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Chairperson Jacob Olupona. Urriversiry- of Calilbrni4 l)avis, African-Alrierican and Allican

Studies Progranr, Davis, Califomia, 95616. U. S A

Regional Representatives

West Africa: Dr. Eriday iVl. Mbon Dept of Religious Studies and Philosophv, University of

Calabar. P.M.B i115, Cala.bar. Nigeria, Dr. ChristopherEjisu, Univcrsity of Port Ha:couit, Pon

Harcourt. Nigena

East and Central Africa: Dr. lv{ary Gefii, P O box 52979. Nairobi, Kenya Fax 254' 2-

iz6?J6-

Southern Africa: Dr Abdulkader I. Tayob, Dept of Religious

Studies, Universiry of Cape l.owrL Private Bag'

Rondebosch 7700, South Africa North and South

America: Dr. Rosalind I. J. Hackett, Dept or Religious

Studies, 501 McClung Tower, University of I'ennessee,

Knoxviile, ]N 37996-045C), USA Europe: I)r. Geme ter

Haar, Dept of Social Ssienc€s & Science of Religion,

Katholieke'Iheologtsche L.lniversirert. Heidelbergla'a,r 2,

3584 CS Utlecht, The Netherlands

The editors of the newsletters *'elcome any contributions &nd comrnents Flea.sc submit entrics tt')

Gerrie ter Flaar or .Abdulkader Tayob, or an,y olthe regu-rnal reptesentatives who wiil pass

them on. we worrld prefer, wherever possible, your contributions on computer disk ibrnrat.

F--marJ messages may be senl to TAY0B(@socsci.uct.ac.za. The irrformation supplied irt the

Newsleiter is accurate to the best of our knowledge. We. horvever. do not rake

responsibility for errors and omissions.
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,$EgtAGE FROtlt THE CHAIRPERTON

We are pleased to publish another issue of our newsietter. This issue carrles a

number of items that will be of interest to you. First, ii has a list of lnstitutes, departments

and programs concemed with religion as an acaciemic discipline This is an incomplete

list and we would like to like t0 k"noM of other institutes or programs to include in our

next issue. Another item of interest is the university of Edinburgh's project on Christianity

in Non-Western world sponsored by the Pew Charitable Trusts and chaired by Dr

James cox. You will recall that Dr. Cox played an important role in the founding of this

association. The prolect serves as a model of \,\,t'iat a cooperative venture between

Africans and foreign institutions sl.rould tcok like. I will urge you to take a look at this

project and the publications emanating from the conferences. The third item is Professor

Adrian Hastings article on the Joumal of Religion in Africa. The review contains not only

the history of this impodant journal but also its publication policy Last surnmer Professor

Ulrich Berner, Bayreuth university hosted a meeting of the steering committee of the

Assoctation. ln attendance were David Westerlund'Gerrie ta Haar,Ulrich Berner,

Frieder Ludwig and myself. We deliberated on several matters affeciing the association

including finance an<i publication. lt seems that we have devised a way of holding yeariy

meetings that w€ shall continue untrl such a time when we wiil be financially strollg tc

travel to the continent for such meetings. I seize this opportunity to thank Ulricn and hts

secretary Mrs. Menchen for taking good care of us during our stay in Germany

I went to Nigeria last surnmer and visited some of our Universities Unfortunately' the

strike prevented rne from seeing a good number of our colleagues. However, I noticed

thattheNigerianAssociationforthestudyofReligion(NASR)hasproduceda

significant number o{ books on Religion that should be crf intei"est to ali of us Under the

chairmanship of Professor Deremi Abubakar, the Association obtained dcnations from

the Federal Government of Nigeria with which they produced these publi<ations we
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congratulate NASR for their efforts in keeping the study of Religion alive in Nigeria in

spite of the hardships.

We announce with sadness the death of our colleague and friend Babs tvlala. He was

until his death a Reader in lslamic Studies and had served as the Head of the

Department of Religious Studies. Babs Mala was a delightful person and a valuable

scholar who contributed so much to Muslim-Christian dialogue in Africa. We wiil sureiy

miss him. Our condolences go to his family and our colleagues at the University of

lbadan.

Prof. Jacob Olupona

t"# r#'#
PUBLICATIONE
ln the previous issue of the Newsietter we reported that the Journal of Retigion in Africa

will now be published in cooperation with the MSR. We are thanKul to the editor of

JPuq, professor Adrian Hastings, for providing sorne very useful infonnation about the

joumal in the present issue of our Newsletter. At the time of writing this note (late

September, 1996)thefirsttwovolumesof theAASRbookseries'Religionsof Aft.ica', (1)

'The Study of Religions in Africa: Past, Present and Prospec{s', ed. by Jan G. Platvoet,

James L. Cox and Jacob K, Olupona, and (2) Simeon llesanmi's'Religious Pluralism

and the Nigerian State', have not yet been published. Both will probabiy appear in

November. For the information particularly of new readers of the Newsletter we pubhsh

here ihe foreword to the 'Religions of Africa' series that will appear in the first of these

two volumes.
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pfigh pnorlty \Mas given to publication at the founding of the African Association for the

