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FROM THE DESK OF 
THE PRESIDENT 

 

Elias K. Bongmba 
 

This edition of the AASR Bulletin is rich with information about our organization be-
cause 2012 has been a very busy one for us. Most of you are now back at your institu-
tions, teaching and doing research. In a month we will see many of you in North Amer-
ica and those who will travel from Europe and Africa at the annual meetings of the 
American Academy of Religion and the Society for Biblical Literature. In our panels 
this year we will discuss four fascinating books, beginning with the two volume African 
Traditions in the Study of Religion, a festschrift for Jacob Olupona, edited by Afe Ado-
game, Ezra Chitando, and Bolaji Bateye. The second book we will discuss is African 
Sexualities: A Reader, which I consider a real labor of love and first of its kind, edited 
by Sylvia Tamale. The third book, which was highly anticipated, is Religion and HIV 
AIDS, edited by Beverly Haddad with contributions from many scholars of religion 
who have several years of research and discussion at the CHART program at the Uni-
versity of KwaZulu Natal directed by Beverly Haddad.  
 

You will get the report on the successful AASR conference at Egerton University in 
Njoro, Kenya. I will use this opportunity to make one quick observation about the con-
ference which I found fascinating. When we arrived in Kenya we were welcomed by 
students from Egerton University who had volunteered their time to welcome us to their 
beautiful campus and university. They gave us assistance in many ways; answered our 
questions, helped us find our rooms, helped us find our way around, provided assistance 
during the conference in many ways. But more importantly, they were present at all the 
sessions, listened intently to the papers, and engaged many of us on the study of reli-
gion. 
 

I was impressed and touched by this gesture for several reasons. First, they could have 
spent their time in many other ways, but they choose to spend those days with us. Se-
cond, they impressed me because as students studying religion they knew the distinc-
tions between the religious experience and the study of religion as an academic disci-
pline. Many of us take those distinctions for granted, but many students in some Afri-
can countries are growing up at a time when in response to the many challenges we 
face, some religious leaders have turned religion into the only ‘magical’ path to suc-
cess. It was therefore fascinating to see students who know that they can stand aside 
and examine religious claims and practices in an academic environment. Third, these 
students at Egerton University may represent the future of our discipline. 
 

Although we know that all students who are religious studies majors now may not as-
pire to be scholars of religion, we also know that if we assume our roles as mentors in 
research and teaching, the ones who go on to graduate school for a career in religions 
studies would have benefitted from the kind of exposure they had at the conference. 
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The broad impact and lasting effect of the exposure the students had at the conference 
is not something we can see clearly now, but we can do some things which will make 
sure that some of these students and many other students elsewhere would aspire to be-
come scholars of religion in the future. In addition to mentoring we can continue to 
work closely with our colleagues around the world to promote graduate studies in reli-
gion in Africa especially, and around the world. Our responsibility in this case is to 
identify potential scholars and recruit them to graduate programs or recommend them to 
our colleagues in graduate programs around the world. 
 

Let me express my appreciation to the conference committee again, especially to Da-
maris Partisau, the students who joined us and gave us so much assistance, The Chan-
cellor and the Deputy Vice Chancellor, the Dean of the college of Arts for the warm 
welcome they gave us.  
 

 
The odd-seventy particpants in the 5th AASR Conference in Africa & IAHR Regional Conference 
at Egerton University, Njoro, Kenya, 18-23 July, gathered in front of the entrance to the lecture 
hall on Thursday 19th July 2013 after the guest of honour, Prof. John Mbiti, had deleivered his 
keynote address ‘“Go Back and Fetch What Was Left Behind” (Akan Proverb): Riddles, Rituals 
and Spirituality in Africa’. Prof. Mbiti is seated fourth from the right, next to Afe Adogame and 
Rosalind Hackett, IAHR President. Damaris Parsitau, the local organizer of the conference, is seat-
ed second from right, next to Elias Bongmba, AASR President. 
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FROM THE DESK OF 
THE GENERAL SECRETARY 

 

Afe Adogame 
 

MINUTES OF THE AASR BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD ON 19TH & 22ND JULY 2012 AT 

EGERTON UNIVERSITY, NJORO, KENYA 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 

5TH AASR/IAHR REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
(IN COLLABORATION WITH PANAFSTRAG) 

ON 
SPORTS, LEISURE, RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY 

IN AFRICA & THE AFRICAN DIASPORA 

 
Opening and Welcome 
The meeting commenced at 4pm with the President, Elias Bongmba chairing. On behalf 
of the Executive Committee, he thanked all members present for attending the business 
meeting but more importantly for their participation in the regional conference at Eger-
ton University. He also expressed gratitude to the conference local and international or-
ganizing committees for successfully hosting and executing a historic conference and 
on a very thought-provoking theme. The General Secretary also welcomed participants 
and thanked all for their support of the conference. He expressed profound gratitude to 
the IAHR Executive Council, PANAFSTRAG headed by Ishola William (Major Gene-
ral Rtd.) and the WCC (HIV/AIDS Network led by Ezra Chitando) for their generous 
grants of $1000.00 each in support of the Kenya 2012 conference. 
 

Minutes of the last general meeting 
The General Secretary, Afe Adogame indicated that minutes of the business meeting 
held at the 4th AASR/IAHR Regional Conference held at Obafemi Awolowo Universi-
ty, Ile Ife, Nigeria (11 January 2010); and the AASR Business meeting at the IAHR 
Congress, University of Toronto, Canada (17 August 2010) were already published in 
the AASR Bulletin 33 (November 2010): 5-7 and 8-11 respectively. As the matters aris-
ing from the minutes were already listed as items on the agenda, the house decided to 
defer discussions and thus took the items on the agenda subsequently.  
 

Reports 
Treasurer/Financial Secretary 
The Treasurer/Financial Secretary, Abel Ugba, informed the house that there was not 
much to report on owing to the very lean purse resulting in the low financial activity in 
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the past year. He indicated that the balance of the central account as at the time of the 
conference was a meagre sum of £145. He promised that a comprehensive financial re-
port will be presented at the end of the conference since the ongoing event was being 
partly supported from the central treasury. Jan Platvoet suggested that the Treasurer’s 
full financial report should be made with every May issue of the AASR Bulletin. 
 

North American Representative 
Lilian Dube presented a detailed report of AASR-NA activities since her assumption of 
office, having filled the position after Kathleen O’Brien Wicker. The report also in-
cluded her statement of resignation as the AASR-NA Representative. The Executive 
Committee thanked her for her immense contribution to AASR-NA and AASR as a 
whole. As to her decision to resign, the Executive Committee did not accept it but 
promised to engage a further deliberation before coming out with a decision. 
 

The centralization of the AASR treasury 
The General Secretary briefed the house of the new financial regime proposed by the 
Executive Committee, providing a background history of the circumstances leading to 
the change of procedure. First, he indicated that the 60/40% formula for the collection 
of annual membership dues, which was proposed and agreed at the AASR business 
meeting held during the 2005 IAHR Congress in Tokyo, has been grossly ineffective 
and proved unworkable in spite of several efforts. He noted that while only few regions 
and national centres such as North America, Europe, Zambia have been consistent in 
paying their annual dues and disbursing same into the central treasury using the 60/40% 
formula, virtually all other regions and national centres have perpetually defaulted. The 
sheer inability and non-effectiveness of some national and regional representatives in 
collecting membership annual dues from their respective constituencies has plunged the 
association into financial distress. While all members in the defaulting regions and nati-
onal contexts were receiving complimentary copies of the published bulletins, they had 
failed on their part to fulfill their membership financial obligations. He noted that re-
gretfully, the low finances of the association had in fact led to the inability to garner 
sufficient funds to produce the hard copies of the bulletin since 2011. The executive 
committee was quite constrained in suspending the publication of hard copies of the 
bulletin due to perennial lack of funds. In the interim, the AASR Executive resorted to 
electronic publication of the bulletin from AASR Bulletin 34 (May 2011) onwards as a 
temporary measure.     
 

Second, the General Secretary noted that the poor financial situation has also affected 
the association adversely in that the Executive Committee could not carry out its pro-
grammes effectively. For instance, it could not proceed with the creation of the propos-
ed new AASR website, the establishment of the AASR electronic journal, and with pro-
viding financial support (bursary) to colleagues based in Africa to attend AASR regio-
nal conferences. It was against this backdrop that the AASR (inner) Executive engaged 
in extensive consultations and deliberations with the aim of providing a more viable so-
lution and sustainable panacea to AASR’s ongoing financial imbroglio. Following from 
the above, the Executive Committee therefore put two motions before the entire AASR 
membership electronically, through the AASR e-mail distribution list on 5th July 2012 
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by which it aimed to regain AASR financial viability as an academic organization 
poised to serving and promoting scholarship on the religions of Africa in Africa and in 
the African Diaspora. 
 

The first motion focused on new guidelines on payments of dues and the second motion 
on the proposed centralization of the AASR treasury. The first stated as follows: 
Motion 1: I agree that all AASR members should pay an annual membership fee, as sti-
pulated in article 4a in the AASR Constitution; that its minimum is the equivalent in 
local currency of US$10; and that the deregistration procedure proposed be adopted. 
Motion 2: I support that AASR membership dues collection is centralised through the 
AASR website wherever feasible and economical. I also support that all fees collected 
de-centrally be transferred to the central treasury. 
 

The motions were explained first in detail with extended arguments where necessary 
and then summarized in the motions themselves (vide email communication of 5 July 
2012 with members; see also AASR Bulletin 34 (May 2011): 6: ‘A Special Message 
from the AASR President’). Members were kindly asked to express their consent to, or 
dissent from, the policies proposed by voting on the two motions. For each of these 
motions each member was simply required to electronically vote: YES or NO. Owing 
to the inability of several members to attend the Kenyan conference in July, voting was 
to commence electronically via an online Survey Monkey created for the purpose on 5 
July 2012, and to close during the business meeting in Kenya. If a majority of the 
AASR members voting expressed support for these policies, the motions were to be dis-
cussed and put to the vote at the AASR General Meeting during the 5th AASR Confe-
rence at Egerton University, Njoro, Kenya, 17-22 July 2012, and, if approved, to be in-
corporated into the revised AASR Constitution at the next AASR General Meeting. 
 

Prior to voting on the two motions proposed by the AASR Executive committee, mem-
bers were given the opportunity to discuss these motions on the floor of the house. The 
feedback was mixed with several members speaking in favour of the motions while 
only a few opposed the motions. The North American Representative, Lilian Dube, 
voiced strong opposition and circulated leaflets to members to that effect. She alleged 
that the decisions were taken by a cross-section of the Executive committee as she had 
not been consulted in the prior deliberation. This allegation was immediately rejected 
by the President and General Secretary as an unfounded insinuation. They responded 
that the decision was a collective one by the full inner AASR Executive Committee de-
riving from a sustained, prolonged conversation, which engaged all Executive commit-
tee members. Besides, the Executive Committee assured members that the decision was 
taken in good faith in order to move the association forward. After a robust discussion 
on the subject matter from the house, the motions were put into vote resulting in 26 
votes in favour of the motions; 2 votes against the motions; and 1 abstention vote total-
ling 29.  
 

Following these voting results, the Executive Committee disclosed the outcome of the 
electronic voting via Survey Monkey (organised and provided by the AASR Assistant 
General Secretary & Webmaster, Melissa Browning – in absentia). The result shows 
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that 39 members had voted via the Survey Monkey with 1 vote against the centraliza-
tion motion and 38 votes in support of the motion. The overall results of the voting can 
be summarized as follows: 67 votes in favour of the motions; 3 votes against the mo-
tions; and 1 vote in abstention. The President and General Secretary expressed thanks to 
all members for their deliberations, suggestions and for expressing their democratic 
rights on such an important decision that aimed to take the association into a brighter fi-
nancial climate. They encouraged members to take these decisions seriously as the suc-
cess of the association depends on collective action and efforts. Therefore, the centrali-
zation of funds will take effect from 1st of January 2013. As will the de-registration of 
all non-paying members after a procedure to be developed and announced by the AASR 
Treasurer. 
 

Fundraising 
The need to explore other avenues for generating funds for the association was discus-
sed. Gerrie ter Haar suggested that a committee be set up to work in collaboration with 
the treasurer and come up with new ideas for fund generation. It was also discussed that 
AASR should think about individual donations for specific purposes. Gerrie ter Haar, 
Frans Wiljsen and Gail Rose-Johnson were nominated to serve in the fund-raising com-
mittee. They were given the mandate to explore funding possibilities in Europe, North 
America but also in Africa. 
 

Review of membership fees 
Owing to the present financial predicament of the association, the question was raised 
about the possibility of reviewing the membership dues. Jan Platvoet reiterated the need 
for prior consultations with regional/national AASR bodies on what is an adequate, mo-
derate annual membership due for each context. The treasurer promised to consult with 
each of the national/regional representatives in order to set appropriate due rates. In the 
meantime, the operating rates are as follows: $60 per member per year in North 
America; Europe €50; UK £45; Africa has been $10 minimum. It was noted that AASR 
Nigeria is already paying the equivalent of $30 per member per year. This issue was to 
be raised and further discussed at the AASR meeting during the AAR Chicago in No-
vember 2012. It was reiterated that Students and the Unwaged will continue to pay 50% 
of whatever dues is assigned to each context. 
 

Prospective membership 
As there were many non-members/prospective members in attendance, the General Se-
cretary welcomed them and provided some information about AASR as a transdisci-
plinary, transnational association. The eligibility criterion for membership was high-
lighted. Interested members were to complete filling a membership form available on 
the website and email it to the Secretary or Webmaster. Such information will normally 
be published in the next issue of the bulletin and entered into the online AASR Register 
of Members’ database. To finalize the membership registration process, the prospective 
member is required to pay the annual membership dues for that year. Following this, 
the Webmaster will assign a username and password that grants him/her access to the 
rich ‘Members Only’ section of the AASR website. With effect from 1 January 2013, 
when the centralization of accounts commences, annual membership dues will be paid 
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directly into the AASR central bank account through the AASR Membership Payment 
page (http://www.a-asr.org/index.php?id=1075) wherever that is feasible and not im-
moderately expensive.  
 

Future Meetings  
The house discussed the possibility of determining proposals for hosting of future regi-
onal meetings. This has the advantage of allowing for long-term planning and organiza-
tion. The following countries were proposed in order of priority: South Africa (2014); 
Zambia (2016); Cameroon (2018); Ghana (2020); Tanzania. These dates are not fixed, 
they are only proposals that will need to be discussed and agreed by the respective nati-
onal AASRs. Tayob Abdulkader proposed to host the next conference at the University 
of Cape Town, South Africa. He will link this conference to his current project on reli-
gious education in secondary schools in African states and the African diaspora. If the 
conference theme is to revolve around religious education in secondary schools, it was 
suggested that it be widened to include the teaching of religious studies in tertiary insti-
tutions. Madipoane Masenya suggested the possibility of including different academic 
fields such as education. 
 

There were questions whether Cape Town, which is out of driving distance of many 
surrounding countries, would pose a logistical challenge. There was suggestion to lo-
cate the venue of the conference in Johannesburg, which is centrally located. This alter-
native venue was to be explored, considering that Madipoane Masenya could assist in 
co-hosting the conference in Johannesburg. The General Secretary was to discuss these 
possibilities, including ground transportation further with Tayob Abdulkader. 
 

Additional observations/suggestions were made with respect to future conferences. 
Veena Sharma observed that there seems to be bias for Anglophone countries in the 
choice of conference hosting. The Executive committee explained that attempt has been 
made over the years to encourage institutions and colleagues from Francophone Africa 
to join the association, and that it will continue to work to strengthen ties with institu-
tions and colleagues in Central Africa. Teresia Hinga suggested a future possibility of 
having the regional conference in diaspora, outside of Africa.  
 

It was observed that several members whose abstracts were accepted for the Kenyan 
conference and who earlier confirmed their participation pulled out without notifying 
the organizers. Such abrupt withdrawal without notice was considered unprofessional 
and had adverse effect on the final planning. To forestall such unfavourable develop-
ment in future conference planning, prospective participants should be required to make 
a deposit payment of at least $50.00 when registering for a conference. 
 

AASR e-Journal 
The General Secretary informed the house that the decision to establish an AASE e-
Journal, its scope and management (advisory and editorial boards) was already ratified 
at the Business meeting in Toronto (cf. AASR Bulletin 33 [November 2010]: 9), but un-
fortunately could not take-off at the beginning of 2012 owing to lack of funds and the 
unavailability of a new website that will host the journal. An ISSN has already been ob-
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tained from the providers in Paris. The journal will go live as soon as the new AASR 
website is up and running. Members will be informed to send articles for consideration 
and send comments/suggestions for consideration.  
 

Collaborative Work 
IAHR African Trust Fund 
The General Secretary encouraged members to take advantage of the IAHR African 
Trust Fund will is already in its second phase. The third phase will be in 2013. The total 
duration of the Fund is five years (2011-2015). The IAHR African Trust Fund was set 
up to facilitate and promote the advancement of research and the development of schol-
arship on religions in the African continent (and nearby islands) by encouraging schol-
arly and contextual research initiatives and practices, as well as publications. It also 
aims to encourage and acknowledge the generation of scholars whose research is deem-
ed to hold significant future promise to increase knowledge and contribute to the histo-
rical, social and comparative study of religion in the African continent (and nearby is-
lands). He reminded young scholars in particular of any ethnic/national origin, working 
and/or studying in any higher academic or research institution on the African continent 
(and nearby islands), whose research project needs financial support or whose publicca-
tion in an African publishing house (scientific journal) requires a subsidy. Applicants 
have to be scholars resident in Africa and associated with any higher academic or re-
search institution within this context. Applications from members of the IAHR member 
associations, namely the African Association for the Study of Religions (AASR), the 
Association for the Study of Religion in Southern Africa (ASRSA), the East African 
Association for the Study of Religion (EAASR) and the Nigerian Association for the 
Study of Religion (NASR) are encouraged to apply. 
 

Recipients of IAHR African Trust Fund 2012 were Rose Mary Amenga-Etego (Univer-
sity of Ghana, Legon); Lovemore Ndlovu (Midlands State University, Gweru. Zimbab-
we); Eliot Tofa (University of Swaziland); and Benson Igboin (Adekunle Ajasin Uni-
versity, Akungba-Akoko. Nigeria). 
 

