applications both to CEA, Bordeaux
and the ASC, Leiden at the following postal addresses:

= Islam in Africa Fellowship, African Studies Centre, Postbus 9555, 2300
RB Leiden, The Netherlands

= Directeur, CEAN, 11 Allée Ausone, 33607 Pessac CEDEX, France

N.B.: Applications sent via fax or email will not be considered.
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ASC ONLINE ABSTRACTS

Africa Studies Centre (ASC), at Leiden, The Netherlands, announces the
first issue of its African Studies Abstracts Online. It is available on the web
now on the journal’s website http://asc.leidenuniv.nl/library/abstracts/asa-
online/, where it can be consulted free of charge! It is a PDF file that you
can download and print at your own convenience. We are developing a
browse-version that will permit you to select relevant abstracts in your field
or region of interest. Like African Studies Abstracts, its printed predecessor,
African Studies Abstracts Online provides an overview of articles from peri-
odicals and edited works on Africa in the field of the social sciences and the
humanities available in the library of the African Studies Centre in Leiden
(http://asc.leidenuniv.nl/).

African Studies Abstracts Online will be issued four times a year. If you
would like to be kept informed via email about when a new issue of African
Studies Abstracts Online is available on the web, simply subscribe to our
mailing list by filling in the registration form at:
http://asc.leidenuniv.nl/library/abstracts/asa-online/registration.htm

Each issue of the journal contains up to 450 titles with abstracts of col-
lective volumes, journal articles and chapters from edited works, arranged
geographically. Each issue also contains a geographical index, a subject in-
dex, an author index, and a list of journals and edited works abstracted in
that issue. Almost 240 journals are scanned on a regular and systematic ba-
sis. This includes all the leading journals in the field of African studies, as
well as a number of journals dealing with third world countries and devel-
opment studies in general. Just under half are published in Africa. A selec-
tion of edited works is also accessed and abstracted on a chapter-by-chapter
basis. All publications covered are available at the African Studies Centre
library in Leiden.

Editorial correspondence should be sent to: Afrika-Studiecentrum, PO
Box 9555, 2300 RB Leiden, The Netherlands; Phone: +31 (71) 527.33 54,
E-mail: asclibrary @fsw.leidenuniv.nl . The address of the Library for visi-
tors is: Wassenaarseweg 52, Leiden, The Netherlands
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E-LEARNING

Tangaza College in Nairobi, Kenya, Dharmaram College in Bangalore, In-
dia, and the Nijmeegs Instituut voor Missiologie (NIM) of the R.C. Univer-
sity of Nijmegen, The Netherlands, have concluded an agreement for the
development of an MA-programme in ‘Mission and Globalisation’ by e-
learning. Its first module will be ‘on the air’ in January 2004. For further in-
formation consult < www.nim.kun.nl >, or send an e-mail message to:

< nim@nim.kun.nl >.

The publisher of the series Church and Theology in Context, Rodopi at Am-
sterdam, The Netherlands, has changed over from printing a set number (a
‘run’) of books for each edition to printing on demand. A copy will now be
printed only after it has been ordered. Electronic copies may also be re-
quested, not only of the new volumes of the series, but also of the past ones.
For further information, consult < www.rodopi.nl >.

ALSR-REGISTER MEMBERS

EAST AFRICA

Khamalwa, John Placidus Wotsuna, PhD

3. Institute of Languages, Makerere University, P.O. Box 7062, Kampa-
la, Uganda

4.  Phone: +25677848754 (Mobile);

E-mail: khamalwa@hotmail.com (private)

6. Diploma Phil. & Rel. Studies (1984, Consolata Philosophicum); B.A.
Philosophy (1985, Universitas Urbaniana), M.A. STL, Sacred Theolo-

e
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gy (1991, CUEA); PhD Science of Religion (2001, Universitit Bay-
reuth, Germany)

Science of Religion; Sociology of Religion; Social Anthropology;
Christian Theology; African Theology; Philosophy

African Christianity; Religion, Identity and Conflict in the Great Lakes
Region; Interface between Religion and Anthropology

Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians (EATWOT); As-
sociation of African Study of Religions (AASR)

= 1996, review of Bishop Alfred G. Dunston Jr., The Blackman in the
Old Testament and its World (Trenton [N.J.]: Africa World Press,
1992), in Egerton University Journal 1, 2: 330-334.

= 1994, ‘The Africanisation of Missionary Christianity: Focus on In-
culturation’, in Journal of the Geography of Religion and Environment
Research (Bochum, Germany: Universititsverlag), Vol. 10.

= 1993, ‘The Role of the Laity in the Church’, in African Christian
Studies 9, 1: 35-43.

Ndzovu, Hassan Juma, Mr.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6

8.
9.

10.

Tutorial Fellow

Department of Religion, Moi University, P.O. Box 3900, Eldoret,
Kenya

Phone: 0733 426179.

E-mail: ndzovuhassan @hotmail.com

Bachelor of Education (1994, Moi University,Kenya), Master of Phil-
osophy in Religion (1998, Moi University, Kenya).

Teaching Islamic Studies.

Ph.D. research: Religion and Politics: A Crtitical Study of the Politici-
zation of Islam in Kenya.

M.Phil thesis: The Impact of Islam on Witchcraft and Sorcery Among
the Adigo Community.

GHANA

Olabimtan, Kehinde, Mr.

2.

3.

4.

Coordinator, Dictionary of African Christian Biography (DACB),
Akrofi-Christaller Memorial Centre, Akropong-Akuape, Ghana
Akrofi-Christaller Memorial Centre, P. O. Box 76, Akropong-Akua-
pem, Ghana

Phone: +233 (27) 556.718

E-mail: kehindeolabimtan @acmcghana.org;

kehindeolabimtan @hotmail.com

Bachelor of Environmental Studies, B.E.S. (Hons) (1983, University
of Lagos); Master of Environmental Design, M.E.D.(Architecture),
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(1986, University of Lagos); Bachelor of Theology, B.Th. (1991, Ni-
gerian Baptist Theological Seminary, Ogbomosho, Nigeria); Master of
Theology, M.Th. (African Christianity) (2003, University of Natal,
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa).