Study of Religions. One ol the first decisions taken in September 1992 was to form a

publications subcommittee. This committee has launched a book series of flrst-rate

studies on 'Reiigions of Africa'. ln 1995, two editors, Jacob K. Olupona and David

Westerlund, and an editorial advisory board of ten scholars representing various

disciplines and continents, were appointed for a first period of flve years

'Religions of Africa' is open for scholarly contributions on indigenous or traditional

African religions, Chrisiianiiy and Islam, as well as for stuCies on minority religisns such

as Bahalsm, Hinduism and Judaism. Volumes on religions of African origin in other

continents may also be published in it. The series aims at maintaining a wide range of

schoiarly approaches. lt is primarily, but not exclusively, intended for African scholars.

special attempts are also made to encourage and assist young and promising

acadernics The main language is English, but it is possible to include books written in

French too. Volumes in ihe series are published in co-operation with publishers in

various continents. ln addition to supporting scholars in terms of publishing

manuscripts, the AASR ainrs to contribute substantially to the distribution of these books

in Africa. We are delighted to start the Religions of Africa sertes with the presenl

volume, based on Oapers that we!'e presented at the Harare conference of 1992 \rtte

hope that it wiil be followed by many inspiring and important works on the rich religious

heritage of Africa "

David Westerlund & Jecob Olupona, Editors of the AASR series "Religions of Africa'
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'ffiOtAR'HIPs 
OFFERED

The Oserseas flalatrles Study Center, New Haven, Connecticut, U.S.A.

administers the Researctr Enablement Program for the advancement of scholarship in

studies of Christian Mission and World Christianity. Scholars who are engaged in a

research project, can apply for a grant for the 1 997-1 998 academic year.

Applicants must submit a complete application package io be considered for a grant

award. The application package includes:

1. A completed Research Enablement Program application form

2. A cover letter from the applrcant

3. A cuniculum vitae of the applicant

4. A prqect proposal of 1200 words maximum. The proposal should indicate the theme,

purpose and methodology and/or nature of the rt:search program.

5. Lefters of reference from the three scholars with recognized expertise in the

applicant's fleld.

All application materials, including lefters of reference, rnust be received by November

28, 1996 Grant recipients will be notified by March 1, 1997. Researcfr Enablemenl

Program grants awarded in 1997 will be for prqecl to be undertaken during the 1997-

1998 academic year. Grants are awarded directly to individuals and are normally non-

renewable.

Contact address: Geoffrey A. Little, Coordinator Research Enablement Program

Overseas Ministries Study Center, 490 Prospect Street, New Haven, Connectio.rt

06511-2196, U S.A.
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fft" O'se.rseeE finistries $tudy Ceatre aiso administers the Researeh

Advancement Grant program for the advancement of scholarship in sludies of Christian

Mission and Christianity in the non-Westem world. The Religion Program of The Pew

Charitable Trusts invites proposals for large-scale projects that will enhance team

research and publication in studies of Christian Mission and non-Westem Christlanity.

Grants will be made on a competettve basis for two-to three-year collaborative project

that will contribute significantty to the advancement of scholarship on cross-Cultural

rnission and/or the deveiopment of Christianity in the sor.lthern and eastern continent'

grant will range from $50,000 to $100,000 (U S ) per year'

Projects should be direcied by one ore more established scholars, have access to

appropriate research facilities, involve scholars from two or more regions of the world,

and contribute to the intellectual and cross-cultural vitality of the global chrisiian

movement. Proiecits that are interdenominational and interdisciplinary and that elicii

significant eontributions from the non-Western world are particularly welcome Two or

three grants will be awarded at the end of 1997, subiect to the quality of proposals

received and the availability of funds. The deadline for receiving initial proposals is May

1, 1997. Contact Address" Geoffrey A. Little as above'

oppeuheimerAcadersicFellovshipticheme.TheCentreofAfrican
Studies, University of London, invites applications from relatively established South

AfriCan acadenrics, working in the broad field of African studies in the social science and

hunranities, for the JanuarylFebruary-April 1997 Fellowship, sponsored by the Ei'ilest

oppenheimer Memorial Trust, For full details on appllcation please contact the oflice of

the Centre of African Studies. Address: Centr"e of African Studies, University of London'

Schooi of Oriental and African Studies, Thornhaugh Streel, Russel Square' London

WClH OXG
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Anaouacement of Research Fellowhips. Centre for the
Study of Christiaaity in the lfon-Yestera Yorld, Untversit5r
of Edtnburgh"
The Atrican Christianity Project invites applications for Research Fellowships in the

Centre for the Study of Christianity in the Non-Western World, University of Edinburgh,

Scotland. Three fellowships are available for a minimum period of 3 months up to a

maximum of 6 months and can be assumed any time in 1998 so long as the Fellowship

is completed by 31 December 1998

The qualifications for applicants are as follows:

1) The applicant cunently must be a staff member in an African institution (such as a

University, theological college or educational training centre) and be planning to retum

to the institution afier completing the Fellowship,

2) The applicant must be conducting research relevant to Christianity in Afnca;

3) The applicant should be at a stage in the research that the time in Edinburgh can be

used largely for the writing-up or completion of the research project

The African Christianity Prqect pays retum air fare from the Fellov/s home country and

provides an honorarium of 8725 per month while the candidate is resident in Edinburgh

up to a maximum of six months The Fellow is responsible for paying for his/her own

accommodation out of the monthly honorarium, but the Project is wiliing to help the

candidate flnd a suitable and affordabte living situation in Edinburgh. The Fellowship

does not include support for any member of the candidate's family.