Recipients of IAHR African Trust Fund 2011 were Damaris Parsitau (Egerton Univer-
sity, Kenya); Lateef Adetona (Lagos State University, Ojoo. Nigeria); Phuti Mogase 
(University of Cape Town, South Africa); Genevieve Nrenzah (University of Ghana, 
Legon); Victoria Adeniyi (Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. Nigeria); and Tapiwa 
Mapuranga (University of Zimbabwe, Harare). 
 

Collaboration with the Circle, AAR and NASR 
• Elias Bongmba and Teresia Hinga suggested that AASR takes note of women’s net-

work, the Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians, and consider any fu-
ture possibility of collaboration.  

• Teresia also raised the need to further strengthen the existing connection between 
AAR and AASR, and explore the possibility of AAR members attending AASR 
conferences. Since we have panels for the AAR and the SBL already, Elias asked 
Teresia that she explore that and come up with a proposal. Teresia also suggested 
the need for a directory of places to study African Religions.  
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• Jan Platvoet suggested that the AASR intentionally reconnect with the Nigerian As-
sociation for the Study of Religion (NASR) and explore possibilities for future col-
laboration. 

• Afe Adogame enjoined members to send information about publications, grants, 
projects, etc for publication in the bulletin. 

 

Constitutional Review: In view of the new changes and developments in the AASR, the 
need for a constitution review was thus imminent. Jan Platvoet, Afe Adogame, and 
Elias Bongmba volunteered to serve on the committee. 
 

Press Release 
Elias Bongmba suggested that a one-page press release be issued from the 5th AASR re-
gional conference and that the house adopts a statement on the topic of violence in Afri-
ca. This proposal was extensively discussed at the meeting. There was an additional 
proposal by Afe Adogame, George Dei and Madipoane Masenya that the document be 
reformulated to include the African diaspora in the title, as a central point, and that it 
highlight a paragraph that specifies diasporic issues. Gerrie ter Haar argued that since 
diaspora is too vague a term, we should have two statements: one for the continent and 
another for the diaspora. Collis Machoko suggested the specific mention of Zimbabwe 
for strategic reasons. The two motions were tabled and voted for. 10 members voted for 
the inclusion of the ‘African diaspora’ in the general statement; while 4 voted against 
the inclusion. The revised draft document was circulated for further feedback before it 
was sent out officially for press release. Ezra Chitando followed up with the press re-
lease procedures. 
 

In the absence of any other matters to be discussed on the floor of the meeting, Jan 
Platvoet moved a motion of adjournment that was supported by Gerrie ter Haar. 
 

**My appreciation to Corey Williams who volunteered to take minutes in the second 
half of the meeting. 
 
 
 

L
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FROM THE TREASURER 
 

Abel Ugba 
 

Reformed fees and financial arrangements begin this January 
 

As most of you already know, the motions to introduce a new fees regime and central-
ize AASR’s account proposed by the Executive were adopted with an overwhelming 
majority (67 for, 3 against and 1 abstention) at the General Meeting in Egerton, Kenya, 
in July 2012. As stated in the motions, the new fees and centralization of account will 
take effect from the 1st of January, 2013. The purpose of this message, therefore, is to 
provide guidance and reminders, and to seek your cooperation in implementing the new 
requirements in order to make AASR more financially viable, sustainable and active. 
Specifically, I would like you to take note of the following: 
 

Membership Fees 
All AASR members and prospective members are required, from this January, to pay 
an annual membership fee. The minimum annual fee for members in North America is 
$60, in Europe is €50, and in the United Kingdom is £45.  
The MINIMUM fee for members in Africa and other non-western regions is the equiva-
lence in local currency of US$10. The specific fees for members in each country will be 
decided by the national/regional representatives and the AASR Treasurer. Applications 
to pay the minimum fee should be made to the Executive through the Treasurer. Stu-
dents and the Unwaged will continue to pay 50% of the fees that have been approved 
for each country or region. 
 

Payment into Central Account 
All membership fees will now be paid directly to the AASR through its website, except 
in cases where it is not economical to do so or not technically feasible. To make direct 
payment, please log in to AASR’s website (http://www.a-asr.org). The treasurer will ar-
range with national representatives to collect the fees of members who are unable to 
make payment through the website. Please contact the Treasurer (a.ugba@uel.ac.uk) 
and your national representative if you are in this position. 
 

Deregistration procedure 
Article 4a of AASR’s constitution states that ‘members are required to pay an annual 
membership fee’. The motions we adopted in Egerton called for the enforcement of this 
provision and the deregistration of non-paying members. The Executive has therefore 
approved this process for de-registering members who fail to meet their financial obli-
gations. Following this invitation to all members to pay their 2013 membership fees, 
the Treasurer will in April send out a reminder (using the AASR membership e-mail 
distribution list) to all those who have not paid.  Those who still have not paid by July 
1st will receive a second and last reminder informing them that they will be deregistered 
from the 1st of August, if they have not paid by then. The Executive will send out de-
registration notices to persons in this category after August 1st.  
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These new financial arrangements have been put in place to make AASR a stronger or-
ganisation. I look forward to implementing them with you. I thank you in advance for 
your cooperation and continued support for AASR. 

 
 

NJORO 2012 REPORTS 
 

Adrian Victor Ooko 
adrianvooko@gmail.com 

Undergraduate Student and Conference Volunteer, 
Dept. of Religious Studies, Egerton University, Kenya 

 
The AASR conference was a major success, for one reason, because it provided us as 
young scholars with hope that Religious Studies is indeed a rich and lucrative discipline 
that could still be tapped extensively for career development as well as intellectual 
fulfilment. Most of the sessions were highly interactive and gave the young scholars a 
chance to engage the professors present. Also the chance given to Sally and myself to 
present papers was the first in a conference of that magnitude and it was a major honour 
indeed. The social events/moments were indeed of utmost fun. The visit to the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences as well as the Botanical Garden was quite revealing in terms of 
the rich history it boasted of. The delicious meals from the ARC Hotel was actually 
another reason for the participants to look forward to the next day’s sessions. The evening 
discussions over dinner, another plus! Finally the rich supply of academic materials and 
especially by Gerrie ter Haar was also so encouraging to the young scholars. We greatly 
appreciate the conference and the organizers for involving us, the young scholars, in such 
a historic conference. Special thanks to Afe, Corey, Elias and our very own mum, lecturer 
and mentor, Damaris! 
 

Sally Wuodi 
sallywuodi@yahoo.com  

Undergraduate Student and Conference Volunteer 
Dept of Religious Studies, Egerton University, Kenya 

 

The conference came to us as a blessing. It left us with such a hunger that can only be 
quenched by more research and calls for papers. I have been greatly motivated by the 
way other scholars did their work and presented their papers. We learned a lot and also 
want to do the same for our peers. A lot of light has been lit on the field of academia 
and we can’t wait to harness its juice. The social events were fruitful because we got to 
interact with everyone. We enjoyed what nature has given us through the visits to the 
botanical garden and Lake Nakuru, not forgetting the Escarpment. We are most greatful 
to Afe Adogame, Elias Bongmba, Gerrie ter Haar, our mom and mentor Damaris Parsi-
tau and Teresia Hinga for being such a wonderful inspiration to us. I will never forget 
winning the Swiss chocolates at the John S. Mbiti quiz. Thank you for the opportunity 
you gave us. Thank you so much.  
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Top: participants in rapt attention to Prof. Mbiti’s keynote lecture 
Middle, left to right: John Mbiti, Adam arap K. Chepkwony, Jesse N.K. Mugambi, Afe Adogame, 
Elias Bongmba, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research and Extension), Prof. J. G. Mwangi  
Bottom, left to right: Adam arap K. Chepkwony, John Mbiti, Jesse N.K. Mugambi, Elias Bong-
mba, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research and Extension), Prof. J. G. Mwangi, Damaris Parsitau 
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Celeene Maswage 
celeeneswagz@rocketmail.com  

Undergraduate Student and Conference Volunteer 
Dept. of Religious Studies, Egerton University, Kenya 

 

The 5th AASR was held at Egerton University, Njoro campus, Kenya, from 18th to 23rd 
July, 2012. It was attended by a host of scholars from different parts of the world. The 
chairperson of East African AASR, Ms Damaris Parsitau, fortunately invited us to play 
a role and we mingled, and learnt from the scholars who built us. The drive title of the 
conference was religion, leisure, sports and spirituality. Nevertheless, there were an 
awesomely significant number of different presentations about this theme. One presen-
tation on racism and discrimination amongst the blacks in United States got me mar-
velled. Blacks were perceived as sports objects and it’s of no beneficial reason to be in 
class for academic purposes. 
 

Throughout the presentation sessions, I ultimately learned that religion, leisure, sports 
and spirituality permeated each other. This was epitomized by the existence of ritual in 
both in sports before and after the match and akin to religion ritual played a fundamen-
tal role as a way of thanksgiving to the Supreme Being for maintenance, sustenance and 
providence. Conversely religion has a monumental role to play, both socially and eco-
nomically, as portrayed in various wars ignited by religion, e.g. Christianity and Islam. 
Later, we had a ladies meeting where we enthusiastically shared with our role models 
and gave a promise of being a replica of them. After the short meeting, in which mo-
mentous issues were discussed, we felt built and armed both socially and academically. 
We learned that it was never a cup of tea but an uphill task with harbored will in it. In 
addition, they in unison advised us to strive and take roles perceived to be men’s job 
and spearhead the fight against gender imbalances. 
 
Consequently, AASR plays a momentous role in facilitating exchange of knowledge 
and enhancing interaction. However we are confidently hopeful that there will be 
incorporation of student participation in presentation to help nurture them. My heartfelt 
gratitude goes to the entire AASR fraternity: Afe Adogame, Elias Bongmba, Melissa 
Browning, Gerrie ter Haar who ensured each student got a gift and a book, and all the 
other scholars for never running short of advising us, encouraging us and even taking 
pictures with us to keep a memory. Lastly, to Ms Damaris Parsitau for undeniably 
giving us a chance with an intent to learn we laud and love you mum. We are looking 
forward to more invitations as students to present at future conferences.  
 

Shaheed Tayob 
stayob@gmail.com 

PhD Fellow, Max Planck Institute for the 
Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity 

 

The 2012 AASR conference was held in Egerton, Kenya from the 18th to the 23rd of Ju-
ly. The conference was hosted at Egerton University, which is situated in the Rift Val-
ley. Needless to say I feel incredibly privileged to have had the opportunity to attend 
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the event and visit an incredibly beautiful area of Kenya. Thanks are due to Damaris 
Parsitau, Afe Adogame, Melissa Browning, Corey Williams and the students of Egerton 
University for their contributions to planning and organization both before and during 
the event. The conference was incredibly well received with over fifty papers and sev-
enty participants. These included the respected Jan Platvoet, who though retired, contin-
ues to show his commitment to research in Africa. I was initially drawn to the confe-
rence by the themes of Sports, Leisure, Religion and Spirituality as it related to my own 
interest in football and mega-events. Indeed there were a variety of presentations cover-
ing a range of sports and leisure activities that overlapped with religious rituals and reli-
gious signification. 
 

The conference started with two papers discussing the contested question of defining 
religion. The first panel provided a glimpse of the conference’s potential to tease out 
the complexities involved in defining ‘religion’ or ‘the religious’, and its relation to a 
host of other so called ‘secular’ activities. Indeed, as the conference proceeded, presen-
tations offered wonderful insights into the various meanings invested in sporting activi-
ties across Africa. These included examples of various rituals by both football players 
and fans before matches that highlighted the significance of the sport in daily life across 
the continent. Equally fascinating was an ethnographic vignette of a bull-fighting festi-
val celebrated amongst the Luo of Western Kenya. This student presentation provided a 
detailed account of an annual festival, which incorporated a variety of rituals with the 
seemingly quotidian activity of raising and fighting bulls. Another speaker offered a 
twist on notions of ‘traditional’ and ‘modern’ by illustrating how the commodification 
and commercialization of Senegalese wrestling has resulted in the development of a 
host of previously absent religious significance. These analyses prompted important 
questions and discussions, often in the more relaxed atmosphere of the dining room, re-
garding the place of religion in the everyday life in Africa and indeed the definition of 
religion itself.  
 

The event was not solely defined by fascinating presentations and thought-provoking 
discussions. Delegates were also subjected to a host of disappointing presentations. A 
few presenters did not appear to treat the AASR as sufficiently important to warrant 
thorough preparation. This immediately showed in the inability to keep within the allot-
ted time frame, or coherent papers. Rather than analyses of phenomena, certain presen-
tations were aimed at arguing in favor of certain theological positions. Bias and subjec-
tivity are never avoidable, but at the flagship conference of the AASR I would have 
liked to see purely academic analyses rather than theological arguments. Indeed, if the-
ology is necessary, then surely a variety of religions, other than Christianity, should be 
represented. An amazing positive amrk of the event was the opportunity to interact and 
make friends with a number of undergraduate students. It was definitely a high point to 
interact with youth who are the future of Kenya, and of the study of religion in Africa. I 
am certain that the exposure gained was invaluable, and do hope that future AASR 
events will seek to include undergraduate and post-graduate students even more 
through presentations and workshops. For all the money spent on hosting an interna-
tional conference, it would be great if some time and energy were spent on interacting 
with future scholars. 
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Margaret Yemisi Ojo 
magyem0001@yahoo.com 

Lecturer, Dept. of Religious Studies, Faculty of Arts, 
University of Ado Ekiti, Ado Ekiti, Nigeria 

 

The 5th AASR International Conference took place at Egerton University Njoro, Kenya 
between 18th -23rd July 2012. The conference organisers were Damaris Parsitau, Afe A-
dogame and Corey Williams. They all did an excellent job. 
 

The theme of the conference was Sport, Leisure, Religion and Spirituality in Africa and 
the Africans in Diaspora. The conference was opened by the Deputy Vice Chancellor 
with few other officers of the University also present. The programme of events was 
carefully prepared but abstracts of each paper were not provided which was not very 
good. 
 

The daily sessions began with a plenary which was followed by discussions. The guest 
speaker, Professor John Mbiti delivered a key note paper titled Go back and fetch what 
was left behind: Rituals, Riddles and Spirituality in Africa. It is of note that Professor 
Mbiti did a scholarly and brilliant work with lessons learnt from the paper. Another 
guest speaker expected was Professor Olupona who was not present due to some cir-
cumstances.  
 

The conference was attended by both scholars and other specialists with about 17 coun-
tries represented. Almost all the papers presented were quality works except for a few 
that deviated from the theme. Of interest was the paper presentation of one of the stu-
dents from the department of Religious Studies of the hosting University. 
 

Some of the exciting activities were the visits to the botanical garden of the University, 
National Park Lake Nakuru and also to Nakuru Township. Participants were able to 
take part in buying curios. I as one of the participants benefited tremendously from the 
conference.  
 

Recommendation  
In as much as the conference ended very well, the following are hereby recommended: 

• Organisers should consider a central location for the conference as it took a journey 
of three hours from the airport at Nairobi to get to Njoro. It made participants that 
came from outside the country really tired, especially on the first day. 

• Though there was a variety of food, all were Kenyan. There should be consideration 
for visitors from other countries. 

• The hotel accommodation fee was on the high side. 

• Organisers should try and get through to participants as early as possible so as to 
make necessary corrections for papers to be published before the next conference.  

 
LONG LIVE AASR 
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Collis Garikai Machoko 
machokocg@yahoo.com 

Huntington University Ontario Canada 
 

Pre-conference preparation 
The executive did a wonderful job for they were very efficient in communicating with 
members during the preparation for the conference. Each time I wrote to the organizers 
about anything I was replied in a day or two. The methods of paying for the conference 
were very convinient for me who lives in Canada. Meeting members who came from 
outside Kenya was done very well. The students who were sent to pick me up from 
Jomo Kenyatta International Airport met some unforeseen problems on the way. I arriv-
ed at the airport by 6:05 AM and was picked from the airport some five hours later. My 
frustration and anger were removed when Professor Damaris Parsitau explained to me 
the unforeseen problems which were encountered by the students who were sent to pick 
me from the airport. Traffic jam on the way from Egerton University to Nairobi and in 
Nairobi itself was the problem encountered by the students. I enjoyed my journey from 
Nairobi to Egerton University. The reception at the university was fantastic. 
 

Food and accommodation 
The food and the accommodation were first class. I enjoyed my meals so much. The 
ARC hotel was clean and the attendants were equally clean and courteous. The sleeping 
rooms were very well maintained and clean. I was given clean bed sheets, towels and a 
small bar of bath soap every day. The room was cleaned every day. The bathroom had a 
warm shower. Security was good for I was given keys to my bedroom. Nothing was 
stolen from me. That was an indication of the honesty of the workers. The cooks and 
workers were very respectful. I would suggest that each time we have meetings a dollar 
or two should be charged on any member who attends the conference. That money 
should go towards tips for cooks and workers. It is common in Canada to give people 
who serve you in a hotel a tip.  
 

Students 
The students who acted as ushers were very polite, respectful and efficient. Student par-
ticipation was very good. I enjoyed their company so much. They were first year stu-
dents but they managed to be very good ushers and some of them presented very good 
papers. Although I was told that the final year undergraduate students and the post gra-
duate masters students were on holiday, I expected some of them to attend the confe-
rence especially the postgraduate students. The excuse that they were on holiday did not 
convince me. The postgraduate students were supposed to be present and make contacts 
with the international community of scholars for they were going to benefit immensely 
from the contacts.  
 

Conference 
Those who prepared the program schedule did a very good job but their efforts were 
frustrated by presenters who did not attend the conference especially those who cancell-
ed at the last moment.  I was frustrated by the cancellation of the book review by Jacob 
K. Olupona. The cancellations made the executive to keep on changing the program 
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schedule during the course of the conference. That made me to lose focus of what was 
going to come next. Thanks to Prof Afe who kept me informed of the up- coming 
changes.  I was expecting to see some professors from some Kenyan universities at the 
conference but that was not the case. That was another frustration on my part.       
                                                                                                                                                          
Courtesy call 
I regarded the courtesy call by Professor John Mbiti and the AASR Executive to the 
Vice Chancellor as worthwhile for it was a very good gesture to our host who did a lot 
to make us comfortable. The fact that Professor Mbiti and the executive went to see the 
vice chancellor while I was waiting was, however, frustrating to me. That was supposed 
to be slotted in the program schedule to avoid me waiting for some time before Prof 
Mbiti started his presentation. As a result Professor Mbiti did not to finish his paper on 
time and hence he was given another time to finish his paper. The time he was given 
was for the book review presenters who did not show up at the conference. The fact that 
I was made to wait for between 30 and 50 minutes before the presentation started 
reminded me of the saying which says that leaders are not late but are delayed.    
 