19th Century Christian Missions

Integration of Christianity, Culture and (Colonial) Empire in the con-
sciousness of early convert-evangelists in the nineteenth and early
twentieth century Africa.

= 2003, ‘Is Africa Incurably Religious?’, II: A Response to Jan Plat-
voet & Henk van Rinsum’, in Exchange 32, 4: 322-339.

NIGERIA

Adeniyi, Mus Osuolale, Dr.

2.
3.

4.
5.

10.

Senior Lecturer

Department of Religious Studies, Faculty of Arts, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria.; and P.O. Box 487, Ede, Nigeria

Phone & fax number: +234 (80) 335.88105

E-mail address:madeniyi @oauife.edu.ng

Diploma in Arabic and Islamic Studies (1977, University of Ibadan);
B.A. (Hons) Islamic Studies (1981 University of Ilorin); M.A. Religion
and Belief System (African Studies) (1984, University of Ibadan); M.
Phil. Islamic Studies (1988, University of Ilorin); Post Graduate Diplo-
ma in Education (PGDE) (1992, University of Ibadan); Ph.D. Islamic
Studies (1993. University of Ilorin).

Islamic Studies.

Muslim Resurgence in a pluralistic society of Nigeria; Islamic Move-
ments in Nigeria.

Nigerian Association for the study of Religions. (NASR, Treasurer and
Editorial Board Member)

=2002, ‘Deviant Behaviours: Implication for Islamic moral Education
in Secondary Schools’, in Ife Journal of Educational Studies 10, 1: 1-6
= 2001, ‘Moral Virtues Underlying Islamic Spirituality’, in O. Woto-
gbe-Weneka Wellington (ed.), Religion and Spirituality. Port Harcourt:
EMHAI Books: 237-251

= 1993, ‘The relationship between Christians, Muslims and African
Traditionalists in History with particular References to Nigeria’, in Ra-
zaq D. Abubakar (ed.) 1993, Studies in Religious Understanding in Ni-
geria. Tlorin: NASR (Nigerian Association for the Study of Religions):
101-114.

Dada, Adekunle Oyinloye, Mr.

2.

Lecturer
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Department of Religious Studies, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nige-
ria.

Phone: +234 (1) 8056148883

E-mail: kledada@yahoo.com

B.A. (Hons) 1992; M.A. (1997); Ph.D. (candidate).

Biblical Studies

The use of the Bible in Afro-Christian Churches.

Nigerian Association for Biblical Studies; American Studies Associa-
tion of Nigeria; Nigerian Association for Promotion of Studies in Arts
and Social Sciences

= 1999, ‘Christianity and Yoruba Culture’, in Egbe Ifie (ed.), Africa:
Our Time and Culture. Ibadan: Opotoru Books, Vol. 1: 94-106

= 2000, ‘Music as Vehicle for Prophetic Inspiration’, in Castalia: Iba-
dan Journal of Multicultural/Multidisciplinary Studies 3: 100-108

= 2003, ‘Christology from Below: A Reflection on Christological Ele-
ments in Selected Yoruba Gospel Songs’ in S.O. Abogunrin e.a. (eds.),
Christology in African Context. No place: Nigerian Association for
Biblical Studies, 259-276.

Ogtingbilé, David Olugbenga, Dr.

w

AR

Lecturer

Department of Religious Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University, P.O.
Box 1950, Ile-Ife, Osun State, Nigeria

Phone: +234 (36) 462.048

E-mail: dogungbilel @yahoo.com, dogungbile @ yahoo.com

B.A. (Hons.) (1987, University of Ife [now Obafemi Awolowo Uni-
versity]), M.A (1992, Obafemi Awolowo University), MTS (2001,
Harvard University), Ph.D. (2003, Obafemi Awolowo University)
Comparative Religion; Sociology of Religion; Methods and Theories
of Religion; Religion and Society in Nigeria; African Religions,
Christianity and Islam

Religion, Politics and Society in Nigeria; Current Perspectives in Ni-
gerian New Religious Movements.; Yoruba Religions in the Americas:
Immigrant Religiosity and Cultural Dynamics; Religion in a Universi-
ty Campus: A Sociological Study of Religious Activities in the Obafe-
mi Awolowo University.; The Challenge of Tradition, Modernity and
Globalization: Bible Interpretation and Application, and the Dynamics
of Nigerian Christianity; Myth and Ritual Paradigms in the Formation
and Administration of African Societies.; Osun Festival Songs: Power,
Order and Identity in Yoruba-African Worldview

Nigerian Association for the Study of Religions (NASR); American
Studies Association of Nigeria (ASAN); National Association for
Christian Studies (NACS); Nigerian Association for Biblical Studies
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(NABIS); Editor, Ife Journal of Religions;, Member, Editorial Commit-
tee of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife Faculty of Arts Confe-
rence 2004

= 2001, ‘Eérindinlogun: The Seeing Eyes of Sacred Shells and
Stones’, in Joseph M. Murphy & Mei-Mei Sanford (eds.) 2001, Osun
Across the Waters: A Yoruba Goddess in Africa and the Americas,
Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 189-212.

= 2001, ‘Prognostication, Explanation and Control: The Interaction of
Ifa Divination Process and the Aladura Churches’, in L.O. Adewole
(ed.) 2001, Ifa and Related Genres (Cape Town Centre for Advanced
Studies of African Society ): 84-96.