Those interested in appiying should send a current curriculum vitae, a two page

summary of the research topic to be completed in Edinburgh, a statement of the dates in

1998 in which the Fellowship will be assumed, and a letter of support from the relevant

Departrnent within the candidate's home institution to: Dr James Cox, Coordinator,

African Christianity Proled, CSCN\ A/V, University of Edinburgh, Ner,v College, Mound

Place, EDINBURGH EHI 2LX, Scotland, UK. Application Deadline: 15 July 1997
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NEIV' UPDATE

The South Africen Academy of Religion and the Ansociation for

the Study of Religlorra (Southera Africef heldajointconferenceatthe

University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, in June 1996. The iheme of the Conference

was Religion and Society, and attracted a large number of scholars. Plenary and

parallel sessions discussed issues, ranging from the future of black theology to reltgious

fundamentalism in Africa.

The Interact Rerearch Gentre, Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham, U'K, has

clranged its name into GESNERM, aoonyn for the centre for the study of New

Religious Movements. The section on Africa of the Centre's Turner Collection on

Microfiche, unavailable for about a year has now been replaced 'with inierest'. lt

includes an update; there are now 520 fiche's in place of the 360 of the previous

collection. Neariy all the old material is there but many items have been added gathered

frorn more recent controversies and discussions, from material sent by conespondents

and from the proceedings of conferences in Africa. Also more of the items that are not in

English have been translated.

Eorue Pager for your lateregt
I have received the address of the home-page constructed by the Department of

Religious studies, University of Natal, south Africa. Tell me lvhat you think of it, and

inform me of other interesting homepages.For now, try

llgttylilg:ga{y!l!_ glglmentsrRelis io_us*Stud ies/qgg,htp

CAlf,P, the Cooperatlve Africaca flcroform ProJect, is a

cooperative based around the US Centre for Research Libraries to promote the

preservation of publications and archives on and from Africa and to make these
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materials available in microform to researchers. To this end CAMP acquires expensive

microform sets and authorises original filming of unique research materials in North

America, Africa and Europe. Matarials collected in microform include: selected

newspapers, journals, govemment publications, personal and corporate arcfrives,

personal papers of scholars. govemment leaders and joumalists, writings in European

and African languages. General information can be obtained from CAMP's World Wide

Web home page (http:/Ammrcrl. uch icago. edulcrlhp. html).

The first Ghaaa Interaetlonal Boot trafu (G|BF) wiil be held at the

intemational Trade Fair Centre, Accra, from 6 to 12 November, 1996. The theme is.

'Books- essential tools for development'. For application en further information: The

Diredor-General, Ghana Trade Fair Authority, P.O. Box 111, Trade Fair Centre, Accra,

WestAfrica.

FFffF
Afrlcaa Bookr Cellective is a ma.ior new self-help initiative by a group of

African publishers to promote their books in Europe. North America, and in

Commonwealth countries outside Africa tt is owned by its founding member publishers,

is registered as e UK company limited by guarantee, and is govemed by a Council of

Management which is constituted on a broad regional basis and comprising elected

representatives from East, West and Central/Southern Africa. African Books Colleclive

is a donor organization supported and non-profit making on its own behalf and, because
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of ttlisjs in a position to offer its member publishers more favourable terms than those

normally available under conventional commercial distribution agreements

African Books Collective provides centralized billing and shipping from one service

point, and a wide range of joint catalogues and other promotional material is being

issued. For the time being, African Books Collective stocks only English-language

material, w6h an emphasis on scholarly and academic books, creative writing by African

authors and critical \Morks on African literature; ohildren's books and certain genreal

interest tiiles are also stocked. Titles stocked are for the most part new and recently

published, but a iimited range of pre-1988 backlists are also available. For more

information: African Books Collective, The Jam Factory, 27 Park End Street, Oxford

OX1 1HU, U.K., tel :44-(0)965-726686.

mmmm
ffivv{&
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The Afrlcan Chrlctta.utty ProJect. The African Christianity Project.

located in the Centre for the Study of Christianity in the Non-Westem World in the

Universig of Edinburgh, rs norvv in its second phase under a renewed grant from The

Pew Charitable Trusts in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Project, which is co-ordinated

in Edinburgh by Dr James Cox, is linked with the Departments of Theology and/or

Religious Studies in the Universities of Siena Leone, Malawi, Zimbabwe and Botswana

and with the Akrofi-Christaller Centre for Applied Theoiogy and Mission Research in

Akopong, Ghana. ln addition, the Projecl cooperates in various aspects of its

programmes with the University Twinning Project (UNITWIN) of Ukecht University and

through it with the Department of Religion and Theology in the University of Nanribia

and with the Centre of African Studies in Eduardo Mondlane University in Maputo,

Mozambique

The Projecl has creaied an lntematronai Committee comprised of representatives from

all of the linked institutions (including the UNITWIN network). The first meeting, held in

Gaborone, Botswana in late March of this year, elecled Dr Leslie Shyllon of the

University of Siena Leone as Chair until April 1997. He will be succeeded for the nerl

year by Dr Obed Kealotswe of the University of Boiswana.