Papers 
The quality of papers presented was very high. The feedback from the audience was 
very constructive and beneficial to me. 
  
The General Meeting 
The behaviour of some members of the leadership during and after the general meeting 
left a lot to be desired on their part. That behaviour was unbecoming especially in front 
of students, our hosts and visitors. We are all humans and are fallible but when some 
leaders claimed that they are always right, and everybody worked against them, that 
made me feel sick and I lost my appetite for the good food. The atmosphere in the gene-
ral meeting was a shame especially in the presence of first year students. It did not re-
flect well on students and our hosts. Unsubstantiated accusations of thieving the associ-
ations’ funds were used as a smoke screen to hide the fact that some members of a 
branch wanted to control money from the members of that branch. I am of the opinion 
that no money was abused but some members are like politicians who are thirsty for 
power. 
 

Return journey to Nairobi 
The return journey to Nairobi was very well organized. I was ‘entertained’ when I saw 
the Kenyan Presidential motorcade pass by. Every vehicle on the road was made to stop 
and to move on only after the motorcade has passed. We waited for about 30 minutes 
before the motorcade passed. At about 10: 30 PM, I got my flight to Amsterdam and 
from there to Toronto and from there to Sudbury. 
 

C 
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AASR-NA 2012 MEETINGS  
CHICAGO, 17-20 NOVEMBER 

 
Two volumes in honour of Jacob Olupona will be discussed in an Author(s)-Meet-Crit-
ics session during the AAR/SBL conventions. They are: 
= Afe Adogame, Ezra Chitando & Bolaji Bateye (eds.) 2012, African Traditions in the 

Study of Religion in Africa: Emerging Trends, Indigenous Spirituality and the Inter-
face with Other World Religions. Abindgon: Ashgate, 278 pp., ISBN 978-4094-
1970-9 (hbk), £55 

The historiography of African religions and religions in Africa presents a remarkable 
shift from the study of ‘Africa as Object’ to ‘Africa as Subject’, thus translating the 
subject from obscurity into the global community of the academic study of religion. 
This book presents a multidisciplinary exploration of African traditions in the study of 
religion in Africa and the new African diaspora. It is structured under three main sec-
tions: Emerging trends in the teaching of African Religions; Indigenous Thought and 
Spirituality; and Christianity, Hinduism and Islam. Contributors, drawn from diverse 
African and global contexts, situate current scholarly traditions of the study of African 
religions within the purview of academic encounter and exchanges with non-African 
scholars and non-African contexts. African scholars enrich the study of religions from 
their respective academic and methodological orientations. Jacob Kehinde Olupona 
stands out as a pioneer in the socio-scientific interpretation of African indigenous reli-
gion and religions in Africa. This book is to his honour and marks his immense contri-
bution to an emerging field of study and research. 
= Afe Adogame, Ezra Chitando & Bolaji Bateye (eds.) [February] 2013, African Tradi-

tions in the Study of Religion, Diaspora and Gendered Societies. Williston (VT): 
Ashgate Publishing, 212 pp., ISBN 978-1-4094-4614-9 (hbk), $99.95, special offer 
$79.95 

This book exemplifies the Africanization of the religions of Africa. It is a multidisci-
plinary exploration of African traditions in the study of religions, diaspora, and gen-
dered societies. The contributors have been drawn from African and global contexts. 
They situate the current scholarly traditions in the study of the religions of Africa with-
in the purview of academic encounter and exchanges with non-African scholars and 
contexts. 
 

Discussants 
Peter Paris, Princeton Theological Seminary; Rosalind Hackett, University of Tennes-
see; Elias Bongmba, Rice University;  Laura Grillo, Pacifica Graduate Institute; Isabel 
Mukonyora, Western Kentucky University;  Teresia Hinga, Santa Clara University 
 

Respondents 
Afe Adogame, University of Edinburgh; Ezra Chitando, University of Zimbabwe; 
Bolaji Bateye, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife 
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Elias Bongmba  
 

REPORT ON THE THREE AASR-NA SESSIONS  
AND THE AASR-NA BUSINESS MEETING 

DURING THE AAR/SBL ANNUAL MEETINGS,  
CHICAGO, NOVEMBER 17-20, 2012 

 

Greetings. I write to report briefly on the recently concluded Annual Meetings of the 
American Academy of Religion (AAR) and the Society for Biblical Literature (SBL) 
which met in Chicago from November 17-20, 2012. As a member of the International 
Association for the History of Religions (IAHR), the African Association for the Study 
of Religions (AASR) is affiliated with the AAR/SBL and has the privilege of organiz-
ing one panel each for the AAR and SBL. 
 

First, we express thanks and appreciation to Professor Lillian Dube of the University of 
San Francisco, former Regional Representative of the AASR in North America for 
chairing the panel committee and making these panels possible. We also thank the other 
members of the committee. They were Dr. Althea Spencer Miller from Drew Universi-
ty, and Elias K. Bongmba of Rice University. This year, the three AASR-NA sessions 
focused on book discussions. 
 
Friday November 16, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
The subjet of this Author-Meets-Criticis session was the two volume African Traditions 
in the Study of Religion in Africa, edited by Afe Adogame, Ezra Chitando & Bolaji Ba-
teye (Ashgate, 2012/2013): Essays in Honour of Jacob Kehinde Olupona.  This session 
was attended by 22 people and chaired by Elias Bongmba in place of Dr. Teresia Hinga 
who could not make it because of a conflict with the International Connections Com-
mittee. The panellists were Peter J. Paris, Princeton Theological Seminary; Rosalind I. 
J. Hackett, University of Tennessee; Elias Bongmba, Rice University; Laura Grillo, 
Pacifica Graduate Institute; and Isabel Mukonyora, Western Kentucky University. They 
discussed the two books highlighting the importance of these two volumes to our region 
and profession. Afe Adogame responded to the presentations on behalf of his co-edi-
tors, Ezra Chitando, University of Zimbabwe, and Bolaji Bateye, Obafemi Awolowo 
University. Professor Jacob Olupona of Harvard University, for whom this two volume 
festschrift was written, thanked his colleagues who had worked hard to honor him in 
this manner. In commenting on questions about balance in our scholarship, he pointed 
out that we are moving forward and are now in a position to also think of the Franco-
phone contributions to the study of the religions of Africa that has been lacking in our 
scholarship. Panelist agreed to continue this conversation and Elias Bongmba will be 
taking up that question with Afe Adogame. 
 

Sunday November 19, 4:00 PM-7:30 
The second panel discussed the book, African Sexualities: A Reader, edited by Sylvia 
Tamale (Nairobi/Dakar/Cape Town/Oxford: Fahamu Books & Pambazuka Press, 
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2011). 19 people were in attendance. The session was chaired by Esther Acolatse of 
Duke University. Presenters at this panel were Esther Acolatse, Duke University; Ter-
rence Johnson, Haverford College; and Melissa Browning, Loyola University. The re-
spondent was Gabeba Boderoon, Pennsylvania State University. Following a great pre-
sentation on sections of the book by the panelists, they raised several questions, one of 
them being the complex structure of the book. It includes, research essays, poems, per-
sonal narratives, etc. In response, the discussant, Bageba Boderoon, addressed the issue 
of multiple genre of writing in the book, pointing out that the reader was deliberately 
designed to be provocative; and also to capture as many voices as possible on the ques-
tion of sexuality. 
 
Monday November 20, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
The third panel discussed Religion and HIV and AIDS: Charting the Terrain, edited by 
Beverley Haddad (University of KwaZulu-Natal Press 2011), with 27 people in atten-
dance. Elias Bongmba chaired this panel and presenters included Althea Spencer Mil-
ler, and Melissa Browning. They discussed the importance of this book in the study of 
HIV/AIDS, noting the role religious organizations and scholars have played at local and 
global levels. Browning raised the pedagogic possibilities this book offers and Spencer 
Miller highlighted the absence of gay and lesbian voices. But overall the presenters in-
dicated that Religion and HIV and AIDS was a welcomed and valuable text for the 
understanding the role religion has played in combating HIV/AIDS. Responding was 
the editor Beverly Haddad, University of KwaZulu-Natal and Gerald West, University 
of KwaZulu-Natal. Haddad discussed the project, its conception, the careful selection of 
ideas, concepts, research topics, and the overall organization of the project presenting 
what was learned and what were new areas of research. West recognized that African 
religious communities still have work to do in working together with members of the 
gay, lesbian, and transgender communities. This panel generated discussions on a num-
ber of issues including poverty, the massive infusion of cash to fight HIV/AIDS and 
what could be described as very little in return, as well as future research perspectives 
on HIV/AIDS. Adriaan van Klinken, of SOAS, London University, who wrote an essay 
for the book and attended this session. The session also offered an opportunity for 
members to celebrate the CHART project. 
 
AASR-NA Business Meeting, Sunday November 18, 2012 
In attendance were 19 members and guests of the AASR. The Meeting was presided 
over by AASR President, Elias Bongmba, who was assisted by Afe Adogame. High-
lights of the Business meeting include: 
a. ASSR President on behalf of the Executive and all the members of the Association 

expressed appreciation to Dr. Lillian Dube for her service to the Association. 
Bongmba noted that Dube had worked very hard the last two years on membership 
and with a committee that included Dr. Althea Spencer Miller, which had put to-
gether exciting panels at the AAR/SBL during the last two years. 

b. Professor Esther Acolaste of Duke University was elected to serve as the AASR 
Representative of North American region. We extend our congratulations to Pro-
fessor Asolaste on her election and welcome her to the wider executive of the Asso-
ciation. 
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c. Members agreed that the organization of the panels for future meetings would be 
extended to the entire membership of the AASR so that all AASR members will 
have an opportunity to consider the themes of the panels and the calls for papers. 
Some topics suggested for future consideration include: 

• Religious, ethical, and theological perspectives to global capitalism 

• Teaching of religion, especially in American universities 

• Migration, population, and politics 

• The debate on secularism, post secularism and the study of religions in Africa 

• African religions, science and technology 

• African perspectives on islamophobia (check with Amina Mama) 

• African cultural expressions and religion 

• Members also agreed we should consider doing sessions with African-Ameri-
can Religions Group 

d. We are making progress on the website. Adriaan van Klinken, SOAS, London Uni-
versity, who was at the meeting, will be working with Melissa in doing the changes 
and upgrades. We express our appreciation to Adriaan for volunteering to serve the 
association in this capacity. 

e. Afe reported on the correspondence with the Editors at E.J. Brill about our role as 
co-publisher of the Journal of Religion in Africa. 

 
 
 

F
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CALLS FOR PAPERS 
 

RELIGION AND SECURITY ISSUES 
BI-ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL  

RELIGIOUS STUDIES CONFERENCE, 
DEPARMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES,  

UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN, 
14-17 APRIL 2013 

 

Venue 
Conference Center, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria. 
 

The theme 
Security is one of the most challenging issues in our world today. Security problem is 
such a global issue that there is virtually no country or continent that is left un-affected 
by the menace of terrorism and security challenges in general. While in principle, most 
religions in the world today preach and teach peaceful co-existence in one way or the 
other, in practice, religious personnels are found behind many of the hostilities, upris-
ings, attacks, and assaults in our societies. The question therefore is: if God truly is the 
Author of peace and the message of peace is claimed to be at the centre of every reli-
gion, why then are we constantly experiencing insecurity in our world in spite of daily 
proliferation of religious sects and activities? Can we say religion has done our world 
more good than harm in security matters or the vice-versa? What has been the role(s) of 
religion as a divine institution in ensuring security of lives and property in our socie-
ties?. How can religion mediate in restoring peace and stability to our world? These 
provocative questions and other related ones call for scholarly investigation/attention. 
In view of the above, the Department of Religious Studies of the University of Ibadan 
(the Nigeria’s premier university), as the mother of all departments devoted to the Stu-
dy of Religions in Nigeria, is proposing an international conference and seeks contribu-
tions of academics and practitioners of religions from across the globe to this vital and 
challenging theme. The theme can be approached from any discipline in the Humanities 
and Social Sciences, and other related ones. The aim of the conference is to make a cri-
tical appraisal of the roles of religion in security issues and suggest practical ways reli-
gions can help in resolving security problems that affect our world. 
 

Sub-Themes  
*Theoretical and methodological issues in Religion and Security Issues  
* Religion and global security  
* Religion and security matters in Africa (an inter-religious approach)  
* Religion and security issues in Nigeria (an inter-religious approach)  
* Religion and security issues in countries of the world other than Africa (case-studies)  
* African indigenous religion and security matters  
* Christianity and security issues  
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* Islam and security issues 
* Other world religions and security matters  
* Biblical and Quranic approaches to security issues  
* Religious pluralism and security matters  
* Religious language and security issues  
* Security issues in sacred texts  
* Philosophical perspectives of religion and security matters  
* Sociological/Anthropological consideration of religion and security issues  
* Ethical perspectives on religion and security issues  
* Psychological dimensions to religion and security issues  
* Phenomenological Consideration of Religion and Security Issues  
* Comparative approach to religion and security issues  
* Gender, religion and security issues  
* Other related topics  
 

Proposals of not more than 150 words are hereby invited from interested individuals 
who wish to contribute to this vital theme from the list of the sub-themes above and 
other related topics. Contributors are to forward their proposal through email to the 
Conference Chair, Rev. Dr. Samson A. Fatokun (Samsonfatokun@yahoo.com ); Dr. 
Helen Labeodan (kunbial@yahoo.com ) latest by December 15, 2012. Acceptance noti-
fication will be communicated latest by January 15, 2013, while full papers are to be 
turned in latest by Feb. 15, 2013.  
 

Conference registration fee 
N8,000; Postgraduate Students: N6,000; $100 for international participants; Postgradu-
ate Students $60. These fees are payable to Conference Account No. 2030011963, First 
Bank Nigeria PLC, University of Ibadan, First Gate Branch, and write immediately to 
the conference organisers for confirmation of payment. 
 

Accommodations and meals 
Available at affordable rates at the University Conference Centre, and at other serene 
environments near the campus, such as the Institute of Church and Society, the Pastoral 
Institute, and the Teachers’ Institute.  
 

Visa 
International participants who need a letter of invitation for visa processing should 
write to the conference chair on time to facilitate this. Similarly, bookings for accom-
modation can be made in advance through the conference organisers.  
 

Further enquiries  
= Convener/Conference Chair, Rev. Dr. Samson A. Fatokun 
E-mail: Samson.fatokun@mail.ui.edu.ng ; samsonfatokun@yahoo.com;  
Mobile Phone: +234-802-366-5422; +234-816-000-5853  
= Chief Host, Dr. Jacob K. Ayantayo, Head of Dept. of Religious Studies, University of 
Ibadan Email: kehindejacob@yahoo.com . Mobile Phone: +234-803-429-7700 
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POLITICS, PROBITY, POVERTY & PRAYER: 
AFRICAN SPIRITUALITIES & ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIO-POLITICAL TRANSFORMATION 
AN INTERNATIONAL, INTERDISCIPLINARY CONFERENCE 
UNIVERSITY OF GHANA, LEGON. OCTOBER 21-23, 2013 

 

This International Conference brings together scholars/researchers, practitioners of di-
verse religious traditions and spiritualities, FBOs/NGOs and policy makers to interro-
gate how and to what extent various religions and spiritualities in Africa and the Afri-
can diaspora engage in processes of economic, social and political transformation. Pub-
lic commentators often criticize political entrepreneurs and African states for their fail-
ure to develop an ethic of public probity and accountability, partly exemplified by cor-
ruption. The enigmas of public transparency and probity can hardly be limited to public 
governance. We can also explore how religious institutions in Africa interrogate, cri-
tique, practice or fail to eschew lack of transparency, accountability and probity in the 
quest for economic and social-political transformation. Religious entrepreneurs grapple 
with similar issues of leadership, good governance, probity, integrity as a reflection of 
their wider societies. Ecclesiastical, Islamic, or Indigenous religious polities are situated 
within wider pluralistic (secular) polities in Africa and are thus mutually reinforcing 
each other. The significance of leadership and corporate governance (religious/secular) 
lies in its contribution to prosperity, peaceful coexistence, moral regeneration and ac-
countability. Accountability requires appropriate rules and regulations, doctrines, codes 
of conduct, values and behaviour to make for viable transformation. For instance, a his-
torical perspective on leadership dynamics can be helpful in the present crisis in leader-
ship in church and secular contexts. The churches and missionary societies played a 
crucial role in the shaping of South African cultures, as much in the colonial period as 
during the years of the formation of the Union and the apartheid era. 
 

The conference provides a platform in which scholars/researchers, practitioners and 
policy makers will explore, through historical and contemporary perspectives, how au-
thority structures, institutionalized myths, beliefs, and rituals of authority differently 
mobilize and influence members’ behaviour and attitudes towards financial probity and 
organizational policies. How do various hierarchical/decentralized religious polities 
(i.e. structures of church government) in Africa deal with issues of probity (moral re-
generation), equity and sustainable development? What values do African religions and 
spiritualities evince that represent a boon or bane for improving corporate governance 
and ensuring improved ethics and probity in African systems of governance? How 
should religious polity structures respond, critique and identify with national/internatio-
nal policies that are aimed at a disciplined management and equitable distribution of 
public resources, and the establishment of a viable culture of financial probity? What 
various models condition religious polities and leadership in Africa, and how have 
these been influenced by modern political movements, such as Western democracy, as 
well as by modern economics and technology? Are liberal or conservative forms of reli-
giosity compatible with Western democracy? How and to what extent should religious 
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insights be present in the public sphere of the secular polity and vice versa? How does 
engaged prayer and ritual action of believers impact on their religious and national pol-
ities to maximize probity at personal and institutional levels? 
 

The conference will highlight and explore how and to what extent African and diaspora 
religious traditions and spiritualities may cohere on critical issues, such as those of pro-
bity, equity and accountability, which confront the African continent and their ‘faiths’ 
in relation to the wider, global community. Interrelated issues on religion, spirituality, 
leadership, social capital, public role, poverty, corruption, transparency will be discus-
sed. The conference is intended to build synergies and forge dialogue on how religious-
/spiritual communities in Africa and the African Diaspora can combat poverty and fos-
ter probity and sustainable development.  
 