= 2003, “Yoruba Cultural Identity: A Phenomenological Approach to
Osun Festival’, in P. A. Dopamu & E. Ade Odumuyiwa (eds.) 2003,
Religion, Science and Culture (No place: Nigerian Association for the
Study of Religions): 179-196.

EUROPE

Frederiks, Martha Theodora, Dr.

2.

N U w

I

10.

Lecturer and researcher in Intercultural Theology at the IIMO Centre
of Utrecht University

Centrum IIMO, Heidelberglaan 2, 3584CS Utrecht, The Netherlands
Phone: +31 (30) 253.9415; Fax: +31 (30) 253.9434

E-mail: mfrederiks @theo.uu.nl

M.A. (1989, Utrecht University), Ph.D. (2003, Utrecht University)
African Church History, African Theology, Christian-Muslim Rela-
tions, Theology of Religions

African Theology; Intercultural theology

International Association for Mission Studies (IAMS); Deutsche Mis-
sions Gesellschaft (DMG)

= 2003, We have toiled all night: Christianity in The Gambia, 1456-
2000. Zoetermeer: Boekencentrum 2003 (= PhD, Utrecht University,
16.10.2003).

= 2003, ‘Miss Jairus Speaks: Developments in African Feminist The-
ology’, in Exchange 32, 1: 70-82.

= 1995, ‘Congruency, Conflict or Dialogue: Lamin Sanneh on the Re-
lation between Gospel and Culture’, in Exchange 24, 2: 123-134.

Richard Hoskins MA (Oxon) PhD, Dr

2.
3.

4.

Visiting Senior Research Fellow in Sociology of Religion

Department of Theology and Religious Studies, King’s College,
Strand WC2R 2LS, London, UK

Phone: 0870 748 9630; Mobile: 0787 606 4416
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E-mail: richard.2.hoskins @kcl.ac.uk

BA (1995, Oxford University); MA (1999, Oxford University); PhD
(1998, London University)

African Religions; Christianity

Kimbanguism (book due out in 2003); African Religions

BASR, AAR

= 1999, The Doctrine of the Trinity. Mellen Press.

= 2002, ‘African Independent Churches’; ‘Aladura’; ‘The Celestial
Church of Christ’; ‘The Brotherhood of the Cross and Star’; ‘Ngun-
zism’; ‘Kardecism’; ‘Kimbanguism’; ‘Zion Christian Church’; ‘The
Nazareth Baptist Church’, in The Encyclopaedia of New Religious
Movements and Alternative Spiritualities (Lion Publishing, 2002).

= 2003, ‘African New Religious Movements and Nature’; ‘Shapeshift-
ing’; (with Faith Warner), ‘African Religions and Nature Conserva-
tion’; ‘Religious Attitudes to Biodiversity in Equatorial Africa’; ‘Kim-
banguism and Nature’, in The Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature
(2003)

Westerlund, David, Ph.D., Prof. (ex officio member of the AASR Execu-

w

© NNk

10.

tive

Professor, Study of Religions (Religionsvetenskap)

Sodertorn University College, Study of Religions, S-14189 Huddinge,
Sweden

Phone: +46 (8) 608.4477; fax: +46 (8) 608.4010

E-mail address: david.westerlund @sh.se

Ph.D. (History of Religions, Stockholm University, 1980)

Religions of Africa, Islam, Judaism and Christianity

African indigenous religions, Islam in Africa and Europe, Sufism in
Europe, religion and politics, religion and health, historiographical
studies, inter-religious (particularly Christian-Muslim) relations
Nathan Soderblom Society, the Swedish Association for the History of
Religions, the editorial board of Journal of Religion in Africa

= 1996, Editor, Questioning the Secular State: the Worldwide Resur-
gence of Religion in Politics. London: Hurst; New York: St Martin’s
Press.

= 1999, Editor with Ingvar Svanberg, Islam Outside the Arab World.
London: Curzon; New York: St Martin's Press.

= 2004, Editor, Sufism in Europe and North America. London & New
York: Routledge-Curzon.

L Y
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Jan G. Platvoet
AASR-Newsletter Co-Editor

REVEIEW
WITCHCRAFT VIOLENCE

Kgatla, S.T., Gerrie ter Haar, Wouter E.A. van Beek & Jan J. de Wolf 2003,
Crossing Witchcraft Barriers in South Africa; Exploring Witchcraft
Accusations: Causes and Solution; A Research Report. Utrecht: Facul-
ty of Social Sciences, 40 pp., ISBN 90-393-3415-3

Pelgrim, Riekje, 2004. South Africa Police Service Attitudes towards Witch-
craft and Witchcraft-related Crime in the Northern Province. Leiden:
Africa Study Centre, 148 pp., ISBN 090.5448.056.4, € 10.00 (= ASC
Research Report no. 72/2003).

These are two reports on research into the perennial problem of witchcraft
accusations in the Limpopo Province of South Africa. The first is by staff
and students of the University of the North (UNIN, South Africa), which is
located in that area, and of Utrecht University (The Netherlands). The other
is by a young Dutch female student of Anthropology who combined partici-
pant observation, including open-ended interviews in both the local commu-
nities and among the police, with an analysis of the literature and the study
of primary sources such as police files and local historical documents.

In recent years, the problem of witchcraft violence in that area became
visible by the changes in the reporting policy of the police, as a result of
which reports of it rose from some fifty a year in the early 1990s to over
1300 in 2000 (3-4). Its basic cause, however, is the deterioration of the soci-
al relations in South Africa in the apartheid and post-apartheid eras. The
first report notes: ‘As the drama of the struggle for survival unfolds, the vul-
nerable and the weak in society become victims’ (6).