At the meeting of the lntemational Committee, it was decided to hold h,vo regional

conferences on the theme. 'Christian Engagemeni with African Cultural Dynamics.

Religious, Political and Societal Challenges'. The first conference will be held at Fourah

Bay College, University of Sierra Leone, i"om 4-7 Apil 1997. The second regional

conference will be held at the University of Botswana from 14-17 April 1998. Each link

institution wiil hoid seminars on the theme in preparation for the conferences. lt is
hoped that publications will come from each of the ccnferences.

Iwo publicaticns from ccnferences held under the prior grant are due shortly. The Role

of Christianity in Peace, Development and Reconstruclion: Southern African
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@m the Malawi Conference of December 1993, will appear

in September 1996 under publication by the All African Conference of Churches in

Nairobi. ItrJfief .Pgpei:lrom June 1994, published bv Cardff -Acaderyic freqs

under the tifle Focus, o1 Rit9ls 9f fa-sqage. The lnteraction betweex _chri{ian a1!

Afrlc1 T13litional Religions, will be available in Odober 1997'

Another aspec,t of the Project approved at the lntemational Committee was the

Research Feilowship Programme Six Fellowships will be awarded for scholars to come

to Edinburgh for a period from three to six months. ln addition, the link institutions can

sponsor one Fellow from their respective Departments for a maximum of six months in

another African institution. The first to take up one of these Fellowships is Dr Hilary

Mijoga of the university of Malanvi, wtro will be resident in the Departmeni of Theoiogy in

ihe University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, through February 1997'

The Bibliographic and Resource sharing portion of the Prolect, under the direction of

Mrs Elizabeth Leitch, has produced a cumulative bibliography listing materials on

African Christianity held in the Centre in Edinburgh, in various locaiions throughout

Malawi, at Fourah Bay College in Siena Leone, and in the Akrofi-Christalier Cenlre in

Ghana. The university of zimbabwe is now beginning work on adding lts holdings to

the bibliograPhY.

The next phase is to inclucle unpublished and archival materials in ihe biblioEraphy

The Department of Theology and Religious studies in the university of Malawr has hired

a librarian to help in cataloguing importani unpubltshed materiais. Mrs Leitch has

visited Ghana to assist in the sarne work there. ln addition, while in Ghana, Mrs Leitch

used a scanner to piace archival materials onto cornputer fiies. lt is hoped that at the

end sf the Projeci a cD Rom will have been produceci with a ftlli bibliography anrJ

another with selected archival materials from certarn of the iink institutions.
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The African Christianity Project will come to a conclusion at the end of 1998, but it is

hoped that the link institutions will be able to produce grant proposals which may carry

fonrard some aspec{s of the Project beyond the period covered by this grant.

xil{F:{r.:{*l{I.}
wxTWTW

.l-SI
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PEOPLE ON THE ITOVE

Peul Isaak of the Departmen! ofjglglgn

:"1lg9q at the Universitv of Namibia' ts a

Visiting lntemational Scholar for the 1996-1997

academic year at Wartburg Theological

Seminary, Dubuque, lowa, USA. He will rejoin

the Department in Namibia towards the end of

June '1997. His courses at Wartburg will include:

The Church and Social Change in Southem

Africa, African Theology and Anthropology, and

Religion, Mission and Ecumenism in a secular

world. Address: Wartburg Theological Seminary,

333 Wartburg Place, Dubuque, lowa 52003-7797, U.S.A.

Dr lrabel Phirf, from the Department of Religious Studies at the University of

Malawi, has joined the Department of Religion and Theology at the University of

Namibia. She will be responsible for courses in African Religion, Theology and Gender,

and World's Religious Traditions.

Dt. Gerrle tet Eaar will be on study leave during the lasi three rnonths of i996,

She will be back in the ofiice from January 1997 onwards.

ffiffiffi@@@
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PUBLI(ATION'

Scripture, lntemational Joumal of Bib,le, Religion and Theology in Southem Africa,

1996,:'1, nr. 5+6, is a special edition about Religion in West Africa: Christianiiy, lslam

and Traditional Religion in relation to colonial and post-colonial history, by Peter Clarke.

Peter Clarke, King's College. London is visiting professor at Stellenbosch University,

South Africa, Department of Religion. He published the following articles in $criptura.

Chrisiianity and Nation Building in Wesi Africa. p, 1-14.

The lslamic millenarian tradition in West Africa with special reference to Nigeria: aims

ancj impact p.15-39.

The response to prophecy: an African case siudy. p,4147

Christian relations with lslam and African Tradiiional Religions in West Africa. p. 69-78

$, .Reviqte d_" Ciespit!_ de las Re$gfg1e1 is the new journal

published by the lnstituto Universrtano de Ciencias de las Religiones, Universidad

Compiutense of Madrid. Subjects to be pubiished are in the field of sociology,

anthropology, psychology and phenomenology of religion, history of religions, literature

and i'eligious fine arts and religiol.rs thought.The Review wli pay special attention to

papers on sub,iects about religious phenonema in Sparn, particulary on Judaisrn,

Christianity and lslam through the ceniuries. Please send your contributions to: Juan

Antonia Aivarez-Pedrosa, Secretario de 'llu, Revista de Crencias de las Religiones'.
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Departamento de Filologia Griega y Linguistica lndoeuropea, Facultad de Filologia, A-

327, 28040 Madrid, Spain

CD-ROU Blaek Studler on IXrc has appeared. Black Studies on Drsc is a

library catalogue of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, the New York

Public Library and GK Hall's lndex to Black Periodicals on CD-ROM. Black Studies on

Disc is distributed by GK Hall Products in the UK: Thompson Henry, London Road.