The conference programme shall focus on the following and related sub-themes: 
- African politico-economies, religious polity and accountability  
- religious polity structures, corruption and transparency  
- religious polity, social and religious capital   
- religious values, behaviour, probity and financial accountability 
- ethics, socio-cultural values, and social action 
- democracy and ecclesiastical polity 
- traditional (indigenous) systems of governance and probity 
- religion/spiritualities, prayer and poverty 
- religion, politics and socioeconomic empowerment 
- church polity, apartheid and post-apartheid transformation 
- religion, spiritualities and sustainable development in Africa and the African Dias-

pora 
- probity and African and African-derived religions/spiritualities in a new global 

order 
 

Paper/presentation proposals based on, or related to, one or more of the above themes 
are invited from the interested public: scholars, religious/spiritual communities and or-
ganizations, policy makers, and FBOs/NGOs. Interested panelists are invited to submit 
a paper/abstract proposal (max. 200 words), stating institutional affiliation, on or before 
30 March 2013.  
 

The conference will be jointly hosted by the Faculty of Arts, University of Ghana, Le-
gon; Center of African Christianity, Trinity Theological Seminary, Accra; The Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, and PANAFSTRAG.  
 

Abstract proposals and all correspondences regarding the conference should be sent by 
email to the conference organizers:  
Afe Adogame (a.adogame@ed.ac.uk);  
Rose Mary Amenga-Etego (rosem.etego@googlemail.com); 
Cephas Omenyo: comenyo@hotmail.com 
Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu: kwabena.asamoahgyadu@gmail.com  
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BRINGING THEOLOGY AND RELIGION  
BACK INTO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 

3RD
 COLLOQUIUM OF THE INSTITUTE FOR DIASPORA 

 AND AFRICAN CULTURE (TIDAC), UNISA, AND  
UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA, OCTOBER 23RD

 -25TH
 2013 

 

Bringing theology and Religion back into the public domain? What could possibly this 
statement signify? To bring back religion and theology into the public domain makes it 
necessary to rethink the old questions and reconsider modernism’s quest of separating 
religion from state.  This 3rd colloquium will provide the intellectual and scholarly 
space to engage the ongoing historical questions regarding religions, and theological 
discourses.  
 

We will revisit the necessary questions of religion, theology and the public domain. 
What imperatives are emerging in religion and the public space? To what extent can we 
posit that religion needs to be restored into the public domain? What is the public do-
main? To what extent has it been secular? To what extent has the religious and theolo-
gical discourse shaped issues of sexuality particularly in the long dominance of hetero-
normative and the new public space of homoeroticism and the politics thereof? How 
must we deal with the issue of religious education in public schools? How do we deal 
with different religious calendars in our collective life? How should we view prayers at 
public gatherings or prayers for rain? How do we deal with religious groups' petitions 
regarding the death penalty, or same-sex relations? How do we deal with the atheist's 
claim to freedom from religion? These examples clearly demonstrate the challenges of 
religion and theology in the public sphere. 
 

Questions regarding the restoration of religion and theology remain endless and drive 
scholarly conversation on religion, history and theology. In exploring the restoration of 
religion and theology back into the public domain, we wish to begin from the above 
questions. We also wish to explore how religion and theology is deployed in the public 
space. What are the assumptions that secularists have always been preoccupied with? 
Addressing and exploring the above questions, the primary purpose of the 3rd Colloqui-
um is interrogating the following sub-themes: 

• Religion, theology and post-modernity 

• Religion, theology and globalization 

• Rethinking religion and theology as academic disciplines 

• Religion, theology and African renaissance 

• Religion, theology and human sexuality 

• Religion, theology and postcoloniality 

• Religion, theology and the African nation state 

• Religion, theology and African development 

• Religion, theology and contemporary philosophical issues 

• Any other topic related to the main theme 
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Abstracts of between 200-250 words should be submitted by April 30th 2013 to the fol-
lowing email addresses: kgalemang@mopipi.ub.bw and amanzejn@mopipi.ub.bw. The 
organizing committee will evaluate each abstract based on quality and relevance. Once 
the abstract(s) is accepted, authors will be notified not later than May 2013. Please note 
that all abstract submissions should include the title of the paper, the author (s) full 
name, institutional affiliation, and full mailing address (including telephone number and 
email addresses.) Authors should indicate which sub-theme best fits their topic. All ab-
stract submissions received after the deadline may not be considered by the organizing 
committee. 
 
Authors are expected to present their papers during the conference. Hence, all pre-
senters whose papers are accepted, will be required to register and participate in the 
conference. All papers presented during the conference will also be included and pub-
lished as part of the conference proceedings. 
 

Venue 
The conference shall be held at the University of Botswana, Notwane Road, Private 
Bag 0022, Gaborone, Botswana, Tel: 355 2611/2632/5078, from September 23rd -25th 
September, 2013. Please note the arrival date is September 22nd and departure date is 
September 26th. 
 
Expectations 
Authors are expected to pay for their own transport to the conference venue, lodge and 
boarding. The organizers will assist in organizing affordable accommodation in Gabo-
rone where the conference shall be held. 
 
Registration fee 
All participants shall be required to pay registration fees of P500 for local participants 
and US$100.00 for international participants. This fee shall cover part of their meals 
during the conference. 
 
Travel 
Those travelling by air should book their flights to Sir Seretse Khama Airport, Gaboro-
ne, Botswana. The organizers will make arrangements to collect participants from the 
airport to their places of residence. 
 

Inquiries 
All enquiries should be addressed to: 
amanzejn@mopipi.ub.bw or kgalemang@mopipi.ub.bw.  
Participants are advised to inquire if they need a visa to enter Botswana so we can issue 
them with invitation letters for purposes of obtaining a visa. 
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IAHR AFRICAN TRUST FUND 
RESEARCH & PUBLICATION  

GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR 2013 
 

 
Purpose 
The IAHR African Trust Fund seeks to facilitate and promote the advancement of re-
search and the development of scholarship on religions in the African continent (and 
nearby islands) by encouraging scholarly and contextual research initiatives and prac-
tices, as well as publications. The IAHR African Trust Fund aims to encourage and ac-
knowledge the generation of scholars whose research is deemed to hold significant fu-
ture promise to increase knowledge and contribute to the historical, social and compara-
tive study of religion in the African continent (and nearby islands).  
 

The IAHR African Trust Fund herewith invites young scholars in particular of any eth-
nic/national origin, working and/or studying in any higher academic or research institu-
tion on the African continent (and nearby islands), whose research project needs finan-
cial support or whose publication in an African publishing house (scientific journal) re-
quires a subsidy. 
 

Grant Amount 
The total grant allocation for 2013 is US$4000. The grant application is divided into 
two categories and successful applicants will be awarded the respective amounts within 
the specific category: 
 

Category 1: 

Research and/or Publication 

Category 2: 

Research and/or Publication 

2 X Award of US$1000 
 

   4 X Award of US$500 

 



AASR Bulletin 37 (November 2012) 
www.a-asr.org 

 

31

Eligibility Criteria 
Applicants have to be scholars resident in Africa and associated with any higher aca-
demic or research institution within this context. We encourage applications from mem-
bers to the IAHR member associations, namely the African Association for the Study of 
Religions (AASR), the Association for the Study of Religions in Southern Africa 
(ASRSA), the East African Association for the Study of Religions (EAASR), and the 
Nigerian Association for the Study of Religions (NASR).  
 

Evaluation Mechanism & Criteria 
Applications will be evaluated by the Board of Trustees of the IAHR African Trust 
Fund, and the board will consult specialists in the relevant fields when needed. Applica-
tions will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 
1. The originality, quality, importance and impact of the proposed study as it relates to 

the historical, social and comparative study of religion in the African continent (and 
nearby islands) 

2. Adherence to the best practices of research methodology and theory employed 
3. The relevance of the study to the African continent (and nearby islands) 
 

Submission timeframe 
Applications are open till 15th March 2013. Grant-winning applicants will be an-
nounced on 30th March 2013. Note that all grants will be awarded to the successful 
applicants in April 2013.  
 

Conditions of grants 
Applicants who receive the grant should submit a copy of the publication or a research 
report (of no less than 5 pages) that summarises the project’s findings to the IAHR Af-
rican Trust Fund. The publication or completed research project should acknowledge 
the support received in the form of an IAHR African Trust Fund Grant. The IAHR 
African Trust Fund will be allowed to reproduce or report the summary and parts of the 
report on the IAHR website, annual reports, and any other document or medium for the 
purpose of informing its stakeholders on the study findings. In all these publications, 
the authorship of the research will be clearly attributed to the applicant. 
 

Application form 
Send a brief covering letter addressed to the IAHR African Trust Fund stating that your 
submission is for consideration for the IAHR African Trust Fund Grant and include the 
following required materials: 
1. Name of applicant 
2. Email, telephone number and mailing address of the applicant 
3. Name of University, Department, Research Centre or Institute 
4. Name(s) of IAHR African Member Association(s)  
5. Title of research/publication proposal  
6. A research proposal of not more than four single-spaced pages detailing the aims/-

objectives, specific research questions, methodology and theoretical issues, the rati-
onale and plan of research (time frame), and a detailed, one-page budget should be 
attached, indicating the amount being applied for and the exact purposes for which 
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it will be used. If application is for only publication purposes, also indicate to what 
specific journal or book and evidence of what sum is required for such publication. 

7. Brief curriculum vitae and a statement of qualifications that specifically addresses 
the research project 

8. Include two letters of reference from senior scholars, one of whom MUST be a 
member, preferably an executive member, of the IAHR member associations. 

 

Completed applications forms are to be submitted as an electronic copy file in PDF or 
MS Word format in an attachment via email to: 
The Secretary of the African Trust Fund Board of Trustees,  
Dr. Afe Adogame [A.Adogame@ed.ac.uk].  
Please include in the electronic copy file the applicant’s last name, e.g. Eliza.pdf / 
Eliza.doc.  
The subject line in the email should read: IAHR African Trust Fund Application 2013  
Note, no hard copies will be accepted.  
For more information on the IAHR African Trust Fund Applications, please contact 
the Secretary of the African Trust Fund Board of Trustees at A.Adogame@ed.ac.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 

G
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Stewart M. Hoover 
Professor of Media Studies 

Unversity of Colorado at Boulder 
 

THE INAUGURATION OF THE  
BAETA-GRAU CHAIR IN AFRICAN CHRISTIANITY, 

TRINITY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,  
LEGON, ACCRA, GHANA, 19 OCTOBER 2012 

 

We were privileged to be able to take part in this important occasion.  I will write a 
brief report for friends and colleagues of Kwabena’s and we will add a few pictures 
(thanks to Karen for her photography). 
 

Since we are here for a more exten-
sive time (two months), we were 
able to participate in a number of 
events surrounding the actual cere-
mony. 
 

This began one week before, when 
we accompanied Kwabena into Ac-
cra for a luncheon marking the 
event, which was hosted by Barbara 
Baeta (standing in front in the group 
photo below at right), daughter of 
Christian Baeta, one of the two peo-

ple the chair honors. Baeta and Grau were pioneering theological educators in Ghana in 
the mid-20th Century.  Eugene Grau, a German missionary from the reformed tradition 
whose last post was as a United Church of Christ pastor in Philadelphia, spent many 
years in West Africa working to establish teaching institutions here.  Christian 
Goncalves Kwame Baeta was a pioneering Ghanaian theologian, Presbyterian church 
leader and Biblical Scholar, who was a giant in Ghanaian independence and academic 
history, having filled several academic and public-service roles in the early years of 
independence, and was a major force in the establishment of the University of Ghana 
(where he was Professor of Religion for many years) as well as Trinity Seminary. He 
was well-acquainted with Kwame Nkrumah and was chosen by Nkrumah to preach the 
sermon at his inauguration as Ghana’s first President in 1957. 
 

His children and grandchildren are successful business people and educators, and have 
provided some of the funding for the establishment of the Chair and of the Center for 
the Study of African Christianity, to which it is attached.  This luncheon was to both 
commemorate the event, and was a fund-raiser for the expenses of the inauguration of 
the chair.  Barbara is a premier caterer (her company is called Flair), so the lunch was 
pretty fabulous: a buffet of traditional Ghanaian dishes, but featuring a whole roast pig.  
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We enjoyed meeting a number of the great and good of Accra, the University, and 
Trinity, who attended. 
 

Now to the inauguration itself.  It was sch-
eduled for 3pm on Friday, the 19th.  Kwa-
bena told me that academic regalia would 
be worn, but that my black suit – with a tie 
– would be acceptable, and to expect a-
round 500 people to be present.  Definitely 
a dress-up occasion of some significance.  
Karen had her first Ghanaian dress made. 
 

Indeed, it was.  It was held in the larger of 
Trinity’s two chapels, the one that can seat 
500, though the event was impacted by the 
arrival of a tropical downpour about two 
hours before the event that lasted well past 
the starting time.  Several people noted 
that rain in Ghana has the same effect as 
snow where we live – everyone gets slow-
ed down and for many people the weather is a reason for canceling plans to travel and 
to attend things. This coincided as well with a scheduled power blackout for the cam-
pus, forcing them to rely on a backup generator during the first half of the ceremony. 
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The program suggested a mixture of traditional academic, religious, and traditional 
Ghanaian features and elements. The platform party (including Kwabena, Trinity’s 
President, Vice-President, and Provost, the Presiding Bishop of the Methodist Church, 
and the main speaker, Lamin Sanneh of Yale Divinity School – in photos below), 
processed to the beat of traditional African drums. Several chiefs were in atten-
dance. Hymns were sung. Special music (three numbers) was provided by the Wesleyan 
Symphonic Choir, which is directed by Theophil Asamoha-Gyadu, Kwabena’s and 
Theodora’s eldest, who is an accomplished musician, composer and arranger. They 
sang some religious music as well as a piece composed in Christian Baeta’s honor at 
the time of his ordination.  A fine ensemble with some beautiful voices. 
 

Ghanaian events like this always begin with a unique formality.  Someone is given the 
honor of chairing the event, and that person is introduced by a master of ceremonies 
who begins proceedings. The MC then invites the honored person to chair, listing his/-
her qualifications.  The chair then responds formally with a speech of his/her own be-
fore taking up the role of actually running the proceedings. 
 

In this case, the event was chaired by Rev. Dr. Joseph O.Y. Mante, Trinity’s president, 
whose vision it was to establish the Center, and the Chair, and to approach the Baeta 
and Grau families to support this initiative.  

 

The ceremony began with tributes to both Grau and Baeta (no Grau descendants live in 
Africa, but a number of Baeta descendants were present). Their biographies were very 
impressive, particularly Baeta’s. The establishment of a chair in his name clearly places 
Trinity on the conceptual and historical map of independent Ghana and has received a 
good deal of attention, in the media. 
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The Center was then officially 
announced, and Lamin Sanneh 
delivered his address in which 
he talked about this signifi-
cance of this event. This is the 
first center for the study of Af-
rican Christianity in Africa, 
and the first such Center or 
chair at a theological seminary 
in Africa.  It is seen as a major 
milestone in the development 
of African studies by and in 
Africa itself.  A really notable 
and touching moment. 

 
Following that, the President 
proceeded to the formal an-
nouncement of the first occu-
pant of the chair.  Describing 
the qualifications they had in 
mind, he then read a biograph-
ical sketch of Kwabena.  
 
The installation included a 
characteristic Ghanaian feat-
ure. The two Baeta children 
who were present came for-
ward to present the chair, 

which was an actual chair.  A substantial-looking wooden affair with black leather, it 
was placed by the lectern.   Those of you who know Ghanaian history and culture know 

the significance of the 
chief’s stool here.  These 
stools are badges of office, 
and this chair was intended 
to take some of that aura.  
Kwabena’s actual installa-
tion involved him being 
brought to the chair and with 
hands laid on by the other 
participants, he was sat in 
the chair three times. This 
evoked the traditional instal-
lation of chiefs, who are 
similarly seated on their 
stools three times. 
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Kwabena then spoke, expres-
sing humility and honor at be-
ing chosen for this role, his 
vision and hope for the future.  
He also paid tribute to his 
family for their support over 
the years.  Theodora was, of 
course present, as were their 
three children: Theophil, Gri-
selda, and Emmanuel.  Kwa-
bena’s sister and brother also 
attended.  There followed the 
anthem composed in Baeta’s 
honor, and then two goodwill 
messages. 
 

I gave the first of these good-
will messages, and would be 
happy to share my comments 
with you if you are interested.  
In my remarks I congratulated 
all involved for this immensely 
significant initiative and talked 
about the importance of schol-
arship to knowledge and under-
standing.  I also spoke to Kwa-
bena’s – and through him this 
Center’s – contribution to 
scholarship and to the study of 
media and religion. I also pas-
sed along greetings from any of 

you who asked me to, and shared your 
notes with Kwabena.   
 

I was followed by Andrew Walls of Edin-
burgh, who is Director Emeritus of the 
Center for the Study of World Christianity 
there. Walls’s comments stressed again 
the unique and pioneering significance of 
this Center and this Chair.  An offering 
followed, designated for seed money for 
the Center. Barbara Baeta then spoke on 
behalf of the family, and following a 
Methodist hymn and benediction, the Hal-
lelujah Chorus closed things out. 
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That was it. A ceremony befitting 
the importance of the initiative 
and the moment.  The festivities 
continued Saturday as Kwabena, 
Lamin Sanneh, Theodora, Karen, 
and I travelled to Tema (about 30 
miles away, where Kwabena cur-
rently pastors) for another lun-
cheon in his honor, held by a 
member of his congregation 
there. We met some important 
notable people there, including 
Jerry Rawlings’s former Chief of 
Staff and one of the founders of 
the University of Ghana medical school, who are members of the church as well. The 
lunch was hosted by a woman who worked for US AID in Washington, DC (directing 
their emergency response services) and returned home to Ghana upon her retirement. 
 