The research for the first report was undertaken between 1999 and
2001 and funded by the South Africa-Netherlands Research Programme on
Alternatives in Development (SANPAD). It aims to promote high-quality,
multidisciplinary, collaborative and policy-oriented research by scholars
posted in the historically disadvantaged universities of South Africa and
Dutch scholars, and thereby foster an institutional research culture and
international research collaboration in these South African universities (5).

One aim of this research project was to provide empirical findings
concerning witchcraft accusations in the Limpopo Province, in particular in
its rural areas, as in them their incidence is much higher than in urban areas.



AASR-Newsletter 20 (November 2003) 27

Another aim was to contribute to a reduction of the number of witchcraft
accusations and of the sufferings they cause. Some of the accused were cru-
elly killed and others had to put themselves under police custody or were
forced into a miserable exile. The report contains the findings, opinions and
recommendations of the research team, but they are based also on the views
of participants in a conference of the researchers with policy makers and re-
presentatives of community-based organisations held in March 2001 (1).

As scientific proof of ‘witchcraft’ (and other religious beliefs) is not
possible, the research team opted for an agnostic operational definition of it
as ‘a manifestation of evil believed to come from a human source’ (4-5). It
leaves undecided whether witchcraft fears and accusation are based on true
or false beliefs (5). As the research could not cover all the rural areas afflict-
ed by witchcraft accusation epidemics, the research team also drew on pub-
lished data and analyses in respect of witchcraft beliefs and accusations
elsewhere in Africa for support of its findings in the Limpopo Province (5-
6). This comparative approach, however, also gives this report a much
wider scope than the area of research only.

But the basic cause of this pandemic is in South Africa itself with ‘its
violent history of foreign settlement and apartheid’ (9). The report indicates
it as follows: ‘On the basis of the evidence at our disposal, it is clear that
there are serious flaws within the present social structure in South Africa
with regards to human rights, economic justice, an effective education sys-
tem and proper health care policies. [...] At the heart of the problem [of
witchcraft beliefs and accusations] are tensions, suspicions and hatred gene-
rated by racial, class and other differences and prejudices. As long as these
anomalies are in place, interpersonal relations in South Africa will remain
conflictual’ (6), and continue to fuel witchcraft beliefs, accusation and vio-
lence.

Apart from a Preface (1-2) and an Introduction (3-7), the report con-
sists of a chapter on Witchcraft Discourses in the Limpopo Province (9-27),
and Conclusions and Recommendations (31-35) as well as a Select Biblio-
graphy (36), and a number of photographs.

In the chapter on Witchcraft Discourses, the authors first state how
they approach ‘witchcraft’ (9-11). Then they discuss the characteristics of
‘witchcraft discourses’. They are muted, self-perpetuating and foolproof
discourses which may be easily conceived (11-13), but can be explained
(13-14). They are, however, hard to control by institutions (14-15) and rela-
tively timeless (15-16), for they reveal existential problems (16-17), being
centred on problems in social relations (17-18), in particular in close rela-
tionships (18-19). Witchcraft accusations differ after the particular notion of
evil African societies use, their definition of social relations and human
agency, divination practices, inter-group relations and judicial situation (19-
21). Then they present a model of the six steps in which witchcraft violence
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may escalate. It was developed on the basis of the research reports into
cases of witchcraft accusations by UNIN students (21-26). On the basis of
that model, strategic points are discerned at which witchcraft accusations
may be stopped (27). The authors oppose the proposal that witchcraft accu-
sations be tried in court, because there are structural incompatibilities be-
tween witchcraft accusation and law enforcement (28-30).

In their conclusions and recommendations, the authors draw attention
to the need to reflect critically on the power of words, i.e. on witchcraft ter-
minology as a weapon in situations of social tension (31), e.g. in the media
(35). The sloppy perpetuation of popular witchcraft discourse by Western
academics is also unhelpful to resolve the problem of witchcraft accusations
(33). For the development of policy it is important, they state, to keep in
mind that people are free to believe in witches. But it is criminal to convert
that belief into accusations, for they infringe the rights and freedom of other
individuals. Belief in witches and witchcraft is therefore limited both by na-
tional and international law (31, 34). Witchcraft accusations need ‘to be
taken up as a serious human rights issue. The killing of alleged witches vio-
lates the most basic human right of every human being, which is their right
to live, and the integrity of the person as stipulated in the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights’ (35).

The authors draw attention too to the gender bias in the selection of
victims, but also to the active role of women in their accusation; and to that
of youth as executioner after the adults have branded them as witches. The
role of healers is an ambivalent one: they may be instrumental in putting an
end to witchcraft accusations, but often further both witchcraft beliefs and
accusations (31-32). They should be invited to share their knowledge with
others and be encouraged to use their skills constructively (34, 35). Educa-
tion is the most important instrument for developing authentic African cul-
tures without witchcraft accusation (33). Churches should use their store of
rituals to heal the rifts manifest in witchcraft accusations (33).

In Witchcraft and Policing, Riekje Pelgrim discusses this subject from
the point of view of the police. She investigates the dynamics between (a)
the views and beliefs of the local community with its witchcraft discourse,
(b) the stipulations of national witchcraft legislation and (c) the dilemmas
facing the police with regard to local views (which they often share) and
national legislation.
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Jan G. Platvoet
AASR-Newsletter Co-Editor

REVHEW

MINIMAL & MARGINAL:
CHRISTIANITY IN THE GAMBIA

Martha T. Frederiks 2003, We Have Toiled All Night: Christianity in The
Gambia, 1456-2000. Zoetermeer (The Netherlands): Uitgeverij Boeken-
centrum, 453 pp., maps, glossary, summary in Dutch, index, curriculum
vitae, ISBN 90-239-1534-8, € 29.90 (= PhD Utrecht University, 16.10.-
2003, cum laude; Missiological Research in The Netherlands, vol. 33).