Sunningdale, Berkshire, SL5 OEP. Fax'. A134 26120.

Studles in World Chrbttadt5r (Editor: Professor James Mackey) is a new

joumal bom of the conviction that for every branch of Christian theology (biblical,

historical, systematic, pastoral), and for a discipline of religious studies largely created in

the Christian or post-Christian West, new challenges are emerging from a changing

world. The joumal welcomes articles from those who can envisage a creative response

to emergent challengeslopportunities from Christians in the Two-Thirds World inter-

religion encounters and in the political economy.

Emergent challenges in these three areas are being met with imagination in different

places aiready; the joumal provides a forum for their mutual information and enrichment.

The joumal is edited from the Faculty of Divinity at the University of Edinburgh Send for

Order forms and enquiries to :

Joumals Marketing Department

Edinburgh University Press Ltd

22 George Square

Edinburgh EHB gLF

mmmmmmmmmffi
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BOOT' AND ARTTLE'
Baldick, Julian. 8/ack God. The Afroasiatic Roofs of the Jewtsh, Chnstian and Muslim

Religions. Tauris, 1996. ISBN: 1{6064-123-7.

Browne, Herman 8", Theological Anthrcpology. A dialdic study of the Afncan and

Liberation Traditions. Lcndon: Avon Books, 1996. ISBN: 1€6033.233 1

Burke, T. Patrick. The Mapr Reltgions, An introduction wrfh fexfs Biaclnvell Publishers,

Oxford, 1 996. ISBN: 1 -55786-71 5-1.

Cheza, Maurice (ed), te Synde Atricain. Histoire ef fexfes. Paris: Ed. karthala, 1995.

rsBN 2€6537€48€ 1995.

Clarke, Peter B. Mahdism in West Afica. The ljebu Mahdiyya Movement. London:

Luzac Oriental, 1995.

Cox, James L. 'Ancestors, the sacred and God. reflections on the meaning ofthe sacred

in Zimbabwean death rituals', Religian,25, 4 1995.339355.

'The ciassification "Primal Religions" as a non-empirical, Christian

theological constr.-ct', Siudrbs in World Chistianity: The Edinburgh Review af Thalogy

and Religion,2,1, i996: 55-76.

Eide, O.M. Revolution anC Religion in Ethiapia. A study af Church and Palitics with

speciat rcferenx to the Ethiopian Evangeltcal Church Mekane Yesus, 1974-1985.

Uppsata Universitet. 1 996. ISBN 91 €5424-46-3.
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Hansson, Gurli. Mwana Ndi Mai, Towad an undeslanding of prcparation for

motherhoad and child care in the transitional Mberengwa Astict, Zmbabwe. Doct. diss ,

Uppsala, Sweden, 1996. ISBN 91€5424 45-5.

Langrorthy, Harry. "Afica {or the African": The life of Joseph Boofh. Kachere

Monographs Series. Zomba, Malari, 1996.

Maimela, Simon S.( ed.). Cufturc, Reltgion and ltberation Nairobi: MCC. African

Challenges Series.

Mana, K5. Wederaufbau Afikas und Chistentum. Afikanixhe Theologie f[ir eine Zeit

der Krise. Luzern: Edition Exodus, 1996. ISBN 3-90557741-1 .

Matibag, Eugenio. Afro-Cuban Religious Expriene. Cuftural Reflections in Nanative.

loam, USA: University Press of Florida, 1996. ISBN 0€130-1431-X.

McCloud, Aminah Beverly, Afican Ameican lslam. New York & London, Routledge

Press, 1995. ISBN: 0415-90785-3.

Mungazi, Dickson A., ei al. lstam in Africa. Prowdings of lhe lslam in Afnca

Conferene. Spectrurn Books, 1993. ISBN: 9782461237.

Mungazi, Dickson A., Gatheing under the Mango Trce. Values in Traditional Culture in

Afnba. New York Arnerican University Studies. ISBN 0€204-2336-X, 1996.

Ncozana, S.S. Sangaya. A leader in the Blantyre Synod, Church af Central Africa

Presbytenan. Kachere Text Series, Zomba, Malawi.
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Ross, Andrew c. Blantyre Mission and the Making of Madern Malawi. Kachere

Monographs Series, Zomba, Malawi

Ross, KR. Gospei Ferment in Malawi: Theolqical Essays Kachere Book Series,

Zomba, Malawi.

Sindima, Harvey J. Afia's Agenda. The lqacy of liberatism and aloniatism rn fhe cnsrs

of Africa Values. New York Greenwood Press. 1995.