 A great honor 
for Kwabena at 
that lunch was 
the presence of 
Ama Ata Ai-
doo, a major fi-
gure in Gha-
naian and West 
African litera-
ture (seen at 
right with 
Kwabena, The-
odora, Karen, 
and Lamin 
Sanneh).  She 
is a widely-
known poet, 
playwright, 
novelist and 
author of es-
says and short 
stories who teaches at Brown half of each year.  Google her.  Nearly 80 now, she is 
regarded as a pioneer of women’s voices in African literature.  Kwabena was clearly 
touched and honored to have her attend, and to give her blessing to this endeavor. She 
was delightful. 
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At left:: Kwabena, Theodora, some of his siblings, and (on the right) daughter Griselda after 
the Friday event 

 
For Kwabena, Theodora, Karen, and I, the weekend’s festivities included Sunday morn-
ing, as we travelled to the Tema Joint Church for its morning service. Kwabena is 
preaching pastor there, and delivered a sermon on service and the meaning of giving of 
oneself selflessly.  This church was founded to serve an expanding membership across 
three denominations and its worship was a bit more staid than other places we’ve been. 
But its sermons are very dynamic. We also had the treat that afternoon of hearing 
Griselda in a concert of the Methodist students’ choir from the University called “Al-
dersgate Voices."  
 

PERSONS & POSTS 
 
Damaris Parsitau was appointed Director of the Institute of Gender, Women & Devel-
opment Studies, University of Egerton, Kenya, on 10 November 2012. 
 

Peter Kanyandago, Professor of Ethics & Development Studies at Martyrs of Uganda 
University at Nkozi, Uganda, was appointed Visiting Professor at Radboud University 
Nijmegen, The Netherlands, for a period of three years. Prof. Kanyandago offers a MA 
course on religion and development and supervises Ph.D. candidates in Nijmegen. 
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Thomas Ndaluka, anthropologist at the University of Dar es Salaam, successfully de-
fended his PhD thesis at Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands, on 12 June 
2012. Its title is: Religious Discourse, Social Cohesion and Conflict: Muslim - Christian 
Relations in Tanzania. The thesis was published by LIT Verlag (Zürich – Münster, 
2012). Copies are available from Frans Wijsen (f.wijsen@ftr.ru.nl ). 
 
Frans Wijsen, AASR representative in Europe, was appointed Visiting Professor in the 
Dept. of Anthropology & Sociology of the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, for a 
period of three years. Prof. Wijsen is involved in the development of the Religion and 
Society Research Centre in the University of Dar es Salaam. 
 
Frans Wijsen and Benjamin Soares, editors of Studies of Religion in Africa (SRA), 
discussed market discontent about high book prices with the publisher (Brill). The publ-
isher offers the possibility of publishing cheaper paperback editions or e-books and the 
possibility of co-publishing with African Publishing Houses. The SRA editors welcome 
book proposals for consideration in this international academic series. 
 
Frans Wijsen was appointed vice-dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, Theology and Re-
ligious Studies at Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands 
(cf. http://www.ru.nl/ftr/faculteit/bestuur/ ). 
In addition to BA and MA programs in Dutch, the Faculty offers MA programs in Phil-
osophy and Theology in English. 
 

A REVIEW 
 

Frans Wijsen 
 

Ndaluka, Thomas J., 2012, Religious Discourse, Social Cohesion and Conflict: Muslim 
- Christian Relations in Tanzania. Münster: LIT Verlag, ISBN: 97836439002115 

This book analyzes socio-religious transformation in Tanzania. Some scholars claim 
that religion has returned to the public domain since the collapse of Tanzanian social-
ism, and that there is a tension between Muslims and Christians. Based on focus group 
discussions in Dar es Salaam, the author acquires insight into Muslim – Christian rela-
tions by Critical Discourse Analysis. He analyses how Muslims and Christians identify, 
and position, themselves in relation to each other and the conditions which make them 
elevate their religious identity over other identities. The book reveals that some peri-
pheral voices threaten social cohesion. But in general Muslims and Christains maintain 
friendly relations and avoid conflict. It also shows that individualization or de-instituti-
onalization are dominant trends in Tanzania. However, educational institutions have re-
mained strong and influence other institutions such as the family.  

Thomas J. Ndaluka (AASR member) is an Assistant Lecturer in the Department of 
Sociology & Anthropology of the University of Dar es Salaam. He is also a part time 
Lecturer at the Institute of Finance Management and External Examiner at the Mwali-
mu Nyerere Memorial Academy. His area of interests include religion and develop-
ment; public health; socio-economic issues and environment. 
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2012 ASC AFRICA  
THESIS AWARD 

 
The ASC Africa Thesis Award is awarded each year by the African Studies Centre 
(ASC), Leiden, The Netherlands. 35 theses were submitted for the 2012 Award to ASC 
this year. It has been awarded to Nkululeko Mabandla (University of Cape Town) for 
his thesis Lahla Ngubo: The Continuities and Discontinuities of a South African Black 
Middle Class. This study contributes to our understanding of the trajectories of South 
Africa’s historical black middle class – a class that is defined by access to education, 
work, as well as access to land.  

The ASC jury awarded the second prize to Judith Zoetelief (Leiden University) for 
her thesis entitled: Dragons in the Savannah, A Case Study of new Chinese migrants in 
Tamale, Ghana. This thesis aims to understand the motivations of new Chinese mi-
grants to Africa from the migrants’ perspective by conducting a case study of new Chi-
nese migrants in Tamale, Ghana. 

The third prize was awarded to Catherina Wilson (Leiden University) for her thesis 
The Congolese Yankee Language and Identity among Youth in Kisangani. To overcome 
stagnation and enter adulthood, the Congolese Yankee tends to make creative use of 
language and discourse. By speaking the urban Lingala, called Kindoubil, the Congo-
lese Yankee builds his own identity and tries to find ways to escape marginalisation. 

The award ceremony took place on Saturday 17 November, 14:30-15:30, during the 
Afrikadag in Amsterdam.  

New theses may be submitted for the 2013 ASC African Thesis Award. The 
deadline for submission is 15 June 2013.  

For more information, please contact: Trudi Blomsma, Secretary Awards Com-
mittee, African Studies Centre, P.O. Box 9555, NL-2300 RB Leiden. 
E-mail: t.blomsma@ascleiden.nl  
Or visit: http://www.ascleiden.nl/?q=content/africa-thesis-award 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
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NEW AASR MEMBERS 
 

At http://www.a-asr.org/index.php?id=1063  

Munsi, Roger Vanzila, PhD 

2. Associate Professor, Nanzan Universiy; Associate Research, Nanzan Anthropologi-
cal Institute 

3. Nanzan University, 466-8673 Nagoya-Shi, Showa-ku, Yamazato-cho 18, Japan   
4. Phone: +81-52-832-3111 (office); Fax. +81-52-832-3925; + 81-8069199350 (cell 

phone) 
5. E-mail: munsivanroger@gmail.com; mazasiro@nanzan-u.ac.jp 
6. PhD in Ethnology and History (2008, Kanagawa University, Japan) 
7. Socio-cultural Anthropology; Sociology; Folklore & Religious Studies; Contempo-

rary Cultural Anthropology; Studies in Religion; Introduction to Christianity; Study 
of French Diplomacy; Study of Francophone Countries 

8. My research focuses mainly on (1) religious practices and related social aspects of 
the present-day Japanese Kakure  Kirishitan (Hidden Christians); (2) Social Organ-
ization and Religious Practices of the Sakata (Congo-Kinshasa).  I am currently 
carrying out an ethnography of Kirishitan Shrines and Festivals in Japan. 

9. Association for Asian Studies; Society for the Study of Japanese Religions; World 
History Association; American Academy of Religion; Japan Sociological Associa-
tion; Japanese Society of Cultural Anthropology; Folklore Society of Japan; The Ja-
panese Association for the Study of  Religion and Society. 

10. = 2008, ‘Kakure Kirishitan in the New Urbanized Context of Kurosaki’, in The 
Japan Mission Journal 62, 4: 225-246 
= 2009, ‘Kongo wa dōshite mazushii ka’ (Japanese) [Why is Congo-Kinshasa so 
poor?], in Nakamure Kazue (ed.) 2009, Sekai juu no afurika he ikou-tabisurubunka 
togaidobukku (Japanese) [Let Us Go to the Worldwide Africa: A Guide Book of a 
Travelling Culture]. Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 60-80 
= 2011, ‘Conversion Experiences among the Kakure Kirishitan’, in The Japan Mis-
sion Journal 65, 3: 162-183 
= 2011 (translator), ‘A Letter to an Island’, Myoe 1197: 36-39 [Translation from 
French], in James W. Heisig, Thomas P. Kasulis & John C. Maraldo (eds.) 2011, 
Japanese Philosophy: A Source Book. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 81-
85 

 

At http://www.a-asr.org/index.php?id=1073  
Omomia, O. Austin, MA, Rev. 
2. PhD student in Philosophy of Religion 
3. Dept. of Religion Studies, Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago-Iwoye, Ogun State, 

Nigeria; 10, Chizim Avenue, Greenville Estate, Off Badore Road, Lekki, Lagos, 
Nigeria (private); P.O.Box 7454, Surulere, Lagos. Nigeria 

4. Phone: +2348033031035 
5. E-mail: austin.omomia@yahoo.com 
6. B.Agric (Bachelor of Agriculture), (1984, Obafemi Awolowo University, former 

University of Ife, Ile-Ife, Nigeria); PGDE(Post Graduate Diploma in Education), 
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(1987, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. Nigeria); B.Th (Bachelor of Theology), 
(1992, Baptist Seminary, Ogbomoso, Nigeria); M.A (Religious Studies), (2011, 
Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago-Iwoye, Nigeria); M.Ed. (Educational Admini-
stration, (2012, National Open University of Nigeria, Lagos, Nigeria) 

7. Religious studies (Social Ethics); Christian Theology; Educational Administration 
& Planning 

8. Social Ethics; Philosophy of Religion; Educational Administration and Planning 
9. International Research and Development Institute (Research and Development Net-

work) 
10. = 2011, ‘Inter- religious Dialogue as Panacea for Religious Tolerance and Unity 

among People of Living Faith in Nigeria for National Development’, in African 
Journal of Contemporary Issues 11, 1 (June 2011): 6-14 
= 2011, ‘Reaping the Benefits of African Culture: A New Paradigm for Effective 
Christian Ethics’, in The International Journal Series on Tropical Issues 12, 1 
(April 2011): 105-111 
= 2011, ‘Tackling the Scourge of Poverty and Unemployment for Sustainable Soci-
o-economic Development of Nigeria’, in African Journal of Humanities and Society 
12, ? (April 2011): 84-91 

 

At http://www.a-asr.org/index.php?id=1071  
Bansah, Confidence Worlanyo, Rev., Dr. 
2. Former lecturer in Systematic Theology and Christian Ethics at the Evangelical 

Presbyterian University College School of Theology, Ghana, and the South London 
Christian College (an affiliate college of the University of Winchester, UK) 

3. 3 Hampstead Close, London, SE28 8EL, UK 
4. Phone: 00447551816552 
5. Email: cwbansah@yahoo.co.uk 
6. Diploma in Ministry (2002, Trinity Theological Seminary, Ghana); Bachelor of Di-

vinity (hons) (2004, Trinity Theological Seminary, Ghana); Postgrad Certtificate in 
Theological Studies (2006, University of Dubuque, IA, USA); MPhil in the Study 
of Religions (2009, University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana); Postgrad Certificate in 
Christian Doctrine (2011, University of Wales/Spurgeons Coll, London); PhD in 
Christian Intellectual Thought (2012, Reformation International Theological 
Seminary, Fellsmere, Florida 32948-6411,  U.S.A.) 

7. Doctrine, Religious Studies and Ethics 
8. Contextual African Reformed hermeneutics; Ministry of Justice and Theology of 

Law 
9. None 
10. None yet 

O
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
 
Abdullah, Zain, 2010, Black Mecca: The African Muslims of Harlem. New York: Oxford Univer-

sity Press, 304 pp., ISBN 978-0195314250 (hbk), $35 
[The changes to U.S. immigration law that were instituted in 1965 have led to an influx of 
West African immigrants to New York, creating an enclave Harlem residents now call Little 
Africa. These immigrants are immediately recognizable as African in their wide-sleeved robes 
and tasseled hats, but most native-born members of the community are unaware of the crucial 
role Islam plays in immigrants’ lives. Zain Abdullah takes us inside the lives of these new im-
migrants and shows how they deal with being a double minority in a country where both 
blacks and Muslims are stigmatised. Dealing with this dual identity, Abdullah discovers, is ex-
traordinarily complex. Some longtime residents embrace these immigrants and see their ar-
rival as an opportunity to reclaim their African heritage, while others see the immigrants as 
scornful invaders. In turn, African immigrants often take a particularly harsh view of their 
new neighbors, buying into the worst stereotypes about American-born blacks being lazy and 
incorrigible. And while there has long been a large Muslim presence in Harlem, and residents 
often see Islam as a force for social good, African-born Muslims see their Islamic identity dis-
regarded by most of their neighbors. Abdullah weaves together the stories of these African 
Muslims to paint a fascinating portrait of a community's efforts to carve out space for itself in 
a new country.] 

Acheampong, Stephen Owoahene, 2009, ‘African Independent Churches: Their Relations to Mis-
sionary Christianity and African Traditional Religion’, in Mission 16, 1: 123-136 

Acheampong, Stephen Owoahene, 2010, ‘Keeping Faith with the Ancestors: The Preservation and 
Practice of African Traditions among the Maroons of Suriname’, in Universitas [University of 
Ghana] 12: 89-104  

Acheampong, Stephen Owoahene, & Elisa Vasconi 2010, ‘Recognition and Integration of Traditi-
onal Medicine in Ghana: A Perspective’, in Research Review [Institute of African Studies, 
University of Ghana] 26, 2 

Adamo, D.T., 2006, Africa and Africans in the New Testament. Lanham [MD]: University Press of 
America 

Adamo, D.T., 2011, ‘Christianity and the African Traditional Religion(s): The Postcolonial Round 
of Engagement’, in Verbum et Ecclesia 32, 1: 10 pp.; PDF at: 
http://www.ve.org.za/index.php/VE/article/viewFile/285/663  
[This article discusses the modern, postcolonial encounter between Christianity and African 
Indigenous Religion (AIR) in Africa. The rapid growth of many religions in Africa and the 
revival of AIR in postcolonial Africa have made inter-religious dialogue an urgent necessity. 
Unlike the colonial encounter with AIR, which was characterised by the condemnation of 
AIR, the postcolonial encounter should be one of mutual respect, understanding, tolerance, 
and some level of freedom, liberation and genuineness, for AIR is not about to be extinct.] 

Adamu, Fatima L., 2008, ‘Gender, Hisba and the Enforcement of Morality in Northern Nigeria’, in 
Africa 78, 1 
[This article questions the over-generalization associated with vigilantism in Nigeria by anal-
ysing one form of vigilantism – hisba – within the context of informal policing in Zamfara 
and Kano states. It situates the issue of vigilantes within the northern Nigerian political con-
text rather than within a simple moral framework that casts vigilantes as violent criminals.] 

Adebayo, Rafiu, I., 2008, Islamization of Knowledge: Global Developments, Individual Efforts & 
Institutional Contributions. Kano: IIIT Nigeria Office 

Adebayo, Rafiu I., 2010, ‘Prospects and Challenges of Private Universities in Nigeria: Focus on 
Islamic Missions’ Universities’, in J. Okojie et.al (eds.), 50 Years of University Education in 
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Nigeria: Evolution, Achievements and Future Directions. Ilorin: University of Ilorin & Natio-
nal Universities Commission. 

Adebayo, Rafiu Ibrahim, 2012, ‘A Survey of the Global Success of the Islamization of Knowledge 
Programme with particular Reference to Nigeria’, in Journal of Al-Tamaddun 7, 1: 91-105; 
full text at: http://umrefjournal.um.edu.my/filebank/published_article/3667/06%2091-105.pdf  
[The contemporary Islamization of knowledge programme is a global intellectual programme 
aimed at re-orientating and recasting the corpus of human knowledge to conform to the Isla-
mic belief system and worldview. This paper aims to establish the extent this programme has 
gone and the level of its practicability at global level but with particular reference to Nigeria. 
This paper discusses the conceptual meanings of the term ‘Islamization of knowledge’ and the 
extent of acceptability of the programme in the various educational institutions. Suggestions 
on how the programme could better be handled to enhance effectiveness are equally made.] 

Adeola, Kehinde Adedayo, 2011, ‘Mystical Powers of Witchcraft among the Gbagyis’, in Ilorin 
Journal of Religious Studies (IJOURELS) 1, 1: 77-92; full text at: 
http://www.jourels.com/adeola.pdf  
[This essay examines specific elements that persistently undergird the survival of Gbagyi 
Knunu (indigenous religion) even after the Gbagyi people in Nigeria have been introduced to 
monotheistic religions such as Islam and Christianity for over two centuries. It interacts with 
some select writings of a few European and African ethnographers who have studied primal 
worldviews, using their insights to better understand Gbagyi Knunu. This essay thus seeks to 
find out how the Gbagyi people have been responding to Christianity and Islam and why they 
still resort to the practice of their Knunu, with particular reference to witchcraft.] 

Aderibigbe, Ibigbolade Simon, 2011, Abortion, Religious Belief and Medical Ethics: Historical 
and Philosophical Perspectives. Saarbrücken: VDM Verlag Dr. Müller, 280 pp., ISBN-13: 
978-3639353815 (pbk), £ 71 

Adesanya, Ibiyinka Olusala, 2011, ‘Environmental Effects of Church Proliferation: The Redeemed 
Christiam Church of God as a Case Study’, in International Journal of Humanities and Social 
Science 1, 15 (October 2011), full text at: 
http://www.ijhssnet.com/journals/Vol_1_No_15_Special_Issue_October_2011/21.pdf  
[This paper appraises the extent of proliferation of churches with particular reference to The 
Redeemed Christian Church of God. Churches are noted to be springing up at an alarming and 
unprecedented rate in all available spaces. The paper also listed and discussed some of the 
problems associated with the proliferation of churches, such as noise pollution, traffic conges-
tion at the Redemption Camp, inhalation of exhaust gases and related air pollutants, improper 
ventilation and the collapse of weak structures being used.] 