The book
In 1910, the Methodist missionary in The Gambia, William Maude, wrote
the following remarkable lines in his Memorandum on Mohammedanism:

For myself I can come to no other conclusion than that, despite all our resolu-
tions and regrets, unless something very remarkable takes place, something there
is no sign of, West Africa, outside the present spheres of Christian influence,
will be Mohammedan [...] before very long. [...]

It seems to me as if the first thing to be done, if we are to win these Mohamme-
dan people to Christ [...], is to make ourselves neighbourly. We must show that,
differences notwithstanding, we are their friends. We must gain their confidence,
ministering to their bodily needs, familiarising them with Christian ideas, getting
the children, humbling ourselves, after the manner of our Master, and making
ourselves of them [sic/] as far as we can innocently and healthily can [sic/.!

Maud’s analysis and proposed missionary strategy went unheeded for half a
century. Only at the time of independence, in 1965 (394), did another expa-
triate, the Anglican bishop Olufosoye (a Nigerian by birth), present a simi-
lar analysis. By then, he saw only ‘little Christian islands in a great sea of
Islam’ (357) and ‘conventional methods get[ting] nowhere at all’ (364). So
he contacted the Islam in Africa Project (IAP) in Nigeria in 1967, because
there was need for innovative thinking, for in The Gambia as ‘in most Mus-
lim countries people find a great gulf fixed between the Christian Church

! Quoted in Frederiks 2003: 252; italics in Frederiks 2003. The Memorandum itself
is in the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Archives, Box 295 H2709, microfiche 426,
at the World Church Office in London (Frederiks 2003: 18-20, 252n238, 414-415).
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and the Muslim community which they simply cannot bridge’ (364). But O-
lufosoye’s views and sentiments proved not at all to be those of the commo-
nality of the various tiny Christian communities in the Gambia at that time,
for ‘good rapport [prevailed] between Christians and Muslims at the grass-
roots level’ in The Gambia throughout the 20" century (382-383). It took
another two decades and two more expatriates before Christian-Muslim re-
lations in The Gambia became an explicit object of study and policy (390-
391). In 1985, the RC bishop Cleary made them a major object in his acces-
sion speech (346-350). And Olufosoye’s successor, J. Rigal Elisée (1972-
1986), became instrumental in 1986 in the appointment of an IAP-worker to
the Gambian Christian Council. She was Rev. Cokkie van ‘t Leven, who
served from 1987 to 1992 (364, 380, 383-385). After her term (1987-1992),
the author of this volume served in that position from 1993 to 1999. This
book is the rich outcome of her historical research and theological reflection
in that post and as a PhD student of [IMO (Interuniversity Centre for Missi-
ology & Ecumenics) at Utrecht University from 1999 to 2003. All this
meant, however, that, ‘reflection on the role of the Gambian Christian
churches in society and [... their] relations to the Muslim community hap-
pened from the late 1960s onwards at the GCC [Gambian Christian Coun-
cil] rather than at the denominational level’ (333, 356). That is, it remained
expatriate and top-down, and did not reach the grassroots, even though it
had become clear by the 1960s that the Gambian context had shaped the
Christian churches in stead of The Gambia being transformed by the
churches.

Her book has three purposes. Its first aim is to present a history of five
and a half centuries of Christianity in the Gambia: from 1455, when Cada-
mosto — a Venetian captain in the service of the Portuguese crown — met
with a Muslim Wolof chief in present-day Senegal who was eager ‘to hear
the articles of our faith recited’, but met with hostility in the estuary of the
river Gambia (163); till 2000, when roughly 95 per cent of the Gambians
were Muslim, and Christians still counted merely 3,5 per cent of the popula-
tion (1-2, 4, 5, 113n1, 153, 157, 389n274, 397). This history is presented in
chapters 5 to 9 (159-391). It is a very exhaustive and often quite minute one,
for it is based not only on a wide study of secondary literature, but also on
an extensive and intensive research of the relevant archives, in The Gambia
— often badly kept and mice-eaten — and in missionary headquarters in Eu-
rope. These two sources were supplemented with interviews, unpublished
theses, pamphlets and other ‘grey literature’ (17-20, 414-429). All this ma-
terial is well documented in the over 2000 footnotes which have been ap-
pended to the ten chapters of the book.

Its second purpose is to portray this story of the failure to christianise
The Gambia in the contexts of its ethnic composition, political history and
in particular its successful Islamisation. Therefore, after the introductory
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chapter on the problem, the models (see below), method, and structure of
the book and the sources (1-20), she surveys the odd ten major peoples of
The Gambia and their indigenous religions in chapter 2 (21-75), and sum-
marises The Gambia’s ‘general history’ in chapter 3 (76-112). She devotes
chapter 4 to the history of Islam in The Gambia and the wider Senegambian
and West African regions (113-158). She follows this up in the chapters 5 to
9 with the history of Christianity in The Gambia, paying explicit attention to
the indigenisation of Christianity in The Gambia (205-213, 233-237, 253-
269, 272, 277-282, 313-317, 331, 343-346, 350-356, 359, 361-363), and the
attitudes of the missionaries and the Christian communities to Islam and the
Gambian indigenous religions (161, 180, 216-217, 231-232, 247-253, 272,
273, 284-285, 295, 309, 318-326, 329-332, 334, 346-350, 356, 357, 363-
365, 365n158, 391). She distinguishes four ‘models’ in their theologies of
religions.