Tedla, Elleni. Sankofa. African Thought and Educatian New york: studies in African

and African-American Culture, 1995. ISBN: 0{i2C/-2526-A.

Theron, stephen. Africa, Philosophy and the western Tradition. An essay in se/f-

unde$anding. FranHurt am Main, 1995. ISBN 3431-4851 1-1 .

FO(Ut
The Joumal cf Religion in Africa

Prof. Adrian Hastings.

The Journal of Religion in Africa (published by Brill) was foundecl by Andrew walls in

1 967 lt began with three issues a year, 240 pages in all. I took over the editorship from

Andrew in mid-1985. By 1987 we were able to move to a total of 288 pages, in 1991 to

four issues a year and in 1995 to 448 pages. The amount of good material coming in

enables us to fill this extra space without difficulty and we may decide on further

enlargement in the future.
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The basic reason for growth is clear enough: lve are the only joumal in the world

combining a genuinely intemational status and specialisation in this, very considerable,

field. The JRA has become in consequence an absoluteiy essential tool of work.

Nevertheless when one remembers that we are continually concerned with three major

religious traditions - Aftica's own non-literate traditional belief systems, Christianity and

lslam - with historical, anthropological and sociological methods together with an

attempt to review all relevant new literature (not only in English), then one may conclude

that 448 pages is still loo iimited a space.

It has been my policy to produce wherever possible focused issues rather than

randomly constructed ones, but the focus has been more deliberately planned in

advance in some cases than others: issues on Literature (February 1989), Hymns (June

1990), Victor Tumer (May 1994), Art and Religion (November 1994), the Sudan

(February 1992) and Ethiopia (August 1992) represent the more carefully planned end

of the spectrum.

We are open to a great variety of lengths and methodologies, oflen printing articles

considerably longer than most comparable joumals would accept. lt seems to me that

important work often requires fairly rapid publication when it is less in size than a book

but more than the customary 2O-page article. The central section of an outstanding PhD

thesis can be an example. This enables the core of a piece of research likely otheruise

to remain unpublished to see the light, and quite quickly. But shorter pieces are perfectly

acceptable too. Methodologically it seems important not to be constrained by the

orthodoxies of any one school - so long as the presentation is widely intelligibie. The

Journal wants to be a forum for sophisticated and wide-ranging theoretical discussron,

such as Luc de Heusch's Malinowski leqlyre on 'Myth and Reality' (October 1988), or

the 9r{9gle [Y!en Richard {eg"t and James Femandez on tle Body in B*!
(Fe_q!fg__1_999). But the publication of interesting primary texts (includlng where

possible the African language original), such as W A Hart's 'A West African Masquerade

in 1815' (May 1993) or Donald Mackay's and Daniel Ntoni-Nzinga's 'Kimbangu's

lnterlocutor: Nyuvudi's Nsamu Miangunza'(August 1993) are no less welcome. What is
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essential is that everything accepted by the Joumal is, in some way, a fresh contribution

to our subiecl.

The frontier wiih theology is a dfficult one to delineate. fhe Journal is not one of

theology and we regularly turn down articies whose interest is primarily theological,

including the extended comparison between biblic€l and African religions. While

theology is part of African religton, the more clearly theological, or biblically-based, an

article is, the more likely I am to suggest it be sent elsewhere,

Circulation is uneven. Very few copies go outside Africa itself, North America, Westem

Europe and Japan. Neither Russia nor Portugal takes a single copy. and Australia only

one, ln Africa, sad to say, only six reach Nigeria. and not one gets to Cameroon, the

Congo, Togo or Benin. We are in this simply part of Africa's book famine. The role of the

Joumal is obviously severely damaged by limitations in its African circulaiion, just as it is

by its too small number of African contributors. An extended index of the firsi 26 volumes

is now being prepared. When published, it will provide a major research tocl for the

subject.

Finally, a word about our companion monograph series: Studies of Reiigion in Airica.

The first volume, H W Mobtey, The Ghanaian's lmage of the Missionary, was published

by Brill in 1970 When in 1992, we published Dreaming, Religion and $ociety, edited by

M C Jedrej and Rosalind Shaw, it was still only the sevenih rn ihe series: iess than one

book every three years. I ihen came io the conciusion that there was no point in

continuing the series {.lnless its profile was greatiy raised. This Brill agreed to do Since

1994 nine volumes have appeared, the latest being Dr Obqlg'. study of Asanie

->-Cg!rem and Dr Farghels Origins of ihe New Churches Movernent in Southern

Ethiopia 1927-1944. Other volumes are on the way. I hope that the series can develop

with wide support as a rnainstay for the study of African reiigion.

The Joumal endeavours to be, to quote the February 1995 editorial, 'a central joumal of

reference..,opentoafull rangeofviewpoints.".atiheserviceoftheintemational

scholarly community for the study at the highest level of expertise, historical,

No.6 Octoher 1996



Page No. 2l

sociological and theoretical, of the religions of Africa'. That is the intention. lts

achievement, however, depends upon the imaginative cooperation of a network of

scholarly communities - a cooperation whictr will nor, I hope, be enhanced by the

suppori of the 4!r1gg39-q9__qlqtion lqr,!!e Slu.dy of Rqligions, t|1:f9!1ghlqi9. comryltt€e -

Professors o]yegta, n?*gtt and WesterlgSd - 1rq l9y-rytr1{-1tr-Joumal's
Ediiorial Advisory Board. O8{9-96.

