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Background:

The narrow emphasis of modern thought on the scientific method in academic inquiry as that which is
guantitative and generating rationally quantifiable data and results, has always been philosophically
debated in the academy. The consequence of this narrow definition of academic enquiry is the
questioning of the scientific nature of the arts and the trivialization of its place within the walls of the
modern academy and its relevance for the modern society on its forward match to ‘progress’. This is
because values, belief systems and the meanings and explanations that societies and peoples give to
existential situations tend to be trivialized within modern intelligibility. This, indeed, also has
implications for the funding of research and study of the arts, especially in the public university,
where the use of state funds are contingent on economic cost-benefit analyses which require the direct
fiscal benefits of research and its policy implications for quantitative model of development. The
challenges that this emphasis on scientific rationality posed to the arts, if they would be regarded as
science or scientific enough and correspondingly justify their place in the modern academy, are the re-
casting of research and study of the disciplines in the arts in the scientific mode, with an emphasis on
the quantitative method. The post-modern turn in contemporary academy and society has evoked a
new culture of thought and a return to the place of values, meanings and cultural symbols in our
understanding of reality, the place of humans in the world and the kind of future and society we want.
This turn questions the all-encompassing nature of the modernist ethic and the culture of rationality,
verification and falsification as enduring hallmarks of knowledge production and determination of
truth (science).

With an emphasis on unpacking and interrogating the concept of “postmodernity” and/or the “post-
modern turn” and its implication for research and study of the arts, we welcome abstracts that explore
the main theme of the conference in relation to one or more of the following sub-themes:

a) The arts as science: meanings, debates and implications.

b) The arts, truth and falsifiability.

c) Whither the values and priorities of the post-modern university and society.
d) Positioning the arts in the post-modern academy.

e) Qualitative research, the post-modern academy and development.

f) The arts as the philosophical foundation for scientific research.

g) The foundational nature of the arts in the post-modern academy and society.
h) Beliefs, traditions and norms in the post-modern academic research and society.
i) The arts, values and the post-modern academy.

j) Archaeological research and scientific enquiry.

k) Indigenous knowledge, value research and development



Submissions:

Abstracts, including five key words, must not exceed three hundred (300) words. Authors must ensure
abstracts address one of themes at their core and reflect the title of their paper(s). Author’s contact
details (name, department, email address and phone number) should be provided on a separate page.
Doctoral students are encouraged to submit abstracts for papers and/or poster presentations.

It is envisaged that conference papers will be published in a blind peer-reviewed anthology with an
internationally-rated academic publisher.

Please send abstract to bwkgolo@ug.edu.gh, soacoll17@gmail.com or ugartscolloguium@ug.edu.gh

Deadlines:

Deadlines for the submission of abstracts: January 31, 2017
Notification of acceptance: February 15, 2017

Submission of draft papers: April 20, 2017

Conference Fees:

UG Faculty GHC 100 (with a possibility of sponsorship)
Local participants: GHC 150

Local participants (students):  GHC 50

International participants: $ 100

Further information on payments and other practical matters will be communicated after the
notification of acceptance of abstracts

Important Notice:
Conference fees cover only stationery, snacks and lunch. Conference participants are responsible for
their own arrangements for accommodation and transport.

However conference organizers recommend the Errata Hotel which is just a few minutes’ walk from
the University. Also are the Yiri Lodge and the University Guest House all which are on the campus.

Signed:
Conference Planning Committee
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