The common one, prevailing from the 15" to the mid-20"™ century with
the missionaries, was the ‘expansionist’ one: ‘pagans’ and Muslims must
both ‘convert’, and Christianity must be ‘planted’, and supplant all other re-
ligions, Islam included (5-8, 81-83, 161, 163-166, 172-176, 180-182, 392,
396-398). The author notes the intimate connection of this model of thought
with power throughout the history of Christianity, and more in particular
with Europe’s maritime and colonial expansion in the period studied (7,
216-217, 397). And she also indicates that this missionary mind-set was vir-
tually completely absent in the grassroots Christian communities of traders,
Mulattos, freed slaves and recent refugees in The Gambia. They exhibited
mostly a ‘survivalist attitude’ (353), being quite content ‘merely’ to culti-
vate their several (Mulatto, Akou/Krio, Wolof, Manjago and other) Chris-
tian identities in isolation in the margins of The Gambia, cultural and spatial
— e.g. in their ‘coastal captivity’ (274; 75, 166-171, 174-180, 182, 216, 231,
334, 335-340, 389-390, 392-394).

In the nineteenth century, a second missionary model emerged, termed
diaconia by the author (8-10, 398-400). It is that of serving those to be con-
verted with the several ‘works of charity’, ranging from buying slaves in or-
der to set them free in the abolitionist era (198-199, 216) to providing them
with education and health care in colonial times, to agrarian development
programmes and other NGO-type of relief work in the post-colonial era.
The author, however, recognises that these ‘charities’ were completely sub-
servient to Christian expansionism until recently. They served, or were
meant to serve, as powerful instruments of Christian mission (272-273, 284,
393, 396, 398) and are still used as such by Evangelicals in The Gambia
(10, but see 334, 388). Only after the expatriate Christian leadership in The
Gambia became aware after 1950 that Muslims would definitively not be
converted (228, 232, 243, 250-253, 272, 282, 286, 295, 309, 317, 322, 330,
334, 347, 363-365, 386, 390, 392), did it continue diaconia towards them
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(not towards the ‘pagans’) without the ulterior purpose of their conversion
(229, 286, 294, 331-332, 337, 347, 391, 397, 399). The separation of diaco-
nia from the power purposes, however, seems far from complete. The au-
thor notes that even now diaconia is aimed ‘at spreading Christian influence
in society and creating goodwill for the Christian community’, (284, 317,
322, 325, 330, 331, 342), by such secular means as development pro-
grammes and rebuilding markets destroyed by fire (399). She adds ruefully
that ‘in an age [when] Africa is flooded with aid organisations, the Christian
character of the diakonia has at times become difficult to distinguish’ (399).

At the time when diaconia became somewhat — at least in theological
reflection — disentangled from expansionism in Christian-Muslim relation-
ships in The Gambia, two more Christian ‘models’, ‘mind-sets’, or attitudes
towards Muslims emerged: those of ‘presence’ and ‘dialogue’ (10-15, 325-
326, 331-332, 346-350, 362-363, 400-406). The author defines ‘presence’
as ‘silent testimony’ and ‘non-confrontational witness to Christ by sharing
the ups and downs of life’ (11). She traces it to a number of role-models:
Christ himself, early Christian hermits, Saint Francis of Assissi; and in
modern times to Cardinal Lavigerie, founder of the missionary society of
the White Fathers, and in particular to Charles de Foucauld who lived a her-
mit’s life among the Tuaregs from 1905 to 1916. Max Warren’s ‘theology
of attention’ is presented as another version of this model (10-13, 317, 400-
402).

The attitude of ‘dialogue’, aimed at ‘mutual understanding and mutual
growth’ [!!, JP] (13n57), emerged from the several academic liberal Christi-
an theologies in Europe in the 19" and 20" centuries. They were shaped by
their confrontation with the Western sciences, the secularisation of Western
and other societies, and the paradox of an increasing and permanent religi-
ous plurality in the West and the world at large despite the huge numerical
increase of missionary, ‘theocratic’ Christianity and Islam in the course of
the 20" century.” Dialogue, says the author, ‘advocates an attitude of open-
ness and respect to people of other faiths and the willingness of Christians
to be challenged and changed in the encounter with people of other faiths’
as ‘fellow pilgrims’ who all, it is believed, have some grasp, however par-
tial, of God through their respective religions (13, 347, 384). The Islam in
Africa Project (IPA), and its successor, the Project for Christian Muslim Re-
lations in Africa (PROCMURA), were inspired by this attitude (15, 317,
334, 383).

The third purpose of this book is explicitly theological. It’s aim is ‘to
see dialogue as an opportunity to be challenged and changed and thus come
to a deeper understanding of God’ (391, my emphasis). To achieve it in
present-day The Gambia, the author proposes that diaconia be resolutely

% This is mainly my analysis.
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freed from the unilateral, inherently polemical, expansionist dream, and that
the three mind-sets of diaconia, presence and dialogue be complemented
by, and subsumed in, a new theological model: that of kenosis (Phillipians
2: 5-11). She defines this Pauline concept as the attitude of being ready as
Christians to ‘empty oneself’ as (in Christian belief) Christ did in incarna-
tion by becoming man ‘in order to show the love of God for humankind’
(403). She briefly traces recent theological reflection on it (403-406) and
concludes her book by advocating it as the theological panacea for ‘the little
Christian islands in a great sea of Islam’ in The Gambia (406-408).

Appreciation

It is plain from this summary that this book deserves a wide reception and
thorough study in the Departments of Religious Studies in Anglophone Af-
rica for a few reasons. One is the sobering fact that five centuries of Chris-
tian presence and missionary effort in The Gambia produced such a mini-
mal and marginal outcome. It shows that the results of missionary efforts —
Christian and other — are thoroughly context-bound. Their outcomes are
contingent upon, and constrained and shaped by quite other, secular forces
and factors than the (presumed) truth of a religion, the sacrifices its missio-
naries make for its propagation, and the ‘grace’ which is said to induce con-
verts to accept this ‘one and only road to salvation’. This is true not only for
the failure of Christianity in The Gambia, but also for the resounding suc-
cess of Christianity in other parts of West Africa, as well as for the success
of Islam in The Gambia and in many other parts of West Africa, and its fail-
ure (so far) in others.