Adesina, Olutayo Charles, 2013, ‘Faith, Spiritualism and Materialism: Understanding the Inter-
faces of Religion and Economy in Nigeria', in Adogame, Chitando & Bateye 2013: 35-46 

Adesina, Oluwakemi Abiodun, 2013, ‘The Northern Nigerian Muslim Woman: Between Econom-
ic Crisis and Religious Puritanism’, in Adogame, Chitando & Bateye 2013: 175-188 

Adhikari, M., 2005, ‘“God Made the White Man, God Made the Black Man …”: Popular Racial 
Stereotyping of Coloured People in Apartheid South Africa’, in South African Historical 
Journal 55: 142-164 versity of Ghana] 26, 2: 1-17 

Adogame, Afe, & James Spickard 2010, ‘Africa, the New African Diaspora, and Religious Trans-
nationalism in a Global World’, in Afe Adogame & James Spickard (eds) 2010, Religion 
Crossing Boundaries: Transnational Religious and Social Dynamics in Africa and the New 
African Diaspora  Leiden and Boston: Brill: 1-28 (= Religion and the Social Order Series 18) 

Adogame, Afe, 2011, ‘Kämpfen für Gott oder Kämpfen im Namen Gottes!: Die Politik religiöser 
Gewalt im heutigen Nigeria’, in George M. Hoff & Ulrich Winkler (Hg.) Religionskonflikte: 
Zur lokalen Topografie eines Globalisierungsphaenomens. Innsbrück-Wien: Tyrolia-Verlag, 
177-197 

Adogame, Afe, 2011, ‘Professor Alexander Alistair Kee: A Tribute’, in Studies in World Christia-
nity 17, 2: V-VIII 
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Adogame, Afe, 2011, ‘Introduction’, in Afe Adogame (ed) 2011, Who is Afraid of the Holy 
Ghost?: Pentecostalism and Globalization in Africa and Beyond. Trenton/Asmara/Ibadan: Af-
rica World Press, ix-xxiii (= Religion in Contemporary Africa Series) 

Adogame, Afe, 2012, ‘Dealing with Local Satanic Technology: Deliverance Rhetoric in the 
Mountain of Fire and Miracles Ministries’, in Olupona & Akinade 2012: 75-101; full text at: 
http://www.a-asr.org/PDF/Adogame.2012.pdf  
[Using the example of the Mountain of Fire and Miracles Ministries (MFM) founded in Lagos 
in the 1980s, the paper examines its demographic expansion, its belief in, and appropriation 
of, spiritual warfare and deliverance rituals in Africa and the African diaspora. It shows how 
the MFM, through its preoccupation with the epistemology of demons and the extensive ap-
propriation of warfare rhetoric, has carved out a niche for itself in African Pentecostal dis-
course in both local and global contexts.] 

Adogame, Afe, 2012: ‘African Initiated Churches in the Diaspora’, in Elias Bongmba (ed.) 2012, 
The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to African Religions. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 310-322 

Adogame, Afe, 2012, ‘AIDS, Religion, and the Politics of Social Justice in Sub-Saharan Africa’, 
in Michael Palmer & Stanley Burgess (eds) 2012, The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Religi-
on and Social Justice. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 482-495 

Adogame, Afe, & Shobana Shankar 2012, ‘Exploring New Frontiers in Global Religious Dynam-
ics’, in Adogame & Shankar 2012: 1-17 

Adogame, Afe, & Shobana Shankar (eds) 2012, Religions on the Move!: New Dynamics of Religi-
ous Expansion in a Globalizing World. Leiden: Brill, 468 pp. (= International Studies in Reli-
gion and Society, 15) 

Adogame, Afe, Ezra Chitando & Bolaji Bateye 2012, ‘African Traditions in the Study of Religion 
in Africa’, in Adogame, Chitando, Bateye 2012: 1-13 

Adogame, Afe, Ezra Chitando & Bolaji Bateye (eds.) 2012, African Traditions in the Study of Re-
ligion in Africa: Emerging Trends, Indigenous Spirituality and the Interface with Other World 
Religions. Abindgon: Ashgate, 278 pp., ISBN 978-4094-1970-9 (hbk), £55 
[The historiography of African religions and religions in Africa presents a remarkable shift 
from the study of 'Africa as Object' to 'Africa as Subject', thus translating the subject from ob-
scurity into the global community of the academic study of religion. This book presents a mul-
tidisciplinary exploration of African traditions in the study of religion in Africa and the new 
African diaspora. It is structured under three main sections - Emerging trends in the teaching 
of African Religions; Indigenous Thought and Spirituality; and Christianity, Hinduism and Is-
lam. Contributors, drawn from diverse African and global contexts, situate current scholarly 
traditions of the study of African religions within the purview of academic encounter and ex-
changes with non-African scholars and non-African contexts. African scholars enrich the stu-
dy of religions from their respective academic and methodological orientations. Jacob Kehin-
de Olupona stands out as a pioneer in the socio-scientific interpretation of African indigenous 
religion and religions in Africa. This book is to his honour and marks his immense contribu-
tion to an emerging field of study and research.] 

Adogame, Afe, Ezra Chitando & Bolaji Bateye (eds.) [February] 2013, African Traditions in the 
Study of Religion, Diaspora and Gendered Societies. Williston (VT): Ashgate Publishing, 212 
pp., ISBN 978-1-4094-4614-9 (hbk), $99.95, special offer $79.95 
[This book exemplifies the Africanization of the academic study of the religions of Africa. It 
is a multidisciplinary exploration of African traditions in the study of religions, diaspora, and 
gendered societies. The contributors have been drawn from African and global contexts. They 
situate the current scholarly traditions in the study of the religions of Africa within the 
purview of academic encounter and exchanges with non-African scholars and contexts.] 

Adogame, Afe, 2013, The African Christian Diaspora: New Currents and Emerging Trends in 
World Christianity. London/New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 272 pp., ISBN:  9781441188-
588 (hbk),   £70.00, £63.00 (online),; ISBN:  9781441136671 (pbk), £22.99,  £20.69  (online),  
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[The last three decades have witnessed a rapid proliferation of African Christian communities, 
particularly in Europe and North American diaspora, thus resulting in the remapping of old re-
ligious landscapes. This migratory trend and development bring to the fore the crucial role, 
functions and import of religious symbolic systems in new geo-cultural contexts. The trans-
national linkages between African-led churches in the countries of origin (Africa) and the 
‘host’ societies are assuming increasing importance for African immigrants. The links and net-
works that are established and maintained between these contexts are of immense religious, 
cultural, economic, political and social importance. This suggests how African Christianities 
can be understood within processes of religious transnationalism and African modernity. 
Based on extensive religious ethnography undertaken by the author among African Christian 
communities in Europe, the USA and Africa in the last 17 years, this book maps and describes 
the incipience and consolidation of new brands of African Christianities in diaspora. The book 
demonstrates how African Christianities are negotiating and assimilating notions of the global 
while maintaining their local identities.] 

Aihiokhai, Simon Mary A., 2010, ‘Ancestorhood in Yoruba Religion and Sainthood in Christiani-
ty: Envisioning an Ecological Awareness and Responsibility’, in The International Journal of 
African Catholicism 1, 1: 23-41 

Aihiokhai, Simonmary A., 2011, ‘Interreligious Living: A Personalistic and Sociological Ap-
proach to Religious Pluralismn’, in International Journal of African Catholicism 2, 1: 28 pp.; 
PDF at: http://www.saintleo.edu/media/131002/interreligious_living.pdf 

Aihiokhai, SimonMary A., 2012, ‘Trinitarian Catholicity: A Paradigm for Enduring Interreligious 
Dialogue/Encounter’, in International Journal of African Catholicism 3, 1: 1-21; full text in: 
http://www.saintleo.edu/media/130950/winter2012ijac.pdf  

Aihiokhai, SimonMary A., 2012, ‘Shaping the Content for Interreligious Engagement: A Case for 
Interreligious Hospitality in Nigeria’s Religiously Pluralistic Societies’, in International Jour-
nal of African Catholicism 3, 2: 23 pp; PDF at: 
http://www.saintleo.edu/media/411880/interreligious_engagament.pdf  

Ajibade, George Olusola, 2009, Finding Female Voice: A Socio-Cultural Appraisal of Yoruba 
Nuptial Poetry. Cologne [Germany]: Rüdiger Köppe Verlag, 248 pp. 

Ajibade, George Olusola, 2009, ‘Sàngó's Eéríndínlógún Divinatory System’, in Joel Tisken, Toyin 
Falola & Akinyemi Akintunde (eds.) 2009, Sàngó in Africa and the African Diaspora. Bloom-
ington: Indiana University Press, 111-132 

Ajibade, George Olusola, 2011, ‘Endogenous and Exogenous Factors in National Development: 
Inferences from the Metaphor of Witchcraft (Àjé) in Olátúbòsún Oládàpò’s poetry’, in Tyd-
skrif vir Letterkunde 48, 1: 167-183; full text at: 
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/tvl/article/viewFile/63827/51646  

Akinade, Akintunde E., 2012, ‘Dancing to the Drumbeats of Faith: A Tribute to Ogbu Uke Kalu’, 
in Olupona & Akinade 2012: 124-129  

Akintunde, Dorcas, 2013, ‘Partnership and the Exercise of Power in Nigerian Churches’, in Ado-
game, Chitando & Bateye 2013: 163-173 

Amenga-Etego, Rose Mary, 2012, ‘Tribes without Rulers? Indigenous Systems of Governance and 
Sustainable Rural Development’, in Adogame, Chitando & Bataye 2012: 119-134 

Amin, Manilla Soni, 2005, ‘The Long Walk to Freedom: From Religious Instruction to Religion in 
Education’, in Johannes A. Smit & Pratap Kumar (eds.) 2005, The Study of Religion in South-
ern Africa: Essays in Honour of G.C. Oosthuizen. Leiden: Brill  

Amooah, J., 2011, ‘Religion vs Culture: Striking the Right Balance in the Context of Traditional 
African Religions in the new South Africa’, in Bennett 2011 

Amuni, Olayinka Kudus, 2009, ‘The Nexus between Africa and Arabia and the Contribution of 
Africans to Nascent Islam’, in Journal of the Black and African Arts and Civilization [Lagos: 
Concept Publications Limited; ISSN: 1117-9457] 3, 1 (May 2009): 41-56   

Appiah, Simon Kofi, 2012, ‘The Challenge of a Theologically Fruitful Method for Studying Afri-
can Christian Ethics: The Role of the Human Sciences', in Exchange 41, 3: 254-278 
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[This essay joins the discourse on inculturation ethics by focusing on the methodological chal-
lenges involved in its study. It proposes that a critical appropriation of knowledge from the so-
cial sciences could yield a fruitful theological method for the study of African Christian ethics. 
Inculturation itself presupposes certain social scientific questions, which cannot be ignored. 
The essay suggests that the challenges and suspicions associated with attempts to adapt know-
ledge from the social sciences for the study of philosophical and theological questions dwindle 
in the face of the theological fruitful method that such an approach can generate.] 

Asamoah-Gyadu, J. Kwabena, 2009, ‘Did Jesus Wear Designer Robes?’, in Christianity Today: 
The Global Conversation, November 2009, full text at: 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/globalconversation/november2009/index.html  

Asamoah-Gyadu, J. Kwabena, 2009, ‘“Catch the Anointing”: Mediating Supernatural Power 
through Enchanted Texts and Tapes in African-led Charismatic Christianity’, full text at:  
http://www.scribd.com/doc/14640900/Mediating-Supernatural-Power-Kwabena-
AsamoahGyadu  

Asamoah-Gyadu, J. Kwabena, 2010, ‘“The Evil You Have Done Can Ruin the Whole Clan”: Afri-
can Cosmology, Community, and Christianity in Achebe’s Things Fall Apart’, in Studies in 
World Christianity 16, 1: 46-62 

Asamoah-Gyadu, Kwabena, 2012, ‘Mediating Power and Salvation: Pentecostalism and Religious 
Mediation in an African Context’, in Olupona & Akinade 2012: 43-61 
[This contribution reflects on aspects of the interface between religious mediation and primal 
religion in Africa and African revivalist Christianity including African expressions of Pente-
costalism.] 

Asamoah-Gyadu, J. Kwabena, 2012, ‘Seminarians Assess the Challenge of Witchcraft Accusa-
tions', blog at Missiology Matters April 27, 2012, at 
http://www.missiologymatters.com/2012/04/27/seminarians-assess-the-challenge-of-
witchcraft-accusations/ 

Asamoah-Gyadu, J. Kwabena, 2012, ‘“From Prophetism to Pentecostalism”: Religious Innovation 
in Africa and African Religious Scholarship’, in Adogame, Chitando & Bataye 2012: 161-174 

Asue, Daniel Ude, 2010, ‘Evolving an African Christian Feminist Ethics: A Study of Nigerian 
Women’, in The International Journal of African Catholicism 1, 2: 

Asue, Daniel Ude, 2012, ‘Muslim Youth in Search of Identity in Nigeria: The Case of Boko 
Haram Violence’, in International Journal of African Catholicism 3, 1: 22-38; full text in: 
http://www.saintleo.edu/media/130950/winter2012ijac.pdf  

Ayantayo, Kehinde Jacob, 2013, ‘The Implications of Ancestral Veneration Manifesting in Natio-
nal Symbols for National Integration and Moral Transformation in Nigeria’, in Adogame, 
Chitando & Bateye 2013: 61-70  

Badru, I, 2006, The Spread of islam in West Africa: Colonization, Globalisation, and the Emer-
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of the formation of Nigeria as a nation. It notes that the privileged position of the Christian 
and Islamic religions during the colonial era did not lead to greater integration as a nation of 
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Comparative Perspectives’, in Dennis R. Hoover & Douglas Johnston (eds.) 2012, Religion 
and Foreign Affairs: A Reader. Waco [TX]: Baylor University Press, 53-64 (reprint of 2005 
article) 

Hackett, Rosalind I.J., 2012, ‘Religion, Media, and Conflict in Africa’, in Elias Bongmba (ed.), A 
Companion to African Religions.  New York: Blackwell (reprint of 2009) 

Haddad, Beverley, 2011, Religion and HIV and AIDS: Charting the Terrain. Pietermaritzburg: 
University of KwaZulu Natal Press, 448 pp., ISBN: 978 1 86914 207 0 (pbk), SA-Rand 285 
[This book explores the interface between HIV, AIDS and religion and recognizes the impor-
tance of religious engagement with the reality of HIV and AIDS. In many communities, the 
spiritual narrative is far more compelling that its bio-medical equivalent, making interdisci-
plinary collaboration crucial. The project that gave birth to this book brought together scholars 
from the fields of religion and theology and activists from local communities. Its content cap-
tures the collaborative character of the book and each chapter is accompanied by a practitioner 
response. Existing scholarly literature was analysed and interrogated in the context of local 
community knowledge. The book has a strong African focus with local forms of Christianity 
and Islam featuring prominently.] 

Haron, Muhammed, 2012, ‘Southern African Islamic Studies Scholarship: A Survey of the “State 
of the Art”’, in Adogame, Chitando & Bataye 2012: 219-238 

Hoel, Nina, 2009, ‘Flirtations with Muslim Female Sexuality’, in Annual Review of Islam in Africa 
10 (2008-2009): 31-35; full text at http://www.cci.uct.ac.za/usr/cci/news/Nina_Hoel.pdf  

Hoel, Nina, & Elaine NoguiraGodsey 2011, ‘Transforming Feminism: Religion, Women and Ecol-
ogy’, in Journal for the Study of Religion 24, 2: 5-15 
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Horsfield, Peter, & Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu 2011, ‘What is it about the Book?: Semantic and 
Material Dimensions in the Mediation of the Word of God’, in Studies in World Christianity 
17, 2: 175-193 
[When the Christian Bible is referred to as the ‘Word of God’, the common understanding is 
that this refers to its textual content. There are, however, a variety of other uses made of the 
bible that point to an understanding of the Word of God as not just the textual content but also 
the material book itself. This article explores a number of uses of the physical bible as an 
instrument of spiritual mediation or power that have been practised since the early days of 
Christianity to the present time. Some of the understandings underlying these material 
practices are explored, along with differences in the religious-cultural context that sustain 
these different views, including the differences in religious hermeneutics between the oral and 
written word, the importance of the concept of the book in Christian identity, the relationship 
of fetishism and theological understanding, and cultural differences in understanding the 
relationship between textual and material signification.]  

Hüwelmeier, Gertrud, & Kristine Krause (eds.) 2010, Travelling Spirits: Migrants, Markets, and 
Mobilities. New York: Routledge, 218 pp., ISBN 978-0-415-80800-2 (pbk), $39.95 
[Maintaining and forging religious networks across borders have long been part of migrants’ 
activities. However, due to the wide availability of communication technologies and the re-
duced costs of transportation, transnational social practices, including religious activities, have 
witnessed an enormous intensification in the last few decades around the world. Traveling 
Spirits seeks to understand these processes by investigating how religion goes global. The 
book provides rich ethnographic case studies on mobile evangelists, moving spirit mediums, 
and traveling believers that discuss how religious agents create and maintain transborder 
connections; in what way religious practices are being transformed, reinforced or newly 
invented when transported to different places around the world. And also how power relations 
are negotiated within transnational religious networks; and how are processes of coming and 
going are linked to religious practices and discourses. They analyze the relationship between 
global, regional, national, local and individual religious processes by centering on economic 
activities, media representations, or politics of emplacement.] 

Ihejirika, Walter C., 2009, ‘Muslim Minorities and Media Access in a Predominantly  Christian 
City: The Case of Port Harcourt, Nigeria’, in Journal of African Media Studies 1, 3: 469-491 

Ihejirika, Walter C., 2009, ‘Current Trends in the Study of Media, Religion and Culture in Africa’, 
in African Communications Research: A Journal of Information on Current Research in Afri-
ca 2, 1: 1-60 

Ihejirika, Walter C., 2011, ‘Autorita and Autorevolezza: Explaining Contestations between Politi-
cal and Religious Leaders in the Age of the New Media’, in The Politics and Religion Journal 
5, 1 (Spring 2011): 17-37; PDF at:  
http://www.politicsandreligionjournal.com/images/pdf_files/engleski/volume5_no1/walter%2
0ihejirika%201.pdf  
[This article deals with the subtle contest for power between political and religious leaders in 
Nigeria and elsewhere in Africa. As these struggles for hegemony are played out in the public 
sphere, the manner in which politicians and religious leaders portray themselves to the public 
determines their followership. Politicians do that by the demonstration of raw power, autorita; 
religious leaders use moral power, autorevolezza.] 

Iwuchukwu, Marinus, 2010, ‘The Odyssey of African Theologians in America’, in The Internatio-
nal Journal of African Catholicism 1, 2: 1-10 

Iwuchukwu, Marinus C., 2011, ‘Root Causes and The Human/Economic Costs of Religious Con-
flicts in Northern Nigeria in the Last Two Decades: A Theological, Social, and Political Eval-
uation’, in The International Journal of African Catholicism 2, 2: 27-38  

James, Leslie R., 2011, ‘Naipaul, Religion, and The Masque of Africa: Intersections of Religion 
and Literature in the Postcolony’, in Journal for the Study of Religion 24, 1: 77-98 
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[This essay argues that Naipaul’s fictional and travel writings, and especially his The Masque 
of Africa: Glimpses of African Belief (2010), are important resources for understanding the 
crucial ways in which politics and religion intersect in colonial and postcolonial societies.]  