ADDRE 
'ENS|TUTE'

OF AFBI(AN

RETATED TO

THE 
'TUDY 

OF BELICION'.

La Voix de St. Gall, Grand S6minaire de Saint Gall-
Ouidah, B.P. 15, Ouidah,
BENIN

Department of Theology and Religious Studies,

University of Botswana, P.B. 0022, Gaborone,
BOTSWANA

Ecoute, Afrique, Associat. Th6ologique SaintAugustin,B.P.312, Bobo-Dioulasso,
BURKINA FASO

Au Coeur de l'Afrique, Secr6tariat de l'Episcopat du Burundi, B.P. '1390, Bujumbura,

BURUNDI

Bulletin Bimestriel d'lnformation de la Faq.rlt6 de Theologie Protestante de Yaound6,

B.P. 4011, Yaound6, CAMEROUN

Aube Nouvelle Ecole Th6ologique Saint-Cyprien, B.P. 11078, Yaound6, CAI\4EROUN

Revue de I'lnstitut Catholique de I'Afrique de I'Ouest, 08 B.P^ 22, Abidjan, COTE

D'IVOIRE

Department of Religious Studies, University of Cape Coast, GHANA
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Akrofi€hrisialler Centre, P.O. Box 76, Akropong-Akuapen. GHANA

Newsletter Tamale lnstitute of Crosscultural Studies (T |.C.C.S.), P.O. Box 1012,
Tamale, GHANA . : -i i

+"'o rd.'(r*'a''rLJ i4ab*i Gu-i
DepartmentbT|-"lgfgg:g$gt, P o. Box 66, University of Ghana. Legon- Accra,
GHANA

- ):2 The Catholic University of Eastem Africa, P.O Box 4002, Eldoret , KENYA

-,, AFER African Ec,clesial Review, AMECEA Gaba Publications, P O. Box 4002, Eldoret,
KENYA

.- --ti East Africa Joumal of Evangelical Theology, P.O. Box 62157, Nairobi, KENYA

- / Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology, P.O Box 24686, Nairobi,, 
KENYA

.,, Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, University of Nairobi,
P.O. Box 30197, Nairobi, KENYA

- l. ' Christian Leaming Material Centre, P,O. Box 24M5. Karen, Nairobi , KENYA

. -- Africa, Joumal of Evangelical Theology; c/o Scott Theologrcal College,
P O Box49, Machakos, KENYA

+*? Afirican Challenge, Al! African Conferenc* of Churches, P.O.Box 14205 Nairobi,
KENYA

*7 BICAM (Catholic Biblical Centre for Africa and Madagascar), F.O. Box 24215,|\aren,
Nairobi, KENYA

Biblical Pastoral Bulletin {BICAM), P.0. Box 24215, Karen, Nair"obi, KENYA

Department of Religious Studies. Kenyatta University, P.O. Box 43844, Nairobi, KENYA

=:/) C.U.E.A. African Cirrisiian Siudies. Journa! of the Catholic University of Easiern Africa,
P.O. Box 242A5,Karen, Nairobi, KENYA

.-- ) l-iekima Review. icumal of Hekima Cotlege, The .}esuit $choai of Theolcgy, P.O Box
2'121 5, Nairohi, l{EhlYA
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Department of Theology and Religious Studies, National University of Lesotho, P O.
Roma, LESOTHO

Aspects du Christianisme a Madagascar. Secr6tariat de I'ACM; lnstitut Supt6rieur de
Theologie, B.P. 6026, 101 Antananarivo, MADAGASCAR

ATISCA, Bulletin:The teaching of Church History and Ministerial Formation in Africa,
P.O Box 280, Zomba, MALAWI

Department of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Malawi, P O. Box 280,
Zomba, MALAWI

Universidade Eduardo Mondlane; Centro de Estudos Africanos, C.P 1993, Maputo,

MOZAMBIQUE

Department of Religion and Theology, P.B. 1 3.301 Windhoek, NAMIBIA

Paulinum Theological Seminary, P O. Box 1005, Karibib SO00, NAMIBIA

Department of Religion, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Anambra State, NIGERIA

Oepartment of Religious Studies, University of lbadan, lbadan, NIGERIA

Orita (Journal), Department of Religious Studies, University of lbadan, lbadan, NIGERIA

Department of Religious Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University, llem lfe, NIGERIA

Departmeni of Religions, Unrversity of llorin, llorin, NIGERIA

Deparlment of Religious Studies, University of Jos, NIGERIA

Department of Arabic and lslamic Studies, University of lbadan, lbadan, N|GERIA

Department of lslamic and Arabic Studies, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, NIGERIA

Departrnent of Religion and Philosophy, University of Calabar, P.M.B. 1 1 15, Calabar,
NIGERIA

African Journal of Eiblical Studies; Nigerian Association of Eiblical Studies, Uni'rersity of
lbadan, Ibadan, NIGERIA

Bigard Theological Studies; Bigard Memorial Seminary Theological Faculty,

P.O. Box 327, Enugu, NIGERIA
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TCNN Research Bulletin; Theological College of Northem Nigeria, P.O, Box 64,
Bukuru, Plateau State, NIGERIA