Another is the expert manner, richly documented manner, in which
this very full but well-balanced history is portrayed. Many will also be in-
spired by her pioneering theology of religions. In the face of an African Is-
lam that has become markedly more able intellectually, doctrinally asser-
tive, and in places politically aggressive, it may be felt that her theology of
‘kenotic presence’ (353), combined with unselfish service and a completely
honest dialogue, may perhaps serve to defuse the growing tension.

Reservations

However innovative and attractive, it is precisely her theology, that raises a
number of reservations in my mind. One respects her privileging, through-
out her book, of (expatriate, elitist) reflective theology over against the lack
of it, and disinterest in it, at the grassroots level of the ‘isolationist’ tiny
Christian communities of The Gambia, which were ‘hardly “witnessing
communities” (181, 183, 309, 390). She reports on the ‘inertia of the laity’
(341n36) and its ‘survivalist attitude’ (353). It turned Christianity into ‘a re-
ligion of and for foreigners’ (329, 334, 337, 366-367, 371-377, 390), ‘out-
siders’ (325) isolated ‘from the real Gambian interreligious life’ (340, my



34 AASR-Newsletter 20 (November 2003)

emphasis). She complains that ‘the conscious and supervised theological re-
flection on the interaction between gospel and culture (inculturation from
above) is still in its infancy’ in The Gambia even in 2000 (395, 334, 391).
Gambian Christians ‘consider dialogue a waste of time’, and question open-
ly ‘the willingness of the Muslim community to engage in a true dialogue’
(385). They fear, and feel threatened by, Islam (347), and see dialogue only
‘as promoting respect and peaceful co-existence’, not ‘as an opportunity to
[...] to come to a deeper understanding of God’ (402) and to ‘challenge
each other [viz. Christians and Muslims] in enriching ways’ (403). The au-
thor rejects the inculturation of a Christian church in one ethnic culture on-
ly. She wants it to ‘take its roots in the wider Senegambian, West African
soil, with its diversities of cultures and religions’ (390, 396).

But she admits several times that precisely the ‘isolationist’ Christian
communities, content to cultivate their marginal and/or ‘foreign’ (actually
immigrant) Christian identities, have maintained cordial relationships and
peaceful co-existence with their Muslim fellowmen throughout the 20" cen-
tury (113, 114, 156, 158, 284-285, 325, 330, 348, 364, 365n157, 382-383).
‘Only very few Christian families had no Muslim relatives’ (383). Chris-
tians and Muslims not only ‘joined in each other’s festivities and laboured
side by side on the work floor or in the fields’ (346). They also ‘participated
in marriages, funerals, and name-giving ceremonies’ (378), despite ‘refor-
mist’ confrontation on both sides in the past (346-347), especially during
the disruptive ‘Soninke-Marabout’ wars (1849-1900). ‘The model of pres-
ence is mainly lived out in the small Christian communities in the rural are-
as, which are predominantly Muslim’ (391). It is done by ‘offer[ing] Chris-
tianity in a non-obtrusive and non-offensive way’ (325), i.e. by ‘teach[ing]
the Gospel without preaching it’ (326). And she agrees, that the Akou/Krio
community, founded by liberated slaves in the abolitionist era, deserves to
seen, after nearly two centuries, as an authentic Gambian culture (216, 389-
390) with a distinct culture and language of their own (363). That is, or will
in due time be, equally true, however, for the other ‘ethnic’ Christian com-
munities. In brief, Gambian Christian minorities practised a deft religious
variety of the ‘consociationalism’ which political theorists like Lijphart say
works best in plural democracies, The Gambia (and The Netherlands) in-
cluded (104-105).

But more importantly, I suggest that scholarly impartiality demands
that the grassroots inarticulate intuition of these ‘ethnic Christians’ about
how they may relate, in the pragmatics of daily life, to the overwhelming
Muslim majority of their nation, should have been examined on its own
historical merits in stead of being condemned on theological, normative
grounds. Rather, their cherishing their Christian ‘ethnic’ distinctness as a
safe haven because of a historically well-informed suspicion should have
been rated as another valid Christian attitude towards Muslim and ‘pagan’
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fellowmen on a par with the models of an expatriate theology which has it-
self barely begun to indigenise (348-349, 364). It might have been examin-
ed as a prudent balance of neighbourliness and distance on the basis of ac-
commodation to traditional beliefs, rituals and values, which these Chris-
tians (still) share with many Muslim fellowmen. That might have prevented
the author from indulging in another top-down normativity when she writes
that ‘the majority of the Gambian Christians (and the Gambian Muslims)
live a double life, a life at two levels: one is the Christian level; the other is
the level of African traditional religions’ (346). Top-down ‘inculturation’ is
approved and promoted but will not work. Grassroots accommodation is the
perfect inculturation and works well but is condemned as syncretistic.

Preoccupation with theology also prevents the author from asking the
hard-nosed but pertinent question why Islam succeeded so admirably in The
Gambia where Christianity, despite its intimate connection to European co-
lonialism, failed so dismally. Sociological and political questions about
majority and minority, and consequent superiority and inferiority, are all the
more pressing, as her eagerness to promote dialogue (i.e. equality) and to
practice kenotic presence (i.e. humility) seem to incline her to underrate the
changes in the Gambian Islam. More confrontational positions are fostered
by the ‘development aid’ it receives from the wealthy Muslim oil-nations,
and the Islamic training which Gambian Muslims are liberally given there.
Marginality and accommodation may still prove more beneficial for Gam-
bian Christians in the 21% century than the author’s well-articulated theolo-
gy of diaconia, dialogue and kenotic presence.