Jeppie, Shamil, & Souleymane Bachir Diagne (eds.) 2008, The Meanings of Timbuktu. Cape 
Town: HSRC; Dakar: CODESRIA, 416 p., ISBN 13 978-07969-2204-5; table of contents: 
http://www.codesria.org/spip.php?article643  
[In a joint project between South Africa and Mali, a library to preserve more than 200 000 
Arabic and West African manuscripts dating from the 13th to the 19th centuries is currently 
under construction. This volume sketches the ‘meaning’ of Timbuktu within the context of the 
intellectual history of West Africa. Part I provides an introduction to the region; outlines what 
archaeology can tell us of its history, examines the paper and various calligraphic styles used 
in the manuscripts; and explains how ancient institutions of scholarship functioned. Part II be-
gins to analyse what the manuscripts can tell us of African history. Part III offers insight into 
the lives and works of just a few of the many scholars who achieved renown in the region and 
beyond. Part IV provides a glimpse into Timbuktu's libraries and private collections. Part V 
looks at the written legacy of the eastern half of Africa, which is often also ignored.] 

Jeppie, Shamil, Ebrahim Moosa & Richard Roberts (eds.) 2010, Muslim Family Law in Sub-Saha-
ran Africa: Colonial Legacies and Post-Colonial Challenges. Amsterdam: Amsterdam Uni-
versity Press, 388 pp., ISBN-13: 978-9089641724 (hbk), $59 
[Muslim family law in Africa is as resilient today as it was during the first part of the 20th cen-
tury when millions of Africans were subject to French and British colonial administrations. 
And though these administrations have been gone for decades, their legacies continue to haunt 
Islamic legal schools, scholars, and practices in many African nations. In this volume, the 
editors bring together essays that address key questions relating to Islamic law in Africa, do-
cumenting the struggles that Muslims have endured over the years and revealing Islamic law’s 
place within the multicultural nation-states of contemporary Africa.] 

Kalu, Anthonia C., 2012, ‘Women, Narrative Traditions and African Religious Thought’, in Ado-
game, Chitando & Bataye 2012: 95-108 

Kamaara, Eunice, 2010, ‘Towards Christian National Identity in Africa: A Historical Perspective 
to the Challenge of Ethnicity to the Church in Kenya’, in Studies in World Christianity 16, 2: 
126-144 

 [Ethnic conflicts characterise much of Africa today. While Christian values are expected to 
foster national cohesion and identity, more often than not, Christianity has provided a conve-
nient and effective rallying point around which ethnic conflicts are mobilised. This writer 
adopts a historical perspective to interrogate negative ethnicity and the Church in Africa using 
illustrations from Kenya. She challenges the Church to ‘re-route’ its mission for ‘love, justice 
and real humanity lived by Christ and based on him’ (Okolo).] 

Kamau-Goro, Nicholas, 2010, ‘African Culture and the Language of Nationalist Imagination: The 
Reconfiguration of Christianity in Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o’s The River Between and Weep Not 
Child’, in Studies in World Christianity 16, 1: 6-26 

Kamp, Linda van de, 2011, ‘Converting the Spirit Spouse: The Violent Transformation of the Pen-
tecostal Female Body in Maputo, Mozambique’, in Ethnos 76, 4: 510-533 
[This article discusses the forceful transformation of the female body in Brazilian Pentecostal-
ism in urban Mozambique and argues for an understanding of Pentecostal conversion as em-
bodying spiritual warfare. Presenting the case of avenging spirits, such as the spirit spouse, it 
explores how spirits interfere in women's new socio-economic positions and intimate relation-
ships. Pentecostal women learn to stay in control of their body under guidance of the Holy 
Spirit and a ‘violent’ war against the spirit spouse unfolds. The prevalence of ‘violence’ im-
plies that we should critically question a perception of conversion as bringing healing and har-
mony.] 

Kane, Ousmane, 2009, ‘Islamism: What is New, What is Not?; Lessons from West Africa’, in 
African Journal of International Affairs 11, 2: 157-187 
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Kanyandago, Peter, 2011, ‘Religion, Development and Insecurity: Looking for Root Causes in an 
Ambiguous Relationship', in Exchange 40, 3: 235-256 
[The general attitude and appreciation in regard to religion and development, and matters re-
lated to God is a positive one. It is also true that religion in its different forms has contributed 
towards human development. However, it is also true that religion has either directly promot-
ed violence or has indirectly given rise to it. The article sets out to explain what could be the 
root causes of this situation by using a theoretical approach based on Fukuyama. It is argued 
that the dominant religious and developmental systems, which are products of the current 
Western worldview, generally do not give value to what is different from them. This is applied 
to the violence found in The Movement of the Restoration of the Ten Commandments of God, 
which had its base at Kanungu in Uganda. Negation of cultural and religious can be seen as 
one of the root causes of some violence and insecurity in the world without forgetting that 
each society has its own form of violence. If religion and development are to promote security 
they must respect and promote differences and diversity in cultures and nature.] 

Kassilly Barasa, Janet Nasambu, & Kennedy Onkware, 2010, ‘The Influence of Islam on Bukusu 
Indigenous Beliefs and Practices relating to Inheritance, Kenya’, in International Journal of 
Sociology and Anthropology 2, 7 (August 2010): 155–161, full text at:  
http://www.academicjournals.org/IJSA/PDF/pdf2010/August/Barasa%20and%20Onkware.pdf  
[The article examines the influence of Islam on Bukusu indigenous beliefs and practices relat-
ing to inheritance. The persistence of indigenous beliefs and practices among a predominantly 
Christian and Muslim people provoked this research. Thus, the article aims at investigating the 
influence Islam has had on the Bukusu indigenous inheritance beliefs and practices. The 
research findings revealed that the Bukusu indigenous inheritance rules are so entrenched that 
they have not been altered by the islamization of the people. Most Bukusu Muslims still 
practice the indigenous patriarchal inheritance rules. Thus, the Bukusu Muslims practice syn-
cretic Islam, the study recommends that the issue of gender disparity as portrayed in the Bu-
kusu indigenous inheritance beliefs and practices is a thorny issue that should be addressed.] 

Kazembe, Takawira, 2007, ‘Traditional Medicine in Zimbabwe’, in The Rose+Croix Journal 4: 
55-72; PDF at: 
http://www.rosecroixjournal.org/issues/2007/articles/vol4_55_72_kazembe.pdf  

 [The Zimbabwean traditional religion involves a hierarchy of spirit mediums differing in the 
way they practice traditional medicine, as well as in the origin and power of the spirit(s) that 
possess(es) them. The role of the spirit mediums is to service the spiritual and medicinal inter-
ests of people. Training at the different levels of spirit mediums involves rigorous and tedious 
apprenticeship systems, and the mediums are willing to cooperate with other service providers 
if certain conditions are met.]  

Kazembe, Takawira, 2008, ‘Some Cultural Aspects of Traditional Medicine, Traditional Religion 
and Gender in Zimbabwe’, in Rose+Croix Journal 5: 36-49; PDF at:  
http://www.rosecroixjournal.org/issues/2008/papers/vol5_36_49_kazembe.pdf  
[This paper documents the responsibilities of spirit mediums in Zimbabwe and highlights gen-
der balance in the systems. The study also seeks to find out the views of African traditional 
medical practitioners about the way traditional medicine should develop. The government of 
Zimbabwe, like other governments in the Southern African Development Community region, 
supports the development of traditional medicine.]  

Kazembe, Takawira, 2009, ‘The Relationship between God and People in Shona Traditional Re-
ligion’, in The Rose+Croix Journal 6: 51-79, full text at:  
http://www.rosecroixjournal.org/issues/2009/articles/vol6_51_79_kazembe.pdf  
[This study was carried out between 2005 and the last quarter of 2008 covering spirit mediums 
in Mashonaland Central and their clients in Mashonaland Central, Mashonaland East, Manica-
land and Harare Provinces. The clients of leading spirit mediums, maGombwe, are from all 
over the country and across the borders. God and spirits are believed to enjoy such gatherings, 
which demonstrate the oneness of people, spirits, and God.] 
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Kazembe, Takawira, 2010, ‘Shona Traditional Gatherings’, in The Rose+Croix Journal 7: 52; 
PDF at: http://www.rosecroixjournal.org/issues/2010/articles/vol7_83_105_kazembe.pdf  

Kazembe, Takawira, 2011, ‘“Divine Angels” and Vadzimu in Shona Religion, Zimbabwe’, in The 
Rose+Croix Journal 8: 89-98; PDF at:  
http://www.rosecroixjournal.org/issues/2011/articles/vol8_89_98_kazembe.pdf    

Kilonzo, Suzan M., 2011, ‘The Trajectories of Culture, Christianity and Socioeconomic Devel-
opment in Vihiga District, Western Kenya’, in International Journal of Sociology and Anthro-
pology 3, 2 (February 2011): 61-69; full text at: 
http://www.academicjournals.org/IJSA/PDF/pdf2011/Feb/Kilonzo.pdf  
[The paper elaborates on the effects of harmonious existence of diverse culture to develop-
ment as compared to the effects of conflicting cultures. The study was situated in Vihiga dis-
trict of Western Kenya; a district with over 50 Christian denominations, besides other religi-
ous faiths. Only seven churches identified through purposive sampling formed the study 
group. One of the findings of the study was that, the consequences of defying churches’ cul-
tures are manifested in the form of formation of independent movements in Africa commonly 
described as “places to feel at home” where people can practice their cultures without hin-
drances. This is an indicator of Christian diversity which has affected development both posi-
tively and negatively.] 

Kirwin, Matthew, 2009, ‘Popular Perceptions of Shari‘a Law in Nigeria’, in Islam and Christian-
Muslim Relations 20, 2: 137-151  
[After years of brutal authoritarian rule, a window of opportunity opened when Nigeria suc-
cessfully held democratic elections in 1999. The election forced leaders of the Hausa ethnic 
group to relinquish power after nearly twenty years at the helm. In an attempt to demonstrate 
their political power and influence, some states in the northern part of the country implement-
ed Shari’a in the months following the national election that witnessed the victory of Oluse-
gun Obasanjo. Although there have been several works that examine the issue of Shari‘a, such 
studies have not examined the subject taking public opinion data into account. Afrobarometer 
data collected in Nigeria in 2001 and 2007 give unparalleled insight into how Nigerians view 
Shari‘a law and how these views have changed over time.] 

Klinken, Adriaan S. van, 2011, ‘The Ongoing Challenge of HIV and AIDS to African Theology: A 
Review Article’, in Exchange 40, 1: 89-107  
[This article discusses recent publications in the field of African theology and HIV/AIDS. It 
critically examines the progress made by African theologians in the engagement with, and the 
reflection on, issues related to the HIV-epidemic. It notices the emergence of a new strand of 
Africa theology: a (liberation) theology of HIV/AIDS, which builds on and employs the clas-
sic strands of African liberation, inculturation, reconstruction and women’s theology. Some 
challenges for African theological engagement with HIV/AIDS are identified.] 

Kobo, Ousman, 2009, ‘The Development of Wahhabi Reforms in Ghana and Burkina Faso, 1960–
1990: Elective Affinities between Western-Educated Muslims and Islamic Scholars’, in 
Comparative Studies in Society and History 51, 3 (July 2009): 502-532 
[This essay examines the relationship between Western notions of modernity and Wahhabi-
inclined Islamic reform in Ghana and Burkina Faso during the early decades of independence. 
It highlights ways in which Western/secular education facilitated the early diffusion of this 
genre of reform. Over the past decade or so, historians have explored the extent to which the 
appeal of the Wahhabi movement in urban West Africa, toward the end of French and British 
colonialism, can be traced to Muslim attempts to find a middle ground between Western 
‘modernity’ and authentic spiritual purity. I employ comparative, ethnographic, and historical 
analyses to draw attention to the pivotal roles Western-educated urban Muslim professionals 
played in the development of this reform. Despite the active participation of these professio-
nals in transforming the Wahhabi message into urban mass movements, scholars have paid 
scant attention to the factors that drew them to the Wahhabi doctrine in the first instance.] 
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Konadu, Kwasi, 2008, ‘Medicine and Anthropology in Twentieth Century Africa: Akan Medicine 
and Encounters with (Medical) Anthropology’, in African Studies Quarterly 10, 2&3 (Fall 
2008): 45-69; full text at: http://www.africa.ufl.edu/asq/v10/v10i2-3a3.pdf  
[Since the 1920s, there has been a foreground of fluctuating perspectives on indigenous Afri-
can medicine and therapeutics in the medical anthropology of Africa. These circular perspec-
tives in medical anthropology have stubbornly focused on the ubiquity of “witchcraft,” the na-
tural or supernatural basis of African therapeutics, integration between biomedicine and indi-
genous systems of healing, but have failed to excavate African perspectives on or the rele-
vance of these issues in the background of African societies. This essay argues the failure to 
locate African perspectives on therapeutic matters that may or may not be important concerns 
in African societies is the quest for “ethnographic cases” that lend themselves to issues in the 
field of medical anthropology rather than African knowledge and perspectives of the field 
(i.e., Africa). The Bono, an Akan society of central Ghana, provides but one of many signifi-
cant case studies in the encounter between African therapeutics and medical anthropology in 
the twentieth century, and an African perspective on the substance of those foregoing issues in 
the (medical) anthropology of Africa.]  

Kurgat, Sussy Gumo, 2009, ‘The Theology of Inculturation and the African Church’, in Internati-
onal of Sociology and Anthropology 1, 5: 90-98; full text at: 
http://www.academicjournals.org/IJSA/PDF/Pdf2009/September/Kurgat%20pdf.pdf  
[This study examines the demand and relevance of inculturation for cultural development, as-
sesses inculturation message to Africa, determines the role of Small Christian Communities 
and examines the impact of inculturation in African Church. The results of the study indicated 
that for an effective inculturation, facilitation of active local participation motivated and con-
trolled from bottom-up approach through Small Christian Communities has been very crucial 
for a sustainable inculturation process. This approach has led to successful inculturation espe-
cially in areas of liturgy, moral theology, African leadership and the Church-as-family. The 
study recommended that to establish an authentic African Church, there is need to emphasize 
on the role of Small Christian Communities.] 

Kyalo, Paul M., 2011, ‘Quran and Cultural and Legal Challenges Analysis of the Practice of Is-
lamic Law of Marriage and Divorce among the Akamba Muslims in Kitui, Kenya’, in Interna-
tional Journal of Humanities and Social Science (ISSN 2220-8488 [Print], 2221-0989 [On-
line]) 1, 8 (July 2011), full text at:  
http://www.ijhssnet.com/journals/Vol._1_No._8%3b_July_2011/22.pdf  
[This study attempts to establish the extent of the application and practice of the Islamic law 
on marriage and divorce among the Akamba Muslim community. The research seeks to iden-
tify and examine the grounds of divorce in Sharia and the Akamba customary law and investi-
gate why a vast majority Muslims among the Akamba stick to traditional customs and values. 
The study also attempted to show the areas of disagreement between Sharia and the Akamba 
customary law with regard to marriage and divorce. The role played by the Kadhis court in re-
solving marital dispute has also been analyzed.] 

Kyalo, Paul M., 2011, ‘The Future of African Family and Community Analysis on Traditional 
Akamba Marriage: Implications for Christian Marriage’, in International Journal of Humani-
ties and Social Science 1, 21 (December 2011), full text at:  
http://www.ijhssnet.com/journals/Vol_1_No_21_Special_Issue_December_2011/19.pdf  
[The purpose of this paper is to examine the positive aspects in traditional Akamba marriage 
with a view to utilizing them to strengthen Christian marriage; to explore the causes of marital 
instability; and to discover and emphasize the need of premarital instructions involving all the 
stakeholders.] 

Kumar, P. Pratap, 2009, ‘The Hare Krishnas in Durban: Transmitting Religious Ideas in a Modern 
City’, in Nidān: International Journal for the Study of Hinduism [(ISSN 1016-5320) 21: 92-
109 
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Kumar, P. Pratap, 2010, ‘Freedom in the Bhagavad Gîtâ: An Analysis of Buddhi and Sattva Cate-
gories’, in Nidān: International Journal for the Study of Hinduism 22: 69-81 

 [Modern Hindu movements use ‘liberation’ loosely. This paper clarifies this notion in the Gîtâ 
vis a vis its core concepts of Buddhi and Sattva]. 

Kyriakakis, Ioannis, 2012, ‘Traditional African Religion, Cosmology and Christianity’, in Journal 
for the Study of Religions and Ideologies 11, No 32 (2012): 132-154; full text at: 
http://jsri.ro/ojs/index.php/jsri/article/view/617/548  
[The anthropological term ‘cosmology’ is applied in this article to the study of Christianity in 
order to place plural Christian settings in a wider methodological perspective. I draw on the 
findings of my fieldwork in Southwestern Ghana, where I met twelve different Christian de-
nominations and five traditional healers operating in one village. I sketch local Nzema cosmo-
logy and then present its Christian equivalent. My investigation yields three different Christian 
cosmologies, which all exist side by side in this African context. I see pluralism as inherent to 
Christianity itself, rather than as an outcome of cultural encounter between Christianity and 
local pre-Christian religion.] 

Laguda, Danoye Oguntula, 2013, ‘Religious Pluralism and the Secularization in the Nigerian Reli-
gious Sphere', in Adogame, Chitando & Bateye 2013: 25-33 

Macagno, Lorenzo, 2009, ‘The Anthropological Encounter’, in Social Sciences and Missions 22, 
1: 1-8 

Machinga, Mazvita, 2011, ‘Religion, Health, and Healing in the Traditional Shona Culture of Zim-
babwe’, in Practical Matters: A Transdisciplinary Multimedia Journal of Religious Practices 
and Pastoral Theology, issue 4; full text at:  
http://www.practicalmattersjournal.org/issue/4/practicing-matters/religion-health-and-healing-
in-the-traditional-shona-culture-of-zimbabwe  
[This paper discusses the traditional Shona worldview and healing practices.] 