The Nigerian Joumal of Theology Spiritan lntemational School of Theoiogy, {S.l.S.T.),
P.O. Box 9696, Enugu, NIGERIA

Bulletin of Eu.rmenical Theology; Spintan lntemational School of Theology, (S.l.S.T.)
P.O. Box 9696, Enugu, NIGERIA

Bodija Journal, Seminary of Saini Peter and Paul, P.O. Box 5171, lbadan, NIGERIA

JOS Studies, SL Augustine's Malor Seminary, P.O Box 182, Jos, NIGERIA

Centre for Applied Religion and Education 11, Agbegbanla Layout, P.O. Box 9270.
lbadan, NIGERIA

Joumal of lnculturation Theology, Faculty of Theology, Catholic lnstitute for West Africa
(CIWA), P.O. Box 499, Port Harcourt. NIGERIA

lnstitute for Contextual Theology, P. O, Box 32C47 , Braamfontein 201 7, Johannesburg,
SOUTH AFRICA

Faculty of Theology, Universrty of the Western Cape, P B. X17, Belivilie 7530,
SOUTH AFRICA

Journal of Biack Theology P.Q, Box 287, 0008 Atteridgeville, SOUTH AFRICA

Department of Religion, University of Stellenbosch, P.B X1, Matieland 7602, SOUTH
AFRICA

Scriptura; lnternational Joumal of Bible, Religion and Theology in South Afnca,
Private Bag X1, Matieland 7602, SOUTH AFRICA

Department of Religious Studies, University of South Africa, P.O Box 392, 0001
Pretoria, SOUTH AFR|CA

lslamic Studies. Depa(ment of Semitic Studies, University of South Africa, P.O. Box
392, 0001 Pretoria, SOUTH AFRICA

Centre for Arabic and lslamic $tudies, University of South Africa, P.O. Box 392, 0001
Pretoria. SOUTH AFRICA
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Department of Religious Studies, University of Natal, P.O. Box 375, Pietermaritzburg,
3200, SOUTH AFRICA

Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, P.B. X 1106, Sovenga 0727, SOUTH
AFRICA

Joumal for the Study of Religion, Private Bag X01, Scottsvilie, Pietermaritzburg, 3209,

SOUTH AFRICA

Faculty of Theology, University of Zululand, P.B X-1, Kwa Dlangeaiva 3886,

SOUTH AFRICA

BCT; Bulletin for Contextual Theology in S.A. & Afr.; School of Theology, Private Bag

X01, Scottsville 3209, SOUTH AFRICA

Department of Historical and Contextual Theology, University of Fort Hare,

P.B. X 1314, Alice, Eastem Cape , SOUTH AFRICA

Department of Religious Studies, Unrversity of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7700, Cape,

SOUTH AFRICA

Research lnstitute of Christianity in South Africa, Department of Religious Studies,

University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7700, Cape, SOUTH AFRICA.

Institute of Comparative Religions in South Africa, Department of Religious Studies,

University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7700, Cape, SOUTH AFRICA

Centre for Contemporary lslam, Department of Reiigious Studies, University of Cape

Town, Rondebosch 7700, Cape, SOUTH AFRICA

Joumat of Theoiogy for Southern Africa; Department of Reiigious Studies, University of

Cape Town, Rondebosch 77AQ, Cape,SOUTH AFRICA

Missonalia, 31 , 14th Street Menlo Part, 008'1 Pretoria, SOUTH AFRICA

Department of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Swaziland, Private Bag 4,

Kwaltrseni, SWMILAND

- > Africa Theological Joumal, ALICE, P.O Box 314, Arusha, TANZANIA

Africa Theological Journal, Faculty of the Lutheran Theological College Makurnira,
' P.O. Box 55, Usa River, TANZANIA
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Joumai of Africa Religion and Philosophy, P.O. Box'16144, Wandegeya, Kampala.
' -r ucANDA

,,:-- Department of Religious Studies and Pnilosophy, Makarere University,
' P.O. Box 7062, KamPala, UGANDA

Bulletin de Theologie Africaine, 8.P 823. Kinshasa Xl, ZAIRE

Telema, Avenue P. Boka 7-9 B.P. 3724, Kinshasa-Gombe, ZAIRE

Bulletin d'information de l'universitd protestante au Zaire, g.P. 4745, Kinshasa-2, ZAIRE

Cahiers des Religions Africaine (C.E.R.A.), B P 712, Kinshasa/Limete, ZAIRE

Revue Africaine de Theoiogre, Facult6s Catholiqr"res de Kinshasa, B.P. 1534

Kinshasa/Limete, ZAIRE

Department of Reiigious Studies, University of Zambia, P.O. Box 32379, Lusaka,

ZAMBIA

Reformed Theological College, P.O BoX 310.199, Lusaka, ZAMBIA

Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, P.O. Box 21493, Kitwe, ZAMBIA

Department of Religious Studies, University of Zimbabwe Mount Pleasure
P"O. Box MP 167, liarare, ZIMBABWE

Crossroads, Box CY 2?2C,Harare, ZIMBAtsWE

Remember to send your
contributions

to the Etlltorc or your
Reglonal Representatives
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