Lastly, readers with an average knowledge of the topography of The
Gambia would have been greatly assisted if the book had had many more
and better maps, of the kind of the kind provided in chapter 2, than the
folded map at the end of the book, which is confused and confusing. De-
spite these reservations, the book is much recommended.
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Silvester, Jeremy & Jan-Bart Gewald 2003, Words Cannot Be Found: Ger-
man Colonial Rule in Namibia: An Annotated Reprint of the 1918 Blue
Book. Leiden: Brill Academic Publishers, XxxxviI + 370 pp., ISBN 90
04 12891 2, Pbk., € 41.00 (price excludes VAT, postage & packing).

The 1918 Blue Book Report on the Natives of South-West Africa and their
treatment by Germany, is based on the voluntary statements taken under
oath of no less than 50 African witnesses. This testimony was combined
with numerous German colonial documents to produce, not only a stinging
indictment of German colonial policy in German South West Africa, but
also the first detailed eyewitness accounts of the first genocide of the twen-
tieth century. However, within ten years of being printed, orders were is-
sued for the destruction of all copies of the Blue Book within the British
Empire. The editors have investigated how the Blue Book came into being,
provided background information to the events and people described, and
sought to discover the original German documents upon which so much of
the Blue Book material is based. The particular usefulness of the book lies in
the fact that it gives voice to African testimony regarding the first genocide
of the 20™ century. This book is volume 1 of the new book series Sources
for African History published by Brill. (summary by Brill)

Roswith Gerloff (ed.) 2003, Mission is Crossing Frontiers: Essays in Hon-
our of Bongani Mazibuko. Pietermaritzburg: Cluster Publications, 574
pp., ISBN: 1-875053-37-9, $25.00 or £15 or R120.00

‘Missiology is the study of “the church as surprise”... Because of its frontier po-
sition it is well suited to raise issues for other theological disciplines, to remind
them of dimensions that are overlooked, to point out that the Bible can be read in
many ways, and to question many of the clichés of western theology’ (Bongani
A. Mazibuko)

This book invites us into ‘frontier-crossing’ in three parts: The first is dedi-
cated to the memory of a theological educator who influenced students and
pastors in contextualising theology, liberating them from western-only con-
cepts, building bridges over racial and cultural divides, and encouraging
learner-centred dialogical education. The second shares with us some of his
own writings, especially on pastoral training and intercultural learning in
Birmingham (UK) and Umlazi, Durban, rendering culture a starting point
for church and mission. The third, the ‘Legacy’, raises awareness of various
contemporary issues such as African Christianity as a new religion, the sig-
nificance of new religious movements, especially AICs, the impact of the
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African Diaspora on Europe, liberating theological education, listening to
women’s voices, diasporic identity as hybridity, and interreligious dialogue.
It may serve as a textbook for transcending barriers, not only in content but
also in critical methodology. (summary forwarded by Dr. Roswith Gerloff)
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
RELIGIORNS AFRICA

Abbink, Jan, Mirjam de Bruijn & Klaas van Waveren (eds.) 2003, Rethink-
ing Resistance: Revolt and Violence in African History. Leiden: Brill (=
African Dynamics, 2), X+370 pp., ISBN 90.04.12624.4, pbk., € 32.50,
US$ 38.

Abogunrin, S. Oyin, 2001, ‘Religion and National Rebirth: The Nigerian
Experience; An Introductory Lecture’, in Orita: Ibadan Journal of Reli-
gious Studies 33, 1+2: 1-23.

Adogame, Afe, 2003, ‘Betwixt Identity and Security: African New Religi-
ous Movements and the Politics of Religious Networking in Europe’, in
Nova Religio: The Journal of Emergent and Alternative Religions, 7, 2:
24-41.

Adogame, Afe, 2003, ‘Old Wine in New Bottles: Prophetic Experiences in
the Celestial Church of Christ’, in James L. Cox & Gerrie ter Haar
(eds.), Uniquely African?: African Christian Identity from Cultural and
Historical Perspectives. Trenton (New Jersey): Africa World Press, 241-
260.

Adogame, Afe, 2003, ‘Sinn und Unsinn der Globalisierung: Eine afrikani-
sche Perspektive’, in Widerspruch: Miinchner Zeitschrift fiir Philoso-
phie, vol. 23, no. 39 (Kritik der Globalisierung: aulereuropéische Per-
spektiven): 10-25.

Adogame, Afe 2002, ‘Traversing Local-Global Religious Terrain: African
New Religious Movements in Europe’, in Zeitschrift fiir Religionswis-
senschaft, 02/1, 10. Jahrgang, pp. 33-49.

Adogame, Afe, 2002, ‘Engaged in the Task of “Cleansing” the World: Ala-
dura Churches in 20" Century Europe’, in Klaus Koschorke (ed.) Trans-
continental Links in the History of Non-Western Christianity / Transkon-
tinentale Beziehungen in der Geschichte des Auflereuropdischen Chris-
tentums.Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, vol. 6: 73-86.

Adogame, Afe, 2002, ‘Tomorrow’s Leaders as Leaders for Today: Youth
Empowerment and African New Religious Movements’, in B. Trudell,
K. King, S. McGrath & P. Nugent (eds.), Africa’s Young Majority.
Edinburgh: Centre of African Studies, 207-227.

Adogame, Afe, 2002, ‘Religion in Nigeria’, in J.G. Melton & M. Baumann
(eds.) 2002, Religions of the World: A Comprehensive Encyclopedia of
Beliefs and Practices. Santa Barbara: ABC-Clio, 950-956.
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Adogame, Afe, 2002, ‘Celestial Church of Christ’, in J.G. Melton & M.
Baumann (eds.) 2002, Religions of the World: A Comprehensive Ency-
clopedia of Beliefs and Practices. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 256.

Adogame, Afe, 2002, ‘Pentecostalism in Germany’, in Stanley M. Burgess
& Eduard M. van der Maas (eds.) 2002, The New International Dictio-
nary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements. Grand Rapids, Zon-
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