Machinga, Mazvita, 2012, ‘Grassroots Healing and Reconciliation in Zimbabwe: Introducing the 
RECORE Process’, in Practical Matters: A Transdisciplinary Multimedia Journal of Religi-
ous Practices and Pastoral Theology 5 (Spring 2012), full text at:  
http://www.practicalmattersjournal.org/issue/5/practicing-matters/grassroots-healing-and-
reconciliation-in-zimbabwe  
[This paper reflection on RECORE healing and reconciliation activities, implemented at the 
grassroots level in Manicaland Province, Zimbabwe. RECORE activities have ecclesial, spiri-
tual, socio-economic, and political dimensions. They address the survivors’ needs in manifold 
ways. Political violence and conflict fracture society and ruin human life; thus, effective heal-
ing and reconciliation activities blend the transformation of unsafe communities into safer 
communities with attention to individual survivors’ brokenness and needs. ]  

Machingura, Francis, 2010, ‘The Reading & Interpretation of Matthew 18:21-22 in relation to 
Multiple Reconciliations: The Zimbabwean Experience’, in Exchange 39, 4: 331-354 
[This paper explores the implications of Matthew 18:21-22 in relation to reconciliation in the 
face of continual and structural violence in Zimbabwe. This rose as a result of the multiple re-
conciliation undertakings that have been witnessed by the Zimbabweans since the attainment 
of Independence in 1980. This paper argues that healing or any reconciliation without the 
seeking of truth and justice still leaves Zimbabwe a violence-infested country. It also take is-
sue with religious leaders who quote Matthew 18: 21-22; as a precursor for unconditional for-
giveness on the part of the victim when it comes to reconciliation and healing in Zimbabwe.] 

Machingura, Francis, 2011, ‘The Significance of Glossolalia in the Apostolic Faith Mission, Zim-
babwe’, in Studies in World Christianity 17, 1: 12-29 
[This study looks at the meaning and significance of Glossolalia1 in the Apostolic Faith Mis-
sion (AFM) in Zimbabwe. From its restorationist perspective AFM views all non-Pentecostal 
churches as having fallen from God's intentions through compromise and sin. AFM and other 
Pentecostal churches in Zimbabwe exhibit an aggressive assault and intolerance toward cer-
tain aspects of the African culture, which they label as tradition, for example, traditional cus-
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toms, like paying homage to ancestral spirits (Kurova Guva or bringing back the spirit of the 
dead ceremony), and marriage customs (polygamy, kusungira or sanctification of the first 
born ritual).]  

Machingura, Francis, 2012, The Messianic Feeding of the Masses: An Analysis of John 6 in the 
Context of Messianic Leadership in Post-Colonial Zimbabwe. Bamberg: University of Bam-
berg Press, 435 pp., (= Bible in Africa Studies, 8); ISBN 978-3-86309-064-7 (pbk), €21; e-
book, full text at: http://opus4.kobv.de/opus4-bamberg/frontdoor/index/index/docId/343  
[This volume examines how the Zimbabwean president has embraced messianic titles and 
statements ascribed to him for liberating Zimbabwe from her colonial masters and the feeding 
of the people. It makes a comparative and sociological analysis of kingship in ancient tradi-
tions so as to demonstrate how the ‘sacredness’ ascribed to the reign of Mugabe is not uncom-
mon. Mugabe took radical measures to assume the task of a saviour.] 

Magesa, Laurenti, 2010, ‘African Catholicism in the Global Context’, in The International Journal 
of African Catholicism 1, 1: 1-22 

Mamman, Joseph Haruna, 2011, ‘Catholic Dialogue with People of Other Religions’, in The Inter-
national Journal of African Catholicism 2, 2: 12-26 

Mapadimeng, Mokong Simon, 2009, ‘Culture versus Religion: A Theoretical Analysis of the Role 
of Indigenous African Culture of Ubuntu in Social Change and Economic Development in the 
Postapartheid South African Society’, in The Politics and Religion Journal 3, 1 (Spring 2009): 
75-97, at: http://www.politicsandreligionjournal.com/PDF/broj%205/mokong%20simon.pdf  
[This article provides a critical review of perspectives on the links between culture, religion, 
economy and development. While greater attention is drawn to cultural values, some contrast 
between religion and culture is however provided to avoid tendency to confuse both concepts. 
Including religion is also necessary as its values, like cultural values, have social significance. 
Thus understanding their role has bearing on understanding that of cultural values. The central 
purpose of the review is to provide a basis for examining claims about the role of the indigen-
ous African culture of ubuntu in South Africa’s post-apartheid development.] 

Masenya (ngwan’a Mphahlele), Madipoane, 2005, ‘Their Hermeneutics was Strange! Ours is a 
Necessity!: Rereading Vashti as African-South African Women’, in C. Vander Stichele & T. 
Penner (eds.) 2005, Her Master’s Tools?: Feminist and Postcolonial Engagements of Histori-
cal-critical Discourse. Atlanta: SBL, 179−194 

Masenya (ngwan’a Mphahlele), Madipoane, 2005, ‘The Optimism of the Wise in Africa and in Is-
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meeting of the Ndebele speaking people and Christian missionaries prior colonisation. It chal-
lenges previous scholarship informed by the inflexible ‘domination and resistance’ perspec-
tive that had no room for the agency of the African communities involved in colonial encoun-
ters.] 

Ndzovu, Hassan Juma, 2012, ‘The Politicization of Muslim Organizations and the Future of 
Islamic- Oriented Politics in Kenya’, in Islamic Africa 3, 1 (Spring 2012): 25-53 



AASR Bulletin 37 (November 2012) 
www.a-asr.org 

 

65

[This article studies the politicization of Muslim organizations in Kenya, focusing on the 
emergence of the IPK upon the perceived failure of the Supreme Council of Kenyan Muslims 
(SUPKEM), and also the deterioration of the IPK because of ethnic divisions encouraged by 
the government. Due to the lack of a Muslim political party to articulate their grievances, a 
number of organizations were formed to provide Muslims with a platform for engaging in na-
tional politics, thereby increasing the politicization of Islam in the country.] 

Nwoye, Chinwe M.A., 2010, ‘Dominance of the Trappings of African Traditional Religion in “Af-
rica Magic” Movies: A Challenge for Educating the Christian Youth’, in The International 
Journal of African Catholicism 1, 1: 

Nwoye, Chinwe M. A., 2011, ‘Igbo Cultural and Religious Worldview: An Insider’s Perspective’, 
in International Journal of Sociology and Anthropology 3, 9 (September, 2011): 304-317; full 
text at: http://www.academicjournals.org/IJSA/PDF/pdf2011/21Sept/Nwoye.pdf  
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wonder whether ANC has similar misgivings. This paper argues that blaming the secular state 
is spurious on ethical, biblical and theological grounds. The paper argues that McCauley’s 
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groups of the likes of Al-Ittihad, the Islamic Courts Union and currently Al Shabab. The lead-
ers and fighters of these groups relocated to the HOA after the defeat of the Taliban following 
the 2001 US invasion of Afghanistan. The operations of these transnational Islamist groups 
within and across the countries of the Horn pose serious challenges to the region and beyond.]  
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century. This article, essentially written from personal memories and direct conversations with 
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and religious leader, philosopher, traditionalist; this text shows how Amadou Hampâté Bâ be-
came all of these at once, how he lived through the violence and injustice of French colonial-
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full text at: http://www.codesria.org/IMG/pdf/11-_Shoko.pdf  

 [This article reviews select principal literature on traditional religion and medical practices in 
Zimbabwe with a view to demonstrating how this subject has been dealt with through the con-
tributions of scholars in a variety of disciplnes. In so doing it paves the way for phenomenol-
ogy, which is an alternative approach used in this study.] 
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 [After distinguishing between ‘indigeneity’ and ‘hybridity’ as two extreme positions in post-
colonial studies, this article agues that indigeneity’s rigid and essentialist definition of identity 
may promote intolerance and violence. Examples of Hindu and Buddhist religious nationa-
lisms are provided, and their relevance for a critique of monolithic Afrocentric views is postu-
lated. Against these homogenizing tendencies, cultural diversity and cosmopolitan education 
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tory potential. As well as using popular culture to help address the ‘what, why, how, when and 
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where’ questions, the contributors also provide a critical mapping of African sexualities that 
informs readers about the plurality and complexities of African sexualities – desires, practices, 
fantasies, identities, taboos, abuses, violations, stigmas, transgressions and sanctions. At the 
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particularly as it relates to the ways Islamic and Christian identities have been manipulated by 
competing political elites in their struggle for power. It provides a concise but well-informed 
history of the evolution of the religious factor in politics and its adverse implications for Nige-
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which shows how governments and politicians have taken advantage of constitutional loop-
holes and used state resources to foster the politicisation of religion, with serious conse-
quences for society at large.] 
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University, Limuru, organized a workshop on Kadhis Courts in Kenya. Since 1996 to 2010, 
Kenyans have been engaged in important exercise of re-writing their constitution. One conten-
tious aspect of this process was the inclusion of Kadhis Courts (Muslim judges) in the consti-
tution. Some Christian groups have argued that the inclusion of these courts privileges one re-
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 [Sàngó – the Yoruba god of thunder and lightning – is fearful deity who controls the forces of 
nature, but has not received the same attention as other Yoruba orishas. This volume considers 
the spread of polytheistic religious traditions from West Africa, the mythic Sàngó, the histori-
cal Sàngó, and syncretic traditions of Sàngó worship. Readers with an interest in the Yoruba 
and their religious cultures will find a diverse, complex, and comprehensive portrait of Sàngó 
worship in Africa and the African world.]] 
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[This volume opens the BiAS series. Bible in Context is a collection of 9 essays discussing 
how biblical texts are read and interpreted in different contexts. The book discusses such con-
texts as Bible translation, HIV and AIDS, urban feminist Christology, denominationalism, 
conversion in African Christianity, environmental crisis, political conflict, land reform and 
women dress code. It analyses the ways in which context determines the reading processes 
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and interpretations given to specific biblical texts. The book basically demonstrates that bibli-
cal interpretation is influenced by the contexts of the readers and the interpreters.] 
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in sub-Saharan Africa and the rapid growth of charismatic Pentecostal Christianity with its 
emphasis on prosperity. Earlier studies on Pentecostalism have identified its success among 
the poor as a result of its promise of prosperity. Indeed others have viewed this doctrine as an 
impetus for delusion. This paper critically reviews the Pentecostal gospel of prosperity in the 
context of the poverty experienced in sub-Saharan Africa. It discusses the possible contribu-
tion of this doctrine to sustainable development. Over and above a theorization of how this 
gospel can contribute to sustainable development for poverty reduction, the paper also discus-
ses specific cases of how Pentecostal Christianity is contributing to poverty reduction in Zim-
babwe and Botswana, for example.]  
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menical Scene in African Roman Catholicism’, in Exchange 38, 1: 58-83 
[This article exhibits the tension within the Catholic Church between the local and universal 
spheres of the church. If it is not properly balanced up, the pursuit of global vision will dwarf 
grassroots initiatives; thus engendering a dilemma of interests or a split in fidelities, especially 
among young churches like those in Africa. Both global policies and local praxis should mutu-
ally complement each other.]  

Uzukwu, Elochukwu, 2011, ‘The Spiritan Mission to Africa: Clues to Building Appropriate Rela-
tionships with Islam’, in The International Journal of African Catholicism 2, 2: 5-11  
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Farnham, Surrey, England/Burlington, VT, USA: Ashgate, 252 pp., ISBN 978-1-4094-2674-5 
(hbk), $99.95; ISBN 978-1-4094-2675-2 (ebook) 
[From the 1930s, the East African Revival influenced Christian expression in East Central Af-
rica and around the globe. This book analyses influences upon the movement and changes 
wrought by it in Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania and Congo, highlighting its im-
pact on spirituality, political discourse and culture. A variety of scholarly approaches to a 
complex and changing phenomenon are juxtaposed with the narration of personal stories.] 
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Wijsen, Frans, 2011, ‘Religion, Development and Security: A Mission Studies Perspective’, in 
Exchange 40, 3: 274-28 
[This article explores the historical relation between mission studies and development studies, 
and the contributions of mission studies to development studies. The author argues that mis-
sion studies contributes to the debate on religion and development by the conceptual clarifica-
tion of the notions religion and development, and by adding a dialogical methodology that stu-
dies the relation between religion and development from within and from below.]  
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[Identifying the most influential dimension in the construction of national identity poses a 
huge challenge. Keillor et al. (1996) identify four key dimensions as being important in shap-
ing national identity. This article examines these dimensions, namely national heritage, cultu-
ral homogeneity, ethnocentrism and belief structure within the Nigerian context and attempts 
to measure which of these is the most influential. In addition to the historical information con-
tained in existing literature, a survey is carried out to provide an empirical basis for this analy-
sis.] 
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W’Isuka, Paul Kamuha Musolo, 2011, ‘Encountering Pygmy Peoples as a Challenge to Mission in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo’, in Exchange 40, 1: 71-88 
[Encountering Pygmy peoples, the forest dwellers, has been identified as a challenge to mis-
sion in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. In this country, mission encounters efforts tar-
get cities and villages rather than the forests where indigenous Pygmies live. Such a mission is 
the result of the non-Pygmies’ attitude of superiority, prejudice and stigmatization towards in-
digenous Pygmy communities. Missionary encounter should rahter be implemented through a 
humble conversion of non-Pygmy peoples. Conversion is thus a necessary starting point for 
missionary encounter as it involves a two-fold liberation that consists of breaking both the 
prejudices of non-Pygmies towards Pygmy peoples, and the suspicions of Pygmy peoples to-
wards non-Pygmies.] 
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[This article discusses the bodily mass reproduction of divine touch in Ghanaian charismatic 
Pentecostalism and argues for an understanding of conversion as an ongoing bodily process 
that ‘tunes’ the senses to specific sensory experiences. Presenting a case study of the Internati-
onal Central Gospel Church in Accra, it asks how the church's explicit appeal to the body re-
lates to its strong suspicion of bodily mediation and its ideology of conversion as an inner 
transformation of the spirit and only secondarily of the body. It shows that the learning of the 
church doctrine that grounds born-again subjectivity in spontaneous and immediate experi-
ences of being touched by the Holy Spirit goes together with repeated performance and gradu-
al embodiment of sensory and bodily ‘formats’ that evoke such experiences, but also raise 
concerns about their authenticity.] 

Witte, Marleen de, 2012, ‘Television and the Gospel of Entertainment in Ghana’, in Exchange 41, 
2: 144-164 
[This article explores the emergence of new Pentecostal publics at the intersection of media, 
religion, and entertainment in Ghana, raising critical questions concerning the relations be-
tween these domains. It analyses a television ministry by a well-known celebrity pastor and a 
gospel reality show featuring a preaching competition for youth. It also considers the debates 
and concerns such programmes evoke locally. The analysis shows that Pentecostalism’s em-
ployment of popular media and entertainment styles are an effective source of persuasive 
power, but also poses challenges with regard to binding people as committed Christians.]  

Wuaku, Albert Kafui, 2012, ‘Folk Beliefs about Spiritual Power and Hinduism in Ghana’, in Ado-
game, Chitando & Bataye 2012: 239-257 

Zürcher, Lucas, 2007, L’Eglise compromise?: La Fédération des Eglises protestantes de Suisse et 
l’apartheid (1970-1990). Genève: Labor et Fides, 163 pp., ISBN 978-2-8309-1186-2, Euro 
20.00 
[Contre les recommandations d’autres Eglises protestantes nationales qui n’hésitèrent pas à 
dénoncer publiquement le racisme du régime sud-africain et militèrent pour lui imposer des 
sanctions, la FEPS se contenta de proposer ses bons offices et fit profil bas sur les engage-
ments politiques. L’auteur décrit comment une parole forte issue de l’Evangile peut se diluer 
dans la Realpolitik.]  

Zwana, Solmon, 2008, ‘Old Wine in New Wine Skins: Tombstone Unveiling as a Case of Religi-
ous Innovation and Change in Zimbabwean Christianity’, in Journal for the Study of Religion 
21, 1: 37-52 
[Tombstone unveiling is a recent religious innovation among Shona Christians. Whereas the 
mainline churches have been negative towards African indigenous religions, Shona Christians 
have tried to accommodate the two traditions by replacing some Shona traditional religious 
practices with similar Christian rituals as they try to come to grips with modernisation and ur-
banisation. The emergence of tombstone unveiling is evidence of religious change in both 
Christianity and indigenous religions in Zimbabwe.] 

Zwerling, Philip, 2004, ‘The Political Agenda for Theatricalizing Religion in Shango de Ima and 
Sortilege II: Zumbi Returns’, in The Journal of Religion and Theatre 3, 2 (Fall 2004): 303-
316, at: http://www.rtjournal.org/vol_3/no_2/zwerling.html   
[When theatricalizing religious themes there are always questions about which themes are 
highlighted, the author’s intention, and the audience’s reception. Shango de Ima, a Cuban 
play, and Sortilege II, a Brazilian play, both bring the Yoruba religion on stage to recapture a 
cultural heritage and to make a contemporary political point. This paper examines how politi-
cal ends justify dramatic and religious means.] 
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THE AIMS OF THE AASR 

 

The AASR was founded in 1992 for the purpose of promoting the academic 
study of religions in Africa, and the study of the religions of Africa worldwide, 
through the international collaboration of all scholars whose research has a 
bearing on the study of these religions. AASR is a regional affiliate of the In-
ternational Association for the History of Religions (IAHR) since 1995.  

AASR aims to stimulate the academic study of religions of Africa, in parti-
cular in Africa itself but also globally, in the following ways: 

• By providing a forum for multilateral communications between scholars of 
the religions of Africa; 

• By facilitating the exchange of resources and information; 

• By encouraging the development of linkages and research contacts between 
scholars and institutions in Africa, as well as between scholars in Africa 
and those overseas; 

• By developing publishing opportunities particularly for scholars based in 
Africa; 

• By establishing a travel fund to enable scholars to attend academic confe-
rences both in Africa and overseas; 

• By organising conferences in Africa on topics relevant to scholars of the re-
ligions of Africa and panels on the religions of Africa in IAHR and other 
conferences held outside Africa; 

• By publishing a bi-annual AASR Bulletin and maintaining an AASR inter-
net site (http://www.a-asr.org) as major means of communication between 
scholars of the religions of Africa around the world; 

• By maintaining an online directory of scholars in the field of the religions 
of Africa who have joined the AASR at 

 http://www.a-asr.org/index.php?id=252